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PREFATORY ADDRESS. 


| O thofe who know the worth and corifcious dig- 

nity of Virtue, the following Memoirs containing 
the vindication of injured Innocence, will require no apo- 
logy; ince all of that defcription, will ree. the neceflity 


of their publication, 


Is there that Monfter of Virtue exiting, who can point 
the finger of {corn at fozb/es, which I candidly confets to 
be my lot, in common with my fellow creatures ? foibles 
which have perhaps been the primary and unfortunate 
means of rendering me the dupe to crafty policy and de- 
figning artifice. “THE Diamonp Neckxace, which was 
the fatal {pring ofall my misfortunes, the fource of all my 
miferies, has afforded matter of public fpeculation to 
almoft every rank of perfons, in almoft every kingdom 


in Europe. 


RE 


[cil Dal 
What various fentiments 


have been entertained of that 
dark tranfaction, 


what reports have been diffeminated, 
what infinite pains have been beftowed, to make innocence 


; \ : 
Wear the face of guilt, and to conceal the blackeft tur- 
pitude under the mafk of purity. 


Too fatally have the artifices of powerful guilt hitherto 4 
prevailed, too fuccefsfully has chicanery and deception 
influenced the general opinion of mankind; and too long 
hav 


e they united, to Mander and fligmatize with infamy, 


the name of the Countefs de Valois de la Rotge. 


Many circumftances, which ] have made known in a 
previous publication, have concurred to delay the ap- 
pearance of thefe Memoirs. The tim 


€ 1s at length arriv- 
ed, when I fhal] endeavo 


ur to vindicate my injured fame. 


Seated, as I am, in that happy kingdom, where 


Liberty ftretches forth her hand to the diftreffed, and 
affords a welcome afylum from the vindictive terrors of 
oppreffive tyranny, I now Proceed to remove the veil 
which has fo long obfcured ¢] 


us myfterious tranfaction, 
and expofe to public view, Characters, whofe. crimes 
receive additional force from their elevate 
In profecuting this 


c¢€ iss 4h; ie a] 
Votbing extenuate, 
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d fituation. 
intention, I fthall 


= 


nor fet down aught in malice;” 


Refcuing 


[ vi ] 
Refcuing myfelf from unmerited opprobrium, if J am 
neceflarily driven to drag to light the views of thofe, who 
would have deftroyed me; without claiming the privilege 
of the law of retaliation, I fhall furely ftand acquitted, in 


the minds of the candid and impartial, 


I flatter myfelf that, independent of my own vindica- 
tion, thefe Memoirs will not prove unentertaining. The 
Moral and Philofophic Reader, will therein find freth 
room for reflexion and obferyation, on the depravity of 
human nature; the Courtly and Political Reader will 
probably find a fatisfaction in developing the myfterious 
intrigues which were in agitation, at the period of the 
tranfactions; and the Curfory Reader will, I hope, be 
amply gratified, in finding thofe matters explained, 


which have probably much excited curiofity, 


From a mind long ufed to affliction, every literary 
defect will be excufed. To addrefs myfelf to the Public 
is not a matter of choice, but of neceflity. If I have 
given vent to my feelings, where the {ting of injury moft 
feverely affected me; Jet it it be remembered, that I 
have feverely fuffered, that I am ftill {marting under my 
griefs---that I am a woman !---If I fpeak forcibly, it is 


not premeditated diction, but the language of the heart. 


Jmprefied 


P Svlti les] 
{mpreffed with a.due fenfe of the liberality of the 
Englifh nation, I chearfully fubmit my vindication to 
\ their candour. In that Supreme Power, who knows 
our inmoft thoughts, I truft, that I fhall yet be refcued 
from the obloquy I have not merited; in His name, I 
pledge myfelf for the veracity of my affertions---let the 
- circumftances impartially be weighed, and then let me 
ftand, either acquitted with honour, or condemned to 


)\ | fafting reproach. 


CouNTESS DE VALors DE LA Morrs. 
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OF THE 


COUNTESS DE VALOIS DE LA MOTTE, 


WRITTEN BY HERSELF.s. 


UST I,+---Oh! painful tafk'! muft I inevitably 
| I 

refume.that pen, which twenty times has fallen 
from my unwilling hand ?----Muft I fupprefs thofe re- 


morfeful agitations of a mind, which yet full of the once 
loved images I am about to wound, ftartles at the fata- 
lity that compels me to it? I muft; the convulfive 
pangs, the agonies which I experience at the idea, yield 
at this inftant to the imperious claims of wounded ho- 
nour, to the keen infpirations of fad defpair, for the pre- 
fervation of a fame, more outrageoufly injured by my 
filence, than it can have been by my fancied guilt, and 
the barbarous punifhment inflicted?tt. 

I’ am anxious to proclaim wherein I have- been 
faulty, becaufe having ventured on the word bonour ; I 
expect, even in the recefs of folitude, the attacks of ma- 
lienity ;----let the acknowledgement of being faulty, 
foften the rigour of thofe who would carp at the claim 
of honour. Alas! drenched with my own tears, loaded 
with humiliations, overwhelmed with imputed igno- 

B miny, 


PRaG 
miny, fhall. not make a vain difplay of pride; what I 
challenge of doxeuris no more than that feeble portion, 
which unfortunate perions ftill preferve, who, though op- 
prefled with calumny, are atures of the rectitude of 
their own in¥éntions. 

Daily proftrated before him, who alone can penetrate 
into the inmoft-receffes of the heart, I am praétifed’ in 
the avowal of my imprudencies: 1 thall not feek to dif- 
guife them to the public, and I expect from that Jfecond 


judge, a confolation which the goodneds of the former en- 


courages ine yet to hope. 
Yes, I have committed faults; I confefs it----but 
fhould not the punifhment be proportioned to the guilt? 
If, from the expofure of my errors, they fhould appear 
to be but acceffories to crimes infinitely more weighty, 
in which I found myfelf involved by a feries of events 
arifing from each other ;---if the moft inexcufable of my 
offences, be my inadvertently rendering myfelf an accom- 
plice with-perfonages too mighty for my weaknefs to 
refift, when once engaged; can the diftance of f rank which 
chance has placed between three culprits, alone afcertain 
the degrees of their refpective guilt, and muft that be 
the juft ftandard of their chaftifement? Alas! have I 
been fo unfortunate as to be ignorant of this truth? 
Am I the firft inftance however, of the weak being 
facrificed to the ftrong? Oh no!---but the records. of 
human wretchednefs afford few inftances fimilar to 
mine! Whoever honours my defence with the flighteft 
attention, will be made fenfible, that it was not a direct 
effort of power which crufhed me, and that neither the. 
Queen, nor the CarpinaL DE Ronan had contrived 
my ruin; but that it was the iniquitous conflict of their 
‘ ' dependant, 


uate hs 


dependant interefts, that precipitated me into diftrefs 
and mifery. 7 

Have I then uttered their names 2?---Thofe perfonages 
whom I afferted to he once dear to me? That generous 
Prince to whom I had vowed a gratitude, which my 
very difafters have not been able to impair ; that be- 
guiling Sovereign, whom I may be faid to have ‘idolized, 
and whofe image I muft at this moment remove from 
my “ mind’s eye,” that I may retain fufficient fortitude 
to proceed. Yes, I have declared that I mujt; 1 have 
affigned the reafon; but 1 have not yet faid any thing 
of my forbearance, of my moderation, or the ftruggles 
L have had to fhake off the galling yoke of that necel- 
fity. It is the criminal craftinefs of thofe, who at the 
time of my fad cataftrophe, prevented the Queen from. 
holding out to me the hand of comfort and relief; which 
has kept from her the knowledge of the weapons I-am 
provided with ; to wreft from fear, what I fhould have 
been happy to owe to juitice, to humanity, to the re- 
mains of paft regard. 

Ever fince (by a kind of miracle) I fet my foot on 
this protecting land, where freedom fmiles alike on un- 
happinefs and profperity ; nothing has been left untried 
to acquaint her Majefty, that I am poffefled of a corref- 
pondence, the publication of which would produce the 
effect of extenuating my guilt, though at the painful 
expence of expofing her; of interefting the public in 
my fate, and fubftituting pity, for that ignominy, which 
has hitherto been my torment. I have found all ave- 
nues blocked up by defpotic favourites, who envelope a 
Princefs, devoted, at once, to the cravings of their 
infatiable covetoufnefs, and to the tyranny of their intri- 
guing ambition, 

tn 


Up 4a J 
Ks 

In the affecting memorials which I have endeavoured 
to fubmit to. her Majefty’s clemency ; I recalled to view, 
without.complaint, the evils, the horrors of every kind 
[have undergone, and proved to her, that my difcretion 
and the fidelity of my attachment, were the only caufes 
of my calamities. I offered, even, to facrifice the 
means of my. juftification, on terms which equity. or 
common juftice muft approve; in.a word, I only de- 
manded the reftitution, or rather an equivalent for the 
lofies, confequent to my unhappy profecution. In every 


one of my letters I repeated, that ‘ Since it had pleafed . 


} 


‘¢ Providence I fhould furvive thofe fhocking barba- 
‘ rities; fince it had refcued me from my own fury 5 
‘¢ its intention, doubtlefs, was not, that I fhould perifh 
‘¢ for want of a fubfiftance; that in the condition I was 


** reduced to, I was allowed to hope, that. the Queen » 


“* would, at leaft, caufe to be reftored to me, what the 
“ confifcation of my property had poured into the 
“© Kino’s ExcHEQuer.” 

Thofe memorials which contained. a_too faithful re- 
port of the deftitute conditioh, under which the vidim 
of duty and affeétion laboured ; which echoed the cries, 
of fuffering humanity, have undoubtedly not reached the 
eat of Majefty : Her eyeshave not beheld thofe mournful 
characters, drawn with a trembling hand, upon the paper 
moiftened with affliction’s tears; nothing has induced 
the recollection of me to the moft humane of Princefles ; 
all, all have been intercepted !----Let thofe devouring 
fiends, therefore, take to themfelves the mifchief that 
may enfue ;----upon their own heads be the neceflary 
conlequenees of that defpair to which I am reduced. 

I have 


Saeiue 

I have taken up my pen, and foregoing fleep, fore- 
going the importunate cares of a body brought to de- 
cay, that is no longer of any concern to me; I will not 
lay it down, till I haveeafed ray foul of its overwhelm- 
ing load, by povring forth all the fecret horrors it con- 
ceals, 

It has been my wifh, to faye the honour of the 
Queen; but in the abyfs, into which I am more and: 
more deeply plunged, can I at this day turn my 
thoughts to any thing, befides the fhattered remains of 
my own honour? The public muft at length pro- 
nounce between HER MAJESTY and the atom foe has 
crufbed, 

My mind is too much agitated to regard my ftyle; I 
am unufed to writing, and my hufband’s military edu- 
cation, places him in point of literature, nearly on a 
level with myfelf,----No matter, truth has its force, 
erief has its eloquence; the fentiments of forrow will 
flow with rapidity, and defpair poffeffes energy amidft 
diforder; with thefe incitements an author may claim 
a perufal: I fhall therefore write. 

Alas, that I could difpenfe with the mention of my 
birth!. My judges made no account of it, can I then 
reckon it as fomething ? No: but it were, perhaps, a 
piece of pride, to diffemble that my father died at the 
Hotel-Dieu, in Paris. If the reader will pleafe to caft an 
eye on No. I. of the annexed papers, he will there find 
his fad genealogy. I fhall not, furely be fufpected of 
vanity in fuch an invitation; but it appears a neceffary 
document, in as much as it accounts for the firft acts 
of my life, juftifies the deviations of a natural ambition, 
and gives a conception why, fcarce emerged from ob- 
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courted favour, in order to recover bh; rank, to which 
fhe was by birth entitled. . 

My father, it is true, had juft ended his deplorable 
career in the arms of charity; but the very regifter of 
his funeral told me, that the blood of the Vatois flowed 
in my veins. Could I then, implicitly, refign mytelf to 
the idea, of tamely fubmitting that honoured name, to 
fink into the grave in obfcurity, Perhaps had Heaven 
endowed me with that refignation, it would have been a 
gift more precious to me than exiftence; but I received 
it notin my birth, and unfortunately did not imbibe 
the fentiments from the tuition of my _/econd mother. 

The tendernefs of the Marchionefs de Boulainvilliers, 
who protected me in my childhood, would not permit 
her to counteract the early fymptoms of ambition, which 
appeared in me, and which fhe looked upon as the no- 
ble failing of great fouls; on the contrary fhe had en- ~ 
couraged me in the intention of putting in my claims, 
the nature of which were as follow 

In the perufal of my genealogy, itmmay have been ob- 
ferved, that my progenitor, poffeffed ih right of his 
lady, the eftate of Fonretre,.and that from him to 
my father inclufively, that eftate had regularly devolved. 
Adl my anceftors had been born upon, and almoft all 
iad been entombed init. My father alone, by means 
of a natural propenfity to gaiety and extravagance, and 
the confequent accumulated diftreffes, had firft parcelled 
out, and’atterwards compleatly alienated that demefne. - 
Jt pafied for a fact, and was indeed but too true, that 
he had not received a fixth part of the value of the,va- 
rious inhertiances, which he had fucceffively mortgaged. 
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People were inceflantly telling me, I heard it from every 
quarter, that, with a fmall degree of favour, it might be 
eafy to regain poffeffion of that eftate. 

Madame de Boulainvilliers, whofe kindnefs induced 
her to take fome meafures to obtain that -object, was 
the firft to advife me to repair to the place, and to-af- 
certain how far my hopes might probably be realized. 
It was, therefore, not only with her confent, but by her 
exprefs advice, that in 1779 I repaired to, Bar-fur- 
Aube, where. the information I gained, confirmed 
in the opinion, that. had determined my journey... It 
appeared to me evident, that with favour, 1 might re= 
cover part of the pofieffions of my houfe. Imprefled 
with this idea, my. imagination could not. entertain a 
thought, which had not for. its object the accomplifh- 
ment of my favourite wifh, to obtain the necefiary fup- 
port; but from that moment, I may venture to date 
.the origin of my ruin. 

During my firft abode at Bar-fur-Aube I became 

acquainted with Count de la Motte; but as it is nota 

novel.I am writing, I fhall pafs over the circumftances 
which brought him to a propofal of marriage, as well 
as the motives that determined me to accept it, Ie 
will be enough to fay, that our union being. approved 
of by M. de la Luzerne, Bifhop ef Langres, on the 
overtures he was sleabed. to make; Mad. de Boulain- 
villiers, my excellent mother, yielded her confent, and 
a few days after the nuptial band was tied. 

My hufband was then in the Gens d’Armes, in which 
corps his father had run.an honourable career, glori- 
oufly terminated at the battle of Minden, where he was 
killed at the head of his company. 
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Monfieur de Ja Motte thought that upon the circtiit< 
itance of his marriage he might hope for fome military 
promotion. . hie 

Marfhal de Caftries commanded the Gens d’Armes 
which was then quartered’at Luneville; M. de la Motte 
propofed my joining the garrifon with ‘him, which I 
only accepted, on condition I fhould pafs in a convent 
the whole time his ftay fhould require. We therefore 
fixed upon one about three leagues from Luneville, to 
which I retired, but was doomed not to enjoy long the 
tranquility which ‘was afforded me by that :afylum. 
The affairs of the.avy department, entrufted to’ the 
Marfhal de Caftries, not permitting him to revifit his 
corps, the intended folicitations could not take place. 

Here the reader will be prefenited with a clew to my 
misfortunes, which, if he will take hold of, I will lead 
him ftep ‘by ftep through the labyrinth in which I was 
bewildered. 

Never was woman lefs vain than myfelf of perfonal 
charms; I know not by what fatality my youth, that 
healthful look which is called frefhnefs, that vivacity, the 
appendage of juvenility, fupplied in me the want of 
beauty, fo far as to lay me open to the importunities of 
prefuming men. 

The Marquis d’Autichamp; who commanded in the 
abfence of the Marfhal de Caftries, is the being, to 
whom I was firit beholden for that diftruft which all my 
life after, I conceived of the over preffing civilities of 
his fex. He expreffed the moft ardent zeal to ferve us, 
he ftrove to perfuade us we fhould do nothing at Lune- 
ville ; that there was'a neceffity of vifiting Paris, where, 
exclu- 
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exclufive of the good offices we had to expect from the 
Marthall, and of thofe, which the maternal fondnefs of 
Madame de Boulainvilliers infured to us; he would ex- 
ert his intereft with his own private friends to get my 
hufband into place. He found no difficulty in per- 
fuading us that his advice was tational; but when the 
time came for our departure, for the metropolis, it ap- 
peared that I, alone, was to folicit, under the aufpices of 
the Marquis; who condefcended to take the journey 
with me. He pretended that my hufband, having al- 
ready twice had leave of abfence, could not hope for a 
third, and accordingly he refufed it him; the indifpen- 
fible confequence of which refufal was, Count de la 
Motte quitted the corps.----Thele were the firft fruits 
of favour with the great.----This refolution intimated 
and fixed upon, we immediately took the road to 
Strafburg; where the Marquis de Boulainvilliers and 
his lady then were; but on the very day we reached 
thrt place, they had left it, to go to Saverne, at which 
place we joined them the next day. 

It was there, for the firft time, I faw the Cardinal de 
Rohan. To him] was prefented, and but too well re- 
commended by the Marchionefs; who, a few days after, 
fet off on her return to Paris, inviting me, together with 
the Count, my hufband, to accept of an apartment in 
her hotel in that city. It was not long before I follow ed 
her; and my hufband, detained at Bar-fur-Aube by 
family concerns, joined me fhortly after ; but when he 
arrived, my dear protectrefs was no more}; death having 
juft robbed me of the only fupport I had left in the 
world. 
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A fecond time become an orphan, by this unfortu- 
nate incident, deprived of the wife counfels and exam- 
ples which had hitherto directed my conduét, I caft my 
eyes on all around me, and faw nothing but a frightful 
void, a vaft folitude, where appréhenfions, fince, too 
fully verified, fuggefted to me, that if I deviated front 
the path of rectitude, I fhould perhaps be loft.----- The 
Marquis de Boulainvilliers remained, but of hitn I had 
formed {9 unfavourable an opinion, that my firft deter- 
mination was to quit his hotel. He gueffed my inten- 
tions ; to prevent which he affured me, that he fhould 
confider it as his duty to ftand in the place of the 
Marchionefs; that in him I fhould find a father. Ac- 
cordingly, for fome time, he feemed to continue towards 
us the kindnefs with which we had been honoured by 
his Lady. Soon, however; I difcovered that this kind- 
nefs was not wholly difinterefted, and I comprehended 
his motives as fully, as if he had imparted to me ‘his in- 
tention. He had juft loft a wife, but chance had placed 
another woman under his roof, and the fituation was 
become a matter of convenience, which he pretended was 
reciprocal; at leaft that was the light in which he repre- 
fented it to me, and without much hefitation made me 
a downright propofal. 

Alas! faid I to myfelf, are fuch the characteriftics of 
men? they are ftill far from being reftored to my good 
opinion: yet I think, for the credit of their fex, that few 
of them are capable of fuch meannefs, not to fay bafe- 
nefs of behaviour, as that I have experienced on this oc- 
cafion. 

The moment M. de Boulainvilliers was convinced of 
the futility of his defigns, all his affiduous attentions 
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were converted into harfh and uncivil treatment. In- 
deed, it is not without.a bluth, I fhall here produce 
fome inftances of it. It will fcarce be credited, for ex- 
ample, that not chufing openly to propofe our quitting 
his houfe, he took the refolution of rendering it gra- 
dually infupportable to’ us; caufing every day fome 
neceflary article to be retrenched, and ufing every 
mean fubftitution that could be made, in thofe which 
he allowed. I know not whether the mention of fuch 
trivial circumftances fhould be admitted into a ferious- 
narrative, but as it concerns me to preve, that my ex- 
ence has been a feries of misfortunes, more or lefs 
afflicting or humiliating, I thought it neceflary. to fhew 
that pafling from under the protection of Mad: de Bou- 

lainvilliers to that of her hufband, was no {mall one. 
My readers will readily conceive, that fuch conduct 
foon occafioned a feparation. Nearly about the fame 
time I refumed the fatal idea of feeking by powerful 
patronage, to recover part of the poffefiions alienated by 
my father, and efpecially the eftate of Fontette. I had 
feveral acquaintances, among{ft them were fome, whom 
I ftyled friends, being fimple enough, too readily to 
confide in friendfhip. The hopes of prevailing on thele 
to interfere drew me to Verfailles; where my time was 
fpent in fruitlefs folicitations, during the fuccefiive ad- 
miniftrations of Mefirs. Joly de Fleury and d’Ormefion, 
which paffed away like a fhadow ; afterwards under that 
of Mr. de Calonne, which, on the contrary, appeared 
fo long to France. Whoever is acquainted with his in- 
finuating affiduities, can form an idea of the graces he 
difplayed on the firft reception: I thought I could per- 
3 ceive 


_ ceive the moment when he would propofe to fhare with 
| me the treafure entrufted to Madame d’Arveley (*). 

\ ' . The ancient fabulift has whimfically defcribed the 
agitation of the mountain, which was at length delivered 
of a moufe; I cannot help comparing to it the labour 
of Mr. de Calonne, who undertook to augment to fif- 
teen hundred livres, the mighty penfion of eight hun- 


dred, granted me at the time of my recognition, to en- 
able me to fupport worthily, the name of Vators. Juft- 
ly incenfed at the Comptroller General, I fecretly pur- 
pofed ‘to ufe compulfive means, and to recover my ef- 
tate of Fontette independent of his affiftance; and the 
{tep which appeared to me beft calculated to effeét this 
uf purpofe, was to ingratiate myfelf into the favour of a 
certain perfonage. An opportunity foon after prefented 
itfelf, wherein the fuccefs of my ftratagem would have 
been tried, but my fituation did not permit me to em- 
brace it, which will be amply explained, when my OS cst 
nexions with the Cardinal are known ; this circumftance, 
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Keeper of the Royal Treafury, during the adminiftra- 
tion of Mr. Calonne, who had t the bon beur to be in the 

bonnes graces of that lady, previous to his exaltation. 
Monfieur d’Arveley at his death, left her a confiderable 
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Madame d@’ Arveley was, at that pened wife to the 


fortune. Whether gratitude, or a natural propenfity to 
be a financial minifter i private, fince he was no longer 
permitted to be fo in public, prevailed, is unc ertain ; 

but fince his involuntary flight from the Contjnent, be 
has undertaken the management of the widow’s concerns, 
and has honoured her with the name of Celonne. 
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however, is not the tefs remarkable, as it determined 
my fate, by opening to me the way, which afterwards 
brought me to her Majefty’s feet. 

I have already protefted againft all pretenfions to 
beauty; but were I to carry humility as far as a con- 
feffian of homelinefs, I could not reverfe what has been ; 
or counteract the circumftance of his Royal Highnefs 
the Count d’Artois, who faw me at the parifh church of 
Verfailles, having honoured me with a diftin@tion which 
I did not endeavour to obtain. The fteps taken by that 
Prince to acquaint me with the generofity of his difpofi- 
tion, reached the ear of the Princefs, his confort ; who, 
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fatished with my behaviour, vouchfafed to receive me 


with kindnefs, and took me under her proteétion, placing 
Mme oftenfibly under that of her royal fifter, Madame. 
To conceive the motives of that precaution, it is only 
i to recollect, that a very fhort time before that 
period, Madame the Countefs d’Artois, had found her- 
felf in very delicate circumftances, which made her ex- 
tremely circumfpect. 

Although the point was thus fettled between the two 
Princeffles refpecting me, I experienced equal effects of 
their goodnefs towards me. One day as 1 was paying my 
court to them at Madame’s, I was feized with a fudden 
Phe Queen being informed of it, was eracioufly pleafed 
to exprefs fone concern. Her Mayjefty even fent for 
Mrs. Patri, firft waiting-woman to Madame, to know 
the particulars of that accident ; an inftance of regard 
which her Majefty continued for fome days after. 

Nothing efcapes the notice of eourtiers; they obferved, 
that, from that moment, her Majefty honoured me with 
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4 oracious condefcenfion whenever I came into her pre- 
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fence ; fome fpeculations were even hazarded onthe fub- 


je&t; but the man at Court who carried them the fartheft, 


was the® Cardinal de Rohan. 
[ have hitherto only mentioned that Prince, in refer= 
Arit procured me the ho- 


at 
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ence to the incident which 
neur of feeing him. During the interval between that 
period, and the one | am now adverting to, I muft own 

{ had not loft fight of him; I had received kindnefies 
from him; gratitude, juftly due, inviolably attached me 
to him; I] had no fecrets concealed from him ; he, none~ 
from me. We mutually read in each other’s mind, our. 
efpective ambition. His, it is well known to. every 
ene, was, to have become, at any rate, Prime Minif- 
ter; mine had no farther views, than to be Lady of the 
Manor of Fontette. 

Obftacles almoft infurmountable, and arifing from the. 
fame caufe, thwarted both our views. The Cardinal 
fome years be a re, had the misfortune to incur the 
Queen’s difpleafure (*). The firft ftep towards fupreme 
power, was es nfequence, to recover her Majefty’s fa- 
vour: and as long as he could do nothing in his own be- 
half, he had as little power to do any thing for me.- It 
may be remarked, in that letter to which I have referred” 
the reader, that at the time I am fpeaking of, he had 
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various attempts, all equally unfuccefstul, either 
1) 
iLy 


y accor y 
On accoune of the rOi 


oe which they were attended, or 
through the nerfidiouinefs of the Princefs de Guémence, 


Lia 


who, while fhe feemed to have undertaken his recon- 


-cliation with the Queen, had removed him from it infi- 


nitely more diftani, than he had been at the period fhe 
appeared to intereft herfelf on his account. 
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Matters 
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Matters were thus circumftanced, when that féebie 
ray of favour which he faw fhine upon my head, revived 
his hopes, and re-animated his ambition. Nothing can 
equal the aftonifhmert into which he threw me, one 
day, when happening to be in the royal gallery, her Ma- 
jefty vouchfafed me one of thofe {miles, which it is fo 
difficult to appear infenfible of. Having, a moment af- 
ter; by chance, raifed my eyes up to him; I faw } joy 
fparkle in his countenance, and a defire at the fame 
time to fpeak tome. This defire I fulfilled, and the 
words which he addrefled me with, will never be. effaced 
from my remembrance. “ Do you know, Countefs,”” 
faid he, “ that my fortune is in your hands, as well as 
your own ?”---His fortune! oh Heavens! I. thudd 
when I think that his misfortunes are not even yet 
drawn to a conclufion; that I am perhaps going to. fill 
up the meafure-of them. As to my own fortune, thank 
Heaven, I now fee it drawing nigh ; I behold it in the 
tomb, half open to receive me; but at the moment the 
Cardinal was then fpeaking to me, my ideas were not 
io melancholy. 

Though I had feen neither his fortune nor my own 
in the Queeh’s enchanting finile, yet my heart was full 
efit. When the firtt oyna had fubfided, I afked the 
Prince whether he was jefting or in earneft ?---** A “man 
** cannot be more in earneft than I am,’ anfwered he 
** fit down and hear me attentively. In the firft place 


“© convince yourfelf thoroughly of a truth, hich as it 
€¢ 
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admits, in general, of very few exceptions in the 

world, fo at Court it admits of none. It is this: It 

is not in the power of human wifdom to chain down 

Fortune; blindfolded, and ever led by chance, the 
c« Gel 
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« fickle deity holds out her hand to all who ftand ready 
« to grafp it on her rapid paflage; but if not feized 
«¢ ypon that very inftant, opportunity never more re- 
“ turns.----' he moment of your good fortune is arriv- 
« ed.----I have not been the only perfon who has ob- 
« ferved it, but having more intereft than any othe in 
“its confequence, my obfervation has been more atten- 
«¢ tive, and I have difcovered to a certainty, that the 
« Queen has taken a fancy to you.”----“ A fancy,” 
cried I, “ you mean fhe feels’ a benevolent compalfion 
“¢ towards me.”--- You may give’ anfwered he, 
<< what name you pleafe, to the fentiments fhe honours 
« you with; all that 1s neceflary for you to know 1s, 
“ that there is /omething in your form pleafing to ber, and 
« that you mutt not let the happy difpofitions fhe has 
« {hewn towards you for fome time paft, grow cool. 
« You fee that all favour centers in her; that every 
« where elfe there is nothing to be done: that Madame 
« and the Countefs d’Artois are not only devoid of in- 
‘© fluence, but that their very protection {tamps the feal 
of reprobation. Attach yourfelf then folely to the 
« Queen; and confider, (I tell you fo again) that your 
«© fortune and mine are in your hands.” 
The Cardinal concluded, by defiring me to writé to 
the MaRCHIONESS DE Poticnac; but he could not | 
have given a worfe advice. Though the Polignacs 
were then pofieffed of the, almoit exclufive, right of pre- 
fentation to the Queen; they had fuch mighty interefts 
to manage, they were affailed by fo many fears, tor- 
mented by fo many jealoufies, that it was neceffary they 
fhould be well affured of their creatures, before they 
brought them forward. I was not fuited to their pur- 
x pole 
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ducing me, nor indeed did they give it the leaft coun- 
tenance. ‘They refufed me the requefted interview, and 
confined their anfwer to this: “ That Mr. pr CaLonne 
« having given the Queen an account of the addition 
« Jately made to my penfion, her Majefty thought that 
« T ought to reft fatisfied.”” Soon afterwards I learnt 
there was not one word of truth in this bold affertion, 
and that they had not fo much as mentioned my name 


to the Queen. 


During the fhort interval, between the moment I am 
now fpeaking of, and that, wherein I had the honour to 
approach the Queen; I had daily opportunities of ob- 
ferving, that all the methods J took to effect my pur- 
pofe, were counteracted by the Polignacs, and that they 
had fo thoroughly obftructed all the avenues to an ac- 
cefs, that I one’day faid to the Cardinal with il-hu- 
mour, I would hear no more about feeing the Queen.--- 
“ Why, you are a child,” {aid he; “ at the frft obftacle, 
“ you are for giving up the point, but remember, “ He that 
“¢ ftays in the valley will never get over the hil.” The 
“© gale is propitious, you muft fail into harbour. I am 
“ going to propofe a courfe to you, the only one you have 
“ left to purfue. I forewarn you, it is @ COUP D’ECLAT 
« that I feall advife you to adopt.” 

Seeing me perplexed and confufed, before I knew 
what the bufinefs was ; he made an end, by explaining to 
me what he meant by a coup d’éclat. Wie told me, I 
muft not hefitate to throw myfelf at the Queen’s feet, 
but that he thought, in order to overawe our common 


pofe, they by no means found their account in intro- 


enemies the more; I fhould feize the occafion to do it, 


at the time of the proceffion of the Blue Ribbands, 
D whicP 


tegen 


— 


—~ins 
a pe 


’ ov - 


a - 


— 
= eat 


which was to take place on the fecond of February. Ac- 
cuftomed implicitly to follow his advice, I promifed to 


act as he fhould dictate 

The great day at length arrived..  Furnifhed with the 
petition I was to prefent, and the moft ample inftruc- 
tions to govern my conduct by, in every poffible fitua- 
tion; I repaired, full dreffed, to the Caftle, and waited 


in one of the faloons till the proceffion returned. » As 


pl 
the ae pafied by, I fell at her feet, and delivered 
my petition ; ei her, in few words, that I was lineally 


senda from the Vatois; that I was acknowledged 
as fuch by Lewis the Sixteenth; that the fortune of my 
progenitors, not having been tranfmitted to me with their 
name, I had no refource but in the King’s munificence, 
his Majefty being in poffeffion of the major part of the 
eftates they had enjoyed ; that having found every ave- : 
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nue to her Majefty’s prefence fhut againft me, defpair | 
had determined me to take this flep. 

The Queen raifed me up with kindnefs, received my 
petition with her ufual complacency, and feeing me 
tremble, condefcended to bid me hope. She then pafied 
on, telling me to make myfelf eafy, and promifed to 
pay regard to the vat ect of my requeft. 

I. withdrew, my limbs tottering under me, and had 
{carcely reached cae when I received a note from the 
Cardinal, in confeguence of which I went: to him. After 
acquainting him with what had paffed; in purfuance of 
his advice; I immediately wrote to Madame de Mifery, 
firft Lady of the Bed-chamber, and waiting-woman to 
iver to her Majefty an. 


the Queen, tefrins her to del 
the hberty of addreffing to 
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The fame evening I received an:anfwer from that 
lady, containing an invitation to her apartment, at half 


n hour paft feven. 


When I faw her, fhe told me fhe 
had laid my letter on the Queen’s mantle-piece, thar 
fhe believed her Majefty was at that very moment talkit ng 
to Madame refpecting me, and added, that her Majefty 
had not been to church that ean on account of 
the agit ation my letter had thrown her into. 


po 
= 
ct. 
a 
iar) 
ph 


irft moment of our converfation, Madame de 
Mifery pee ted to me, “ that the honour I-was go! ng to 
‘© have conferred on me, by being prefented to her Ma- 
‘< jefty, muft be a fecret to all the a not excepting 

Madame; warning me, that the {mallet indifcretion 
** would ruin me paft ESSN EEY wi A 

Our converfation continued till eleven o’clock, when 
the prefence of her Majefty at ‘gel put an end to aba 
How beauteous did fhe appear! I had always confidered 
her fo, when I beheld her, but the affability with which 
fhe received me at that inftance, added to the charms 

her perfon. 1 was again feized with a palpitation ; 
when her - ae was pleafed, a fecond time, to encou- 
rage me, let a i confidence, and ordered me to 


H seh 2 T jes A ur = = (> a Se — ATE 
eal: to her with an open heart, reipe ngs whatever 


pak / } aT ey gr Se 
concerned myfelf, At leneth I took courace. and after 
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fetting forth the nature of my claims, the {teps I hac 
taken with the Minifters, and with the Princeffes her 


fiiters-in-law, I concluded, by complaining with fome 


alperity, of the harfh treatment I had received from the 
Polignacs. Fier Majefty fmiled, and her looks at that 
12 moment 
The reader Is particu larly requefted not to lofe re- 
membrance of this pofitive injunction, tl er the 
courfe of thefe Memoirs 
a Ce aes ad —s - eas ee = i sant i peo en = 
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moment, indicated to. me many things, the explanation 
of which is found in her letters to the Cardinal. CHF’ 

After a fhort recollection, her Majefty fpoke to me 
nearly in thefe terms: * I have perufed your memorial 
« with attention and concern. I perceive that its object 
«ig to urge the Minifter to the reftitution of fome 
«© eftates, which have belonged to your houfe. I have 
« peculiar reafons for not complying with your requeft, 
« which fhall be rade known to you, they being fuch 
« as regard you perfonaily. 1 cannot reconcile the,de- 
« fire 1 feel of ferying you publicly, with that I expe- 
< rience of feeing you familiarly; but [ may iudireétly 
«< do you the good offices you defire of me. Send for 
your brother, (*) who being now the head of your 
«; houfe, itis more natural that he fhould perfonally 
folicit the favours to which it has a claim, I promife 
“© you, I will ftrongly fupport his folicitations, there- 
<¢ fore make yourfelf eafy.”---Her Majefty terminated 
the converfation, by prefenting me with a purfe, and 
honoured me with a firft falute} enjoining me to remain 
at Verfailles, To SPEAK TO NO PERSON WHATEVER OF 
THIS INTERVIEW, or of the fuccefs of my petition, then 
quitted me, faying, “* Adieu, we foall meet again.” 

It is material to obferve, that in this firft interview, 
her Majefty talked to me concerning MapaMge, in terms 
extremely unfavourable ; that above all, fhe infifted much 
on the duplicity of that Princefs ; recommending to me, 

to 
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* The Baron de Valois, at that time a Lieutenant in 
the Navy. {t is well known both in England and 
France, how much he diftinguifhed himfelf on board 
the Surveillante. 
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to beware of her; not to fay a word to her about my af- 
fairs; and advifing me, even, not to fee her any more ; 
which I could not but deem an exprefs prohibition. 

It was faid that “ we fhould meet again.” Accordingly, 

a few days after, I received a note, written by the hand 
st Mademoifelle Dorvat, one of her Majefty’s women, 
containing an order for me to repair, between eleven 
and twelve that night; to the little Trianon. Having 
attended ri ictually to the appointed hour, I was intro- 
duced into her Mayeity’s clofet by Mademoifelle Dorvat. 
{ received an explanation of what the Cardinal-meant to 
intimate, when he {poke to me of “ fancy’? and of there 
being “ fomething in my ror, pleafing to ber Majefty” --- 
Good Heaven! thought I, how charming is the Queen! 
what affability ! what an effufion of goodnefs !---indeed, 
[ alfo felt myfelf at that moment fomething more than 
mortal. 

Her Majefty put an end to our long conference, by 
evincing her munificence to me, in the gift of, pocket 
boek, containing to the amount of ten thoufand livres, 
in bills upon the. Caifie d’Efcompte. The laft words 
were, as a the firft eb shane “< Adieu, we fhall meet 
‘« again.”’-- -We did fo, both frequently and-with long 
Hacrined and upon the fame titans. 

This confeffion weighs down my foul, my heart trem- 
bles, the pen drops from my hand---O my auguft Sove- 
reien! It is to you alone I now addrefs myfelf! Recall 
to your mind thofe charming moments, which | 
fcarced are reflect on: recall to your memory, thofe 
places in which they were pafled, and thofe in which I 
expiated a guilt attributed tome, in confequence of my 
concealment of them. ‘Whatever be the contumely with 


which 
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which it has fince pleafed your Majefty to overwhelm 
me; you will neverthelefs find it imprinted on your me- 
mory, that re then raifed me up to you; that you 


placed yourfelf on an -equality. with me. But in vain 
did you condefcend, before me, to diveft yourfelf of 
the awfulnefs.of Majefty ; in the very manner of laying 
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it afide, your dignity appeared, ana inw ardiy I exclaim- 
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obligingly upbraided me---and yet, it is that unhappy 
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render an objeét ever facred: it is the woman, whom you 
had honoured with the name of ‘ dear ad On it is that 
unfortunate Dz VaLois, whom you have Bae eiven 
up into the hands---fhall I fay of ex ecutioners! ne ah, 
no |---Let me recall the word----But to “return to the 


From what I have already re it is manifeft, that 


it was the ses ae ambition of that unhappy Prince, 


which had conveyed, 1 ae drageed me into the 
Queen’s clofet.. I have i faid, that I had concealed 


nothing from him. As foon as he was able to applaud 
himfelf on the fuccefs of his fpeculation; when from 
the nature of the benefits I received from her Majefty, 
he knew how to-appreciate the degree of beneficence 
ihe honoured me sai ; ih aes with warmth what 
he had already told me of his fortune and mine, which 
he pretended were in my hands ; and prevailed on me to 
watch for, to {eize upon the firft oppor tunity that offered, 
or 
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« think the Cardinal capable of fuch actions ; he is faid 


« to be of quite a different difpofition.” 

The Cardinal’s name heing once introduced, in the’ 
frequent and familiar conferences I had with the Queen, 
I forefaw, that in introducing it ‘again, I fhould no 
longer have the fame difficulties to furmount. I im- 

Prince, who conjured me not to 


parted my idea to the 
omit any opportunity of peaking of him; he even pre- 
pared me with ‘nftructions, as to the purport of my dif- 
courfe ; fuggefted to me various introduétions, and ap- 
plied himfelf to train me up for the performance of my 
part, The tafk, however, was not fo eafy as we had ima- 
coined. The Queen never uttered the Cardinal’s name, 
nor fpoke of any thing that had the leaft reference to 
him; all my inftruétions were therefore entirely thrown 
way, as I found no opportunity to introduce the {mall- 
e{t mention of him. | 
At length an incident occurred, which enabled me to 
execute my purpofe, The Ca dinal, having received 
two hundred thoufand livres asa pot dé vin *, for renew- 
ing the contract for foraging the cavalry in Alface, made 
me a prefent of twenty thoufand. 1 thought my‘felf 
bound, not to let the Queen remain ignorant of this frefh 
inftance of generofity, with which her Majefty feemed, 
affeted. 1 did not lofe fo favourable an opportunity of} 
y gratitude, and the Cardinal’s 


acquainting her with my gratit 
kindnefs; but this time I proceeded farther than the 


former. It was natural, that upon my having 
related to the Prince, my firft converfation with the 
Queen, on his account; he fhould at leaft have entrufted: 
me with his troubles. I owned it to her Majefty, and 

reprefented 
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ee 
reprefented him as pining away, preyed upon by forrow, 
confumed with vexation, and as the victim of envy and 
detraétion. She fuffered me to utter, without interrup- 
tion, all that zeal and gratitude, atythat inftant, fuggefted; 
but when awe and difcretion induced me to be filent, fhe 
made no direé&t anfwer:to any thing fhe had heard, and I 
read in her eyes that her. prejudices were deeply rooted. 
I evencaught fome glances expreffive of anger, and might, 
even then, have perceived, that under the deceitful em- 
bers of an affected tranquillity, lay the fatal fpark that 
afterwards kindled the conflagration in which: I was in- 
volved. 

It cannot be too early to apprize the reader, that all 
the tender,. all the paffionate things he will fee in the 
correfpondence I am going to produce, were nothing but 
diffimulation on both fides. "The Queen, who had vowed 
his ruin, long before I brought the Cardinal into her 
recollection, .was ftill contriving it in her mind; and 
when her attachment to the Emperor, her brother, made 
her yield herfelf up at Trianon, and elfewhere, to the 
fiudied tranfports of the unhappy Prince, (it is fhocking 
to reveal, but I know it to be a fadct,) fhe ufed to 
caft upon him-the fame piercing looks, with which fhe 
eyed him on the day when fhe demanded his head of the 
King. Such, alfo, were they, at the moment of the 
converfation, which I now defcribe. Neverthelefs, the 
would liften to me with condefcenfion, Linceffant 
refumed the fubjeé, and fometimes the aukward 
in which Iintroduced it; would raife -a fmile in her 
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Majefty’s countenance. 
The Cardinal exhorted me to perfeverance ; to which 
I myfelf was inclined, from'a fale notion that I rather 
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gained ground daily. Emboldened by that confidence, 
I one day advifed the Cardinal to venture on a letter s 
promifing him to be the bearer ef it myfelf, to feize on 
the firft occafion, for delivering it, that fhould offer, and 
to create one, if none fpontaneoufly occurred: “Uhree 
days after, the moft favourable one prefented itfelf; and 
from that period begins the correfpondence, of which, 
what I have been able to fave, will find a place in thefe 
Memoirs; and every one of the letters will be found 
connected with the vatious facts, that I am going to fet 
down in regular fucceffion, in point of time. 

Number II. of this colleétion, is a literary copy of that 
firft letter, written, it is true, by my advice, but not in 
the manner that I fugeefted to the Cardinal. I withed 
him to exprefs no more. than his wifh to exculpate 
himfelf; yet it will be feen, that, according to his ufual 
practice, he was already impatient to difclofe fentiments, 
which, had he experienced them, he ought to have fup- 
preffed ; and which, not experiencing, it was an un- 
pardonable. falfhood in him to utter; Behold him, at 
the very commencement already talking of the “ rays of 
<< hope fhining on bis heart,” of her Majefty’s ‘ beauteous 
“<< mouth,” and of his own “ flavery.” The Reader will 
moreover pleafe to obferve in it, as a proof of what I 
have already advanced, that as I had been the inftru- 
ment, the Cardinal had made ufe of, to put the Queen 
in mind of his exiftence; fo I became the pretence, 
which fanétioned, as I. may fay, his claims to her re- 
turning favour. My advice had been, not to mention 
me, but to begin with a written juftification of himfelf; 
knowing .that-the Queen defired nothing farther of him. 
Rut he was wont-to treat me as a child,-andto thatur- 


dif- 


ton a 
difcretion he added the folly of affuming the title, which 
he ever after retained, of her Majefty’s “ fave.” Though 
1 highly difapproved of fuch incanfittencies, I was 
forced to fubmit, and delivered the letter. 

The fubfequent letter, (No. II.) fufficiently points 
out, what anfwer the Queen charged me to give to the 
firft. The only obfervation I have to make upon it, is 
this, that his communicating the contents of it to me, 
very much offended me. It is obfervable, that at the 
very beginning, it contains a doubt, injurious to me; 
concerning the degree of confidence with which the 
Queen might honour me. I thought I difcovered that 
his object was to leave to her Majefty the choice of any 
other intermediate perfon, and of courfe, to facrifice me, 
as foon as that other perfon, no matter whom, fhould 
offer; provided only, their fituation enabled them. to 
finifh the work which I had begun. 

The inftant the Cardinal appeared to diftruft me, that 
aiftruft naturally became mutual, and I refolved to 
watch his proceedings. ‘Though he could not, hand- 
fomely, forbear communicating the letters he committed 
to my charge; I felt I fhould but imperfeétly under- 
ftand the correfpondence, unlefs I alfo had a fight of all 
thofe I conveyed to him from the Queen. I therefore 


determined not only to read, but even to take copies of 


all that paffed through my hands on both fides. One 
motive that particularly ftimulated me to this refolution, 
{hall be more fully laid open in the fequel of thefe Me- 
moirs; all that I can now fay of it is, that, notwith- 
ftanding the general confidence the Cardinal placed in 
me, he had fome intrigue, concerning which, he fhew- 
ed fomething mere than mere referve. I faw couriers 
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drrive, “with whom he was clofetted, and the packets he 
received, or thofe he de elivered, pafled out of one hand 
‘ato another with the greateft fecrecy, and I have often 
heard the noife’ of* the ftrong-box, where he no doubt 
depofited them. ‘If] ventured to put a queftion’ to him, 
I faw ferioufnefs, and a tincture of ill-humour overfhade 
his countenance.’ Certainly, If I could have furmiled, 
what T only ‘cafie’ to’ the knowlege of afterwards, that 
all. that myfterioufnels had. a relation tompolitics, 1 
thould’ hot have'beén {6 Uunjuft as tocomplain of his ‘dif- 
éretion; but in general, I knew the ‘Cardinal ‘not to be 
difcreet,; ahd I little fufpected him of meddling’ in poli- 
tics’; fo'that, I muft own, I thought quite another. fort 
of intrigue was on a and I thank Heaven that J 
yielded to the impulfe of my curiofity, and got the bet- 
fet of the relu€tance I experienced when I came to the 
execution. ‘To that precaution, blameable in fome ref- 
pects, but juftifie ed by the event, I am in debted for ‘the 
only weapons I Have Leh , againft the obduracy of in- 
yuftice, an id the vindi¢ dena of oppreflive power. 

It is doubtlefs to be lamented, ‘that out of near two 
hundred letters, which the colleétion -of this correfpond- 
ence would kave'contained, had I been able to bring them 
together; only thirty-one have fallen into my power 5 
but I atteft the truthy-that J ss Ps none; ‘that: they 
are all 1 could poflibly copy, beca fe moft of the others, 
being of little or no bonierostice wete burnt almoftas 
foon as receivedi> Thofe from: the! Quéenje which the 
Cardinal would frequently perule with rapture, were: not 
depofited in his me box: but in his Eferutoré, where it 


was eafy for me to find the means of. looking ever, and 
franifcribing them.  As-to thofe :feomr the: Prince, he 
always 
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always fent them to me u ider a ig wafer, fo that, 
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excepting the bi reach of truft, wl ich I hnve explained 


the motive of, [ could copy them at lei fure; but I didnot 
talxe that trouble, when they were of no Tienes tion, and 
this proved to be the cafe four times out of five. 

From this expofition, it will eafily-be conceived, that 
the extract I et to the Reader is not the moft indif- 
ferent part of the beforementioned _ correly fpondence. 
Previous, to refuming the thread of my narr ation, may I 
be allowed to obferve, that as I never announced to the 
public any thing more than the poffeffion of thofe copies 5 
the. conducét of certain idle individuals, and fenfelefs 
pamphleteers, mutt apners very extraordinary; who 
have, for fome tirhe palit, been obftinately bent upon ad- 
vertifing a ibel, faid to se written by me; grounded on 
a €orrefpondence, of which I was faid to have pretended 
that the originals were in my pofiefiion, The originals! 
How was it pofible I fhould’ poffefs them? Was I not 
obliged to deliver, to the refpetive parties, all the let- 
ters and abel they mutually tranfmitted to each other 
through my means?, Had I intercepted .a finele’ line, 
contd not my “infidelity have been difcovered at their 
next mecting?. Two words of explanation would have 
accelerated my ruin. -No---I. never, had) the folly to 
pretend that I poffeffed the otiginals, to promife an m-~ 
poffibility: but I. have. faid, in general terms, that I 
would print letters from the Queen to the Cardinal: I 

¢ length fulfil my engagement. 

It may be feen, gh the fecond L letter of the Cardinal, 
that the Queen had le refufed th¢ interview foli- 


cited in ens firft, and left no hope that it would be grant- 
e a : 
ed; unlels he fhould. be ni to exculpate himfelf, m 

Writing. 
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Hing, from an accumulation of heavy charges brought 
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againft him, Her Majefty, when fhe ik eee me to 
return that anfwer, had expreffed herfelf, as if fhe ima- 
cined it to be an utter impoffibility that he could ever 
jultify himfelf. “ I have proofs againft him, faid fhe, 
«s bhibl it is not in his power to invalidate.” I did not 
difguife from. the Cardinal, that her Majefty appeared 
but lictle difpofed to alter her mind refpeéting him, and 
as | repeated to him the Queen’s own words, he faid 
fomething to me, wrapt in great obfcunty ; this, how- 
ever, gave me a little knowledge of the nature of that 
political intrigue, of which 1 have faid a few words, and 


aa 


He gave me to underftand, that the Queen was not 
fuch an abfolute miftrefs of sed own actions, as I ima- 
eined; that fhe ftood as much in need of him, ashe did 
of her; that if ever he fhould owe his elevation to her, 
fhe would be indebted to him for the exercife of fove- 
reignty, the only objeét, not only of her own perfonal 
ambition, but of that of the Emperor, her brother. 

That fingle word was the key to all the myfterious 
tranfaétions between him and the various agents I fre- 


oncerning which I had been fo egregioufly miftaken. 


| quently faw arriving, and who, I fuppofed, were Germans. 
| I underftood he was in correfpondence with the Emperor, 
/ and that, probably, it was the wifh of the Queen, that the 
) Cardinal fhould be at the head of affairs; in which fup- 
ofition I was perfectly right. However, as that idea 
caaitod not efface the impreffions made on me by the 
Queen’s laft words relative to the Cardinal, I told him, 
iy adding I hoped I was miftaken, that her ‘Ma- 
jefty feemed more difpofed to injure him, than to exert 
ei felf to obtain his’ elevation; and that I faw no way to 
remove 


remove Hier prepofieffions, but his vindicating himfelf by 
1 written jufiifcation, fince fhe required it. The note 
No. IV. was the immediate effe&t of my advice. “ The 
ffave” faid he obeyed; and arinounced part of his defence 
for the next day. 

The article No. V. is extrernely interefting, and de» 
ferves to be read with that attention, which the Cardinal 
at his firft fetting out requefts of the Queen. It contains 
the defence; announced the day before, and refers to 
faéts; prior in point of date, which few of my readers 
would fufpect the nattire of. I think it neceffary, there- 
fore, to explain to them, whatever in that long narration 
aA be unintelligible, as I have now bid adieu to ai 
manner of reftraint.---That fame Cardinal, fo profufe of 
words, in order to prove to the Queen, that all the 
charges laid againft him were fo many falfities, and mere 
flanderous accufations, has repeatedly informed me, that 
her Majefty’s refentments were unfortunately well ground-. 
ed. He has entrufted me with the fecret, that at the 
time of his embaffy to Vienna, when the Queen Was yet 
Archduchefs ; emboldened by the levity of her behavi- 

ur, he had prefumed to pay his addreffes to her, which 
had not been rejected; that his ex xpected happineis had, 
however, paffed away like a dréam; that the pointed 
preference which a German officer had sirained before 
his eyes, had fo enraged and diftracted him, as to 
make him hazard indiftreet {fpeeches; that he did not 
doubt but the Queen had preferved the remembrance 
of that imprudence, to whic! n he attributed the 

he had languifhéd under, ever fince her Maje fey 
ceffion to the throne. He mentioned, to. me, one: day, 
that when the Archduchefs paffed through Saverne, on 
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her way to Verfailles, a ray of hope anitated his heart, 
and encouraged him to haften thither to receive her, 


in the palace of the Old Cardinal his uncle ; where, 


having thrown himfelf at her feet, to kifs the hem of 


her robe, fhe had kindly raifed him up; and, blufhing, 
held out her hand, which Se faluted with the moft ex- 
quifite fenfation 12. Bur,” addded he, “ that was the 
« Jatt look of tendernefs 1 ever experienced ‘from the 
‘© Princefs. Hurried into the vortex of ‘the court, fhe 
<s faw herfelf furrounded with fo: many adorers; that | 
«¢ wis no longer diftingu! fhed in the crowd. ‘The Count 
«¢ @ Artois eclipfed them all; yet the Count d ‘Artois 
« was but an object of coquetry.” 

This confidential communication neceffarily gave 
birth to another, which muft alfo be im parted to the 
to We-fee by the Cardinal’s own a lefence, that 

as fomething more than fufpected of having fabri- 
yh at Madame Dubarry’s, the letters to which I have 
alluded. ‘He has told me they were the produce of -his 
jealoufy ; that the Emprefs Queen, v who loved him, 
having noes of the errors imputed to her daughter, had 


applied to him, in order to gain the information. fhe 
defired ; t attributing to the intrigue of the Count 


has the es ike the Dauphinefs expreffed for him, 
he had related the truth, without the leaft difguife; 
that thofe fatal letters being found among the papers of 
the Emprefs, after her death, had been ret urned to the 
Queen, by the Emperor. 

Thunder(truck at this confeffion: “ How! cried], 
has the Queen fuch papers in her hands, and you charge 
me to affure her of your innocence!” He fill drew his 
arguments 
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arguments from political confiderations, which muft: 1n- 
fluence the Queen’s conduct. “ The Emperor, faid he, 
s¢ will have at the head of affairs a Minifter devotee to 
« him there is no refentment but muft give way.’ {ple se 
converfed like a man acquainted with the fpirit of courts, 
and it will fhortly be feen, that according!y her Majetty, 
though furnifhed with fuch proots of his perfidy, carried 
her policy to that inconceivable length, as to deny to 
him her having thofe proofs in her poffefiion. 

I muft recommend the ‘moft ferious: attention to 
this circumftance ; it is of sinfinite confequence to me 
to evince to the world, that excefs of difimulation of 
which the Queen was capable. A ftriking inftance of it 
eccursin the letter No. VI. . It is manifeft, by the manner 
in which the eae there expreffes himfelf; that the 
verbal anfwer I had conveyed to him, from the Queen, 
befpoke an approaching pardon; \t that. confesuently her 
Majefty had affected to be in a great meafure fatisfied 
with. that defence, ashes fhe bard in her efcrutore all 
that was requifite to convict the Cardinal. Accordingly 
itis feen that the lave writes with confidence to his dear 

mafter, and you behold him already fuing for ixifles, 
talking of fair hands, and of her charming mouth ;---the 
Queen faffers it all!----She dees yet more; fhe per- 
mits me to give hopes of the return of her good 
graces ; ; nor is that. enough ; fhe mutt write berfelf, her 
own hand muft confirm the affurances I had given ins 
her name; and above all, fhe muft affirm, that fhe never 
had knowledge of thofe letters, which the Cardinal him- 
felf knew had been tranfmitted to her by the Emperor, 
_---What refinement of diffimulation in fo amiable a 
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Princefs ? In a word, the Queen paffes a fpunge over 
paft tranfactions, and afferts that all unfavorable impref- 
fions are obliterated. (*) 

The Emperor’s inftructions muft have been very po- 
fitive, he mutt have been heartily. tired of the Count de 


Vergennes, and highly incenfed. againft that Minifter, 


to induce the Queen, his fifter, to at a part fo unwor- 
thy both of her difpofition and her rank. 
We are come to the moment, when in order to’ pal- 
he in fome refpects, - the a See s conduct, it is necef- 
fary to fhew, that nearly about this time, the correfpon- 
dence, which, as I have already had occafion to fay, had 
commenced between the Emperor and the Cardinal, 


was extended to the Queen, and that the grand negocia- 


tions, I fhall have to {peak of hereafter, were at the eve 
of been entered upon. It is to thofe confiderations, 


infinitely more than to the {mall afcendancy I had over 
her Majefty, that the meeting muft be attributed, which 
was thought to be my work, ‘and at which I was myfelf 
aftonifhed ; yet it would appear, that the Queen wifhed 
me to believe, that the Cardinal owed all'to me; my 
influence feeming to increafe, in proportion as the Car- 
dinal conceived hopes of recovering that which he had 
loft. Her Majefty continued to fhower benefits upon 
me, and each fucceeding day feemed to add to the con- 
fidence with which fhe honoured me. I in reality was 
become an important perfonage; for furrounded as the 
Queen was with the Cardinal’s enemies, fince the had 
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reafons to treat him with regard, and fecretly to favour 
him, fhe could not have found a perfon more proper 
than myfelf to fecond her views, as they fo periectly 

coincided with my own, being directed to nothing but 

the Cardinal’s elevation. | 

Her Majefty ceafed not to recommend fecrecy. to me; 
but fo frequent were the perfonal intercourfes, that in fpite 
of all my caution, I was fometimes fubject to difcovery; 
and the number of perfons who fought after me, 
made me fufficiently fenfible, that 1 had’ many felf- 
¢reated confidants, to whom my confidence had never 
been imparted. I was obliged to be ever on the wing, 
fo faft were letters muitiplied on both fides; I have feen 
the Cardinal write four in a day. 

I have already noticed, that I only took. copies of 
whatever appeared to me in any way remarkable: for 
inftance, I did not mifs the letter No. VIII. It proves 
how far thofe of my hireling detraétors fwerved from 
truth, who have. dared to affert, that I caufed to be 
forged the letters that I conveyed to the Cardinal from 
the Queen. -Not to advert to the abfurdity of fup- 
pofing, that the Prince did not know her Majefty’s 
hand-writing, it will be allowed, at leaft, that if I could, 
in that’ particular, fo grofsly impofe upon him, I could 
not poffibly make him believe that the Queen “ /miled 
upon him” and “ publicly made him fignals of intelligence.” 
‘This is the language of the letter referred to; 1 cannot 
have diGated it to him;---I1 cannot have written for 
him ;---I cannot have fafcinated his eyes, fo far as to 
make him believe that the Queen ‘“ /miled on him,” if 
fhe aétually did not fmile; that fhe “ publicly made bim 
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te fignals of intelligence,” if no fuch finals were publicly 
made; if hefays, that “ he is the happieft of mortals for 
« having een thofe “ fmiles,” and “ fignals of intelli+ 
gence,” it 18, becaufe he has feen them ‘with his own 
eyes. 

It is well known that I had no kind of intercourfe 
with that mountebank Caglioftro, and that, confequently, 
I did not fecond the impofitions by which he fported 
with the Cardinal’s credulity. ‘The Queen had fmiled, 
had put on a gracious countenance; the Queen there- 
fore, at the period I am fpeaking of, was, or pretended 
to be, freed from her prejudices; I had not, confe- 
quently, deceived the Cardinal, when I firft gave him 
hopes, and afterwards aflurance, of that revolution in 
his favour. I had accefs to the Queen----1 had a fhare 
in her confidence; and long before fhe vouchfafed to _/mile 
on the Cardinal, and publicly make him fignals of intelli- 
gence, 1 had apprized him that fuch was her intention ; 
but that fhe wifhed to maintain an appearance of referve, 
to cover i reconciliation fhe Confented to. -Thofe who 
have faid that I feigned to have influence; that I forged 
whoo that I had no accefs to the Queen’s perfon, 
were therefore flanderers; and what was fhe herfelf, the 
proud Auftrian, when at the very moment of her over- 
whelming the Cardinal with all the awfulnefs of incenfed 
Majefty, fhe denied to him, in prefence of the Kine, 
that ever fhe had known me? I hope that when I come 
to that melancholy part of my narration, the reader will 
pleafe to recollect this obfervation, which my impatience 
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Notes and letters paffed in rapid fucceffion to and fro; 
but the parties did not perionally meet. The Cardinal 
was urgent, 1 became impatient with the Queen. At 
length, on the 15th of May, I obtained from her the 
note numbered (IX It will there be feen, that her 
Majefty promifed “ fhortly to gratify his defire of feeing 
“ her, and that fhe found no fault with it.”---Moft at- 
furedly that part of the note will not be perufed with in- 
difference, where her Majefty condefcends to read a lec- 
ture on circumfpedction and prudence to the man, whom 
in her firft letter fhe ftyled, ® the moft indifcreet of men,” 
It muft be owned, it was fingularly. curious that her 
Majyefty fhould take upon herfelf the tafk of inftructrels 
to fo elevated a religious dignitary. 

The paper No. X. requires no explanation. Every 
body underftands that the imperfonal “ dt? is the King, 
who, already informed of the “ /wiles and fignals of intel- 


© ligence,” had urged fome ambiguous interrogatories. 


We muft not anticipate by any hints the unravelling of 


the “* /cheme which will-furely give said :” I. thall fre- 


quently have occafion to fpeak of Trianon 

The letter No. XI.-conveys at once an idea both of 
the Cardinal’s {tyle “of. gailantry, and of the indulgent 
acquiefcence with which her Majefty received a formal 
declaration of love. "The Cardinal had not mentioned one 
word to me of all-he pretends to have faid; but in love, 
as in war, ftratagems are allowable. However impor 
tunate | muf often have appeared to the Queen in the 
Cardinal’s behalf, I certainly never fhould have taken 
upon me to retail fuch fenfelefs ftuff to her Majefty: 
nay, I had taken fpecial care, every time that the Prince’s 
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name was mentioned in cenverfation, to avoid allex- 
preffions that could attribute to #53 earneit folicitations, 
any other motive than that of dutiful refpect. Ie“is true, 
the Queen. had even more than hi if he to me, that fhe 


was not ignorant Me the motive which  aaltiicodl the 


Cardinal to court the return of ‘her good graces. But, 
(I cannot too frequently repeat it) asher Majelty was her- 
felf fwayed by political confiderations sth .e did not think it 
Rene ree much lefs was fhe offended, that the Car- 
dinal’s proceedings fhould have ambition for their lead- 


ing sincibie ‘But whatever motive might have in- 
duced them, I made’ my reprefentatioris, which, ac- 
cording to cuftom, proved unavailing, and 1 fulfilled 
my miffion, that is, I delivered the letter, of the con- 
tents of which-I had taken the liberty to exprefs my dif- 
approbation. W hile the Queen was perufing it, I care-~ 
fully obferved her countenance, and was aftonifhed at 
“the ferenity with which fhe went through all the trifling 
nonfenfe it contained; but her Majefty has fince taught 
me to wonder at nothing 

Having embarked in this ftrange correfpondence, it 
will be imagined that my intention is to purfue it to the 
moment when, forthe firfttime, mention is made of the 
fatal Necxuacr. ‘That valuable bauble, which has 
given birth to fuch univerfal converfation and conjecture, 
will certainly be fuppofed to be the principal object of 
thefe Memoirs.. To that fubjeét alone I fhould have 
confined myfelf, had it not appeared to me e “ential, that 
J Should previoufly relate the circumftances which pre- : 
ceded that bufinefs, and “a ought on the horrid cataftrophe 
that followed: for it is evident, that from being ignorant 
of 


fF $0, 57] 


| of the concatenation of thofe circumftances, nine out of ' 

ten perfons who have fought to form an idea of 

that. intricate and unhappy affair, have either found 

themfelves led into a labyrinth of confufion, or have 

formed the moft unfavourable impreffions of my con- 

 duét, in confequence of the various. libels publithed 
_ againft me by the hirelings of the houfe of Rohan. 


1 thall-for the reafons alledged, I hope, ftand excufed, 
if I continue to diffufe, over the particulars of this cor- 
} refpondence, all the light that is requifite ; and it will be 
found that thofe circumftances, which at the fir(t fight 
| might appear of trivial confequence in themfelves, be= 
| come of importance as they relate to me, and, of courfe, 
to all thofe who feel an intereft in, and feek. after the 
truth of that myfterious tranfaction: 
|. The paper No, XII. gives rife to reflexions of a very 
fingular nature. A note from a nobleman of the hicheft 
rank, from the Lord High Almoner of France, com- 
mences with the following words, which the Queen is 
fuppofed to underftand: «© pup Savack!”---Now, as 
none but the Queen, the Cardinal the Savage, and myfelf 


L 


are acquainted with the meaning of that term, it is not 
foreion. to the purpofe to inform the non-initiated, that 
this appellation was the nickname of an ob{cure man, 


known but to few, under the title of Baron de Planta, the 


w 


yd 


Cardinal’s toad-eater, not to name him after Voltaire, 

“ the Prince’s friend.” It will appear in the fequel, that 

he fhared with the Cardinal in his perilous adventures. 
On the'perufal of this-note, is it: poffible to reprefs a 


| : : 
fentiment, if not -of indignation, at leaft of the utmoft | | 
aftonifhment?---To fee a mighty Queen, in other re- 
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{pects fo haughty, doomed through 4 omity 

bear with impunity Cach indecorums, not to fay inde- 
cencies. Neverthelets, fylfome as the language of this 
note is, it 1s evident that the Queen perfectly knews that 
this Baron de Planta was in the fecret as well- as myfelf, 
and that fhe was fo little offended at it, that fhe even 
vouchfafed to fhew him a gracious countenance, OF, as 
the Cardinal expreffes it, “ fignals of intelligence.”  In- 
deed, it mutt be owned, her Majelty was very lavifh of 
thofe fignals. I underftood them well, and thought them ° 
truly enchanting; I do not wonder they turned the poor 
Baron’s brain; - lefs favour from fuch a quarter, was 
furely fufficient to bewilder the imagination of any 
man. 

Keeping to the order of dates, ] now come to an era 
which I cannot pofitbly pais without more minute attention 
to it than I have paid to thofe which have preceded. I 
earné{tly intreat the reader, before he proceeds a line fur- 
ther, to read attentively the paper (No. XUI.) which is 
a literal copy of a letters written by the Cardinal to the | 
Queen, immediately after the {cene, in which Mademoi- 
felle Oliva acted the part fo much talked of in the pro- 
ceedings on my trial. 

When my relation draws toa conclufion; whén the 
various ftratagems are developed and. expofed to view, 
which have been ufed*to prevent my communicating any 
circumftances which might reflect on the Queen; it will 
then be underftood, why, what | am now going to relate 
concerning that ftrange incident, differs fo effentially from! 
whatever was faid, at that junéture, upon the trial. - 
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‘I'he reafon of that difference is thus accounted for. Atthat 
time they laboured to perfuade me, that {peaking the truth 
was endangering my life; and now, I am convinced, my 
honour mutt be facrificed, if I do not fpeak truth. I muft 
therefore folemnly affert and declare to the world, that 
as well refpecting the fatal jewel, as concerning other 
fubfequent matters, I do proteft againft all that has been 
faid, againft ail that I myfelf faid -before my judges; 
trufting that this declaration will not be deemed extraor- 
dinary, when it is confidered as being the refult of a mind, 
now, not fettered by oppreffion, and which had in the 
former inftance been actuated by fear and apprehenfion, 
and trembling under the fword of tyranny and inyuftice. 

One day that the Cardinal and myfelf were crofs exa- 
mined on a delicate point, which neither of us intended 
to clear up, from a refpect for the Queen; I faid fome- 
thing inconfiftent with the truth... “ Ah, Countefs (faid 
“the Prince) how can you confefs what. you know to 
‘ be falfe2?” “ Like all the reft, my Lord, anfwered I, » 
« ever fince thefe gentlemen have put interrogatories to 
<< us, you know that neither you nor I have told them 
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< a fingle word of the truth.” 

Nor was it poffible we fhould; the queftions to be 
put to us were ready prepared, nay, often the an- 
fwers to them; and we were obliged to-frame our re- 
plies in the manner prefcribed, or expect death, in the 
Battille. » This our counfel inceffantly reprefented to us. 
Let any one judge of the reliance to be had on a chain 
of evidence, in which each interrogatory was calculated 
to bring forth the reply that had been previoully at- 
tached. to it! In a. word, all that I, at this period, and 
G unembarrafied, 


unembarrafied, have to fey, concerning the part ated by 


the Queen in the whole of this. unfortunate tranfaétion, I 

was not permitted to ftate at the time of my trial 

Hence the falfe notions which the public haye imbibed; 

hence the difficulty of making truth counteract falfhood; 

hence the advantage my detractors will have, by accufing 
me of being falfified, either at the time of my trial, or 
at the prefent -period. 

With one word, I hope, however,:I can refift their 
malice. I was then compelled to falfhood, or. death, 
by the hand of an executioner; to day I muf fpeak 
the truth, or die by my own; for I am made defperate, 
by.imputed ignominies. There is no alternative left 
| me, but non-exiftence or the cleareft juftification. 

f | I have fufficiently expofed the ambitious views, the 
political confiderations, that had brought together two 
beings, who, in the main, mutually -defpifed and de- 
tefted each other; there remains for me to obferve, that 
as witnefs to all that paffed, confidant to. both the per- 

} fonages, I manifeftly. faw that the demon of politics pre- 
vented their proceeding to open extremities. It has 
been but too well known how little referved the Cardi- 
nal was, in his fpeeches concerning the Queen; and his 
reftraint was {till lefs with me. On the other hand, the 
Queen intimated to me from time to time,-that fhe was 
made acquainted with his indifcretions, patt sa prefent. 
Madame de Guémenée had filled her Majefty’s: mind 
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with prejudices, almoft unconquerable, and had nearly 
pet rfuaded her, tl 

( ings, andof all his contrivances, was to expofe her Ma- 
jelly. 


iat the object of the Cardinal’s proceed- 


The 
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The Queen, one day in converfation, faid to ime, 
{peaking of th i¢ Cardinal: ‘* Would you believe it?. this 
“very morning a perfon worthy of credie and: well ac- 
quaint ae with him, has affured me, he was my. bit- 
“ ‘terelt enemy.” I heard with attention,, and felt-con- 
cern; for, from thence, I rather defpaired of ever being 
able to eftablith between two bei ings, fo ill difpofed to- 
wards each other, that cordiality, that harmony, fo ne- 
ceflary to their refpective views. Meanwhile the Car- 
dinak was very urgent with me, and I took notice, that 
for fome time paft, the Queen did not wait for my men- 
tioning him to her, but often was before-hand with me, 
by afking queltions, which, though feeming gly indifferent, 
had an evident tendency to lead the converfation to that 
particular fubject, 

Before any mention was made of the girl Oliva, the 
Queen repeatedly introduced the delicate topic, which 
I had always fought to elude. It is manifeft fhe wanted 
to bring me to an abfolute explanation, on the nature of 
the fentiments I fuppofed the Cardinal entertained, or 
that I might have obferved, in his difcourfe, in his con- 
fidential communications. Senfible that I. had con- 
veyed letters to her Majefty, which contained fentiments, 
however foreign-to thofé the Cardinal in reality poffeffed, 
yet were couched in fuch language they could not be 
mifunderftood, and having noticed, as I have alt ead: 
obierved, that her Majefty perufed them without any 
tokens of difapprobation, I thought I might venture, 
at length, to hint, that I believed the Prince. was po/- 
Lfed with the 7 af lively paffion for ber wes One day, 

therefore, when the was urging me on that head, upon 
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my telling her that I would warrant the Catdinal’s fin- 
cerity, on penalty of lofing her Majefty’s favour: “ Ven- 
« ture nothing rafhly, faid fhe;---fincere or not, the 
« Cardinal wants me to credit his profeffions of fince- 
“ rity.---Suppofe I do? pray, tell me what are eventu- 
« ally his views ? He ought never to have hoped for one 
“« favourable look, yet I have eranted him his pardon. 
«« Elewrites to me---I anfwer him---fearce have I had let- 
«¢ fure, in fome degree, to diveft myfeif of the unfavour- 
« able fentiments which I have been forced to entertain 
« of him, but he obftinately demands a private interview 
« __-Js it in order to~ revive the ftories he forged about 
<< his refidence at Vienna ?---Do you know what he has 
© to fay to me?---Loes he ftill fee the Duke de Lauzun, 
« the Prirfce de Luxembourg?---Is he yet on good terms 
«with Madame de Brionne?---Does he ftill vifit at Ma- 
«© dame de Marigny’s?---They fay he fees a young lady 
<¢ of the name of St, Leger, who is reckoned very hand- 
«-fomer” 

After a number of other queftions nearly of the fame 
tendency, her Majefty feemed for an inftant to recol- 


¢ 


leé&t herfelf, and then refuming her difcourfe, fhe pro- 
ceeded thus.---“ I have fufficiently fignified to you, on 
& various occafions, how much reafon | have had to 
«© complain of the Cardinal. Though I have pardon- 
« ned, I have not been able to forget his paft mifcon- 
« duét. of which I have told you that | have proofs 
>) i P 
¢ irrefragable; nor can I fhut my eyes on the recent evi- 
«dence he has given of a culpability, highly deferving 
« reprobation.. From what,you have been telling me 
« vourfelf, he takes upon him to affect towards me, fen- 
Lt 
‘- timents, the more offenfive in roportion as they are 
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« the lefs encouraged. You are not the only one he 


«© entertains with his idle dreams ; the Duke de Lauzun, 
<¢ and the Prince de Luxembourg, whom | juft now 
« mentioned defignediy, make it the fubjeét of their 
< merriment. I have often had my name very unbe- 
« comingly brought in queftion at the Hotel de Sou- 
<¢ bife, and I know that numbers who are deceived, by 
« his public converfation, think that I admit private 
« meetings. How !---would you have me expofe my- 
«<¢ felf by receiving privately a man of fuch notorious 
< indiferetion? Who having prefumed to write roman- 
< tic letters to me, would add to his folly by greater 
“ extravagances, by catting himfelf at my feet, talking 
« of love, and by carrying perhaps ftill farther his rafh- 
<< nefs and his frenzy ? I tell you again that I fufpect 
<¢ him; that I cannot impute fo extraordinary a beha- 
< viour, but to a fettled fcheme to expofe my charac- 
“ ter, and that if I had not fome particular reafons for 
“© concealing from him my real fentiments, I would for- 
“ bid you ever to mention: him to me, and efpecially 
< chareing yourfelf with his letters; I would moreover 
«© command you to let him know my will.” 
To thefe circumftances, I reflected I was no {tranger ; 
but the Queen had particular reafons to keep upon sood 
terms with him, and I was aware of the cogency of 
them.--- If your Majeity, anfwered I, would permit 
«¢ me to plead the caufe of the abfent, I would take the 
« liberty to obferve, that from the moment you have 
« had the goodnefs to pardon what is paft, it 1s con- 
fiftent with your natural generofity to lofe remem- 
« brance of it, Your Majefty’s cenfure is*not in con- 
| s¢ fequence 
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“« fequence of your own feelings, but is irritated by the 
envenomed {tings of envy and malice. If Ihave pre- 


“ fumed to give your Majefty an idea of the nature of 

thofe fentiments which I: attribute to the Cardinal, I 
have taken care to make them confiftent -with the 
“« moft profound refpect. Reafon and reflection render 
“ this lattér fentiment, fuperior to every other; in his 
“ mind; the formeris involuntary, and fuchas allmén who 
have the happinels of feeing you, muft feel themfelves 
« infpired with. The Teports reipecting his pretended 
imprudencies cannot but be flander ous; I would ven- 
taxe the moft facred affurances of it; and for 
“ this reafon, that I never heard him {peak of your 
Mayefty. but in terms of admira aHGM, and certainly he 
** puts Onno conftraint with me.’ 

Here the Queen took a few turnsin her clofet, and 
coming back to me, with a thoughtful look: « An idea 
** occurs to me, faid fhe ;----Pray, what female ac- 
‘ quaintances have you got? Tell me the names of 
‘ fome of your intimates,----- I have my reafons for 
* afking you this queftion,” 

After I had named _ various perfons with whom I 
was more or leis connected, fhe faid to me: Do you 
*« think you have fo much influence over any one of 
‘‘ thofe women, as to. prevail on her to comply with 
what I am going to propofe ?----You will abfolutely 
“ perfuade me to grant the Cardinal an interview---- 
but I have my reafons for dreading an interview---- 
I fhall not be without uneafinefs till I have made 
“ trial of him. I will condefcend 70 fee him, without 
« feeing bim.----1 know not whether you perfectly un- 


derftand 
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* derftand my meaning ?----I could wif to be fatisGed 

“© of his behaviour to me, the firft time I thould really 

““grant him~an interview. Were it not pofiible, under 
se aks of the darknefs, to fubfticute fome othér wo- 
| man in my ftead, with whom the Cardinal might 
' © converfe, while he, at the fame time concludes, he is 
pddretiita himfelf to me? I could be near enough to 
overhear their converfation. I fhould then know 
|“ how to act. with refpeét to the real. interview, -and 
would refolve upon granting or denying it, according 
© as his behaviour fhould appear, either to deferve it or 
“not. Among the ladies you have been mentioning, 
do you know of none who would w iinet fallin with 
this little piece of deceit, which is fuggefted by pru- 
| “dence? The matter, however, may perhaps require 
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| “ greater confideration than I have had time to —? 


upon it.----Come to-morrow, we will talk more f fully 
on the fubject.” 

Returning the next day, in compliance with her Ma- 
Jefty’s command, I Kail her determined on the exe- 
|cution of her project. The bufinefs feemed to wear. fo 
| pleafant an appearance, that it drew from her, when 
aione, involuntary peals of laughter. She. fingled out 
for the actrefs, in the farce, that is, for her reprefenta- i 
tive, the Lady Barone/s of Cruffil, whom 1 was fi requently i 
with, and who, in reality, hada capacity to favour the j 
| deception; but I reprefented, that howe ever univerfal { 
|the defire muft be of perfo rming any thing a a to a sha | 


~ 
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ther Majefty, 1 queftioned whether Madame de Cruftol if 
|could comply with the propofal, without previoufly con: 
fislting her hufband, a circumftance which could not be | t 


agreeabie, 
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agreeable. I obferved, befides, that. the very natural” 
fear of being difcovered by, the Cardinal, and detected 
in the performance of fuch an impofition on him, ap-" 
peared to me an iniuper: able bar.---** In that. cafe,” faidy 
the Queen, intefrupting me, © I would make my ap- 
“ pearance, and extiicate the Lady out of her difi- 
« culty. You may tell her, that fuch an act of com- 
« plaifance will very much oblige me. Bs 
his manner of exprefling herfelf was equivalent to” 
a command, I no longer infifted, but quitted her Ma- 
jefty, promifing my utmoft endeavour to procure her 
fatisfaction. 
At that period of t time, my hufband had no know- 
ledge of the political intrigue between the Queen and 
the Cardinal; he only knew that-I was admitted to her 
Majefty, and that it was to her liberality I owed the 
affluence. of which he was a partaker. The Cardinal; 
from motives which I never fearched into, continually 
recommended to me difcretion with regard to Mr. de la 
Motte. Hitherto I had ferupuloufly followed his ad= 
vice, but the reflections I had made on the Queen’s 
{trange and whimfical plan, on the ficklenefs of difpofi- 
tion in the perfon fhe had pitched upon, together witha 
multitude of other prevailing confiderations, determined 
me to confult him in fo delicate a conjuncture; and I 
difclofed to him the whole affair. He turned pale while’ 
he liftened to me, and his-peremptory refufal of being 
concerned in an intrigue,. which he called dangerous, 
put me grofsly out of temper, I urged the matter forci- 
bly, and by dint of perfeverance and perfuafion, I made 
him at length underftand that his happinefs and mine 


depended 
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depended on’the Queen, and that we muft yield a blind 
compliance to all that fhe defired.. I recollect our paf- 
fine the whole night: in confidering’ whether or not I 
fhould venture on the ftep I was commiuffioned to take 
with regard to Madame de Cruffol.. All circumftances 
duly weighed, we agreed it. was dangerous for ourfelves 
to introduce her into the fcheme. . That her family being 
very ambitious, ‘might avail. themfelves of the opportu- 
nity to fupplant us.---Ways might be found, faid M. de 
la Motte, to fatisfy the Queen, without expofing any 
one, but I will not explain my meaning before we agree 
that the Cardinal be ‘let into’ the fecret. I affented, and 
gave him an account of all.that had paffed, and of what 
we were planning. J told him, it was atrial he mutt 
go through, or give up‘all hopes of a farther interview. 
After paufing a while, -he -burft into a loud Jaugh.----- 
«© How, then, fays-he, can the Queen really think that 
«¢ I can be fo grofsly impofed on?----Well, no matter, 
‘© J will comply with. -evéry thing. If fhe is fond ofa 
“¢ farce, we mutt give her one. » You may reft affured, 
<< the foall never know that Iwas forewarned, sand I will 
play my part in fuch a» manner as ‘fhall leave her.no 
“ fufpicion of my not acting it in earneft.” 

Every thing being thus: agreed upon with the Cardi- 
nal, the only remaining point was, to meet with a wo- 
man who would anfwer our views. My hufband took 
upon him to find one, who fhould be induced,to do, for 
a pecuniary confideration, what it-was -intended another 
fhould do from a motive of ambition.. Chance, on this 
occafion, ferved him better than all his enquiries could 
have done... The very next day, coming out of the Pa- 

TL. Jats- 
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ais-Royal Gardens, up a flight of fteps, which lead froth 
a very narrow, dark paffage into the ftreet, he obferved 
2 woman, decently drefled, holding a child of five or fix 
years old by the hand. Seeing her pufhed about by the 
‘croud afcending and defcending, he offered his hand, 
which fhe refufed ; however, he helped the child up to 
‘the top of the ftairs, where he again proferred to fee the 
mother fafe home. This propofal, with fome apparent 
reluctance, fhe accepted. ' He therefore proceeded with 
; her to the ready furnifhed hotel where fhe refided, and 
was not long before he difcovered by her converfation, 
that fhe was pretty nearly fuch a machine as he was looking 
for. Slight intimations which fhe gave of ‘her fituation 
not ‘being the moft comfortable, fufficie atly declared fhe 
would not turn a deaf ear to offers of a pecuniary na- 
ture. From the account he gave me of his difcovery, 
I prevailed on him to go to her again, and to make 
fure of her by a prefent. Accordingly’he did fo, and 
having renewed the: former converfation relative to her 
little. difficulties, he difcovered that a fum of three or 
four hundred livres was for the prefent the object of her 
wifhes. . He embraced this opportunity to tell her, that 
he would not only lend her that fum, but w nud pro- 
cure her a more confiderable one, provided fhe would 
take an active part, in a trick that:was to be put upon a 
certain perfon. Upon her enquiring what the bufinefS_ 
‘was, he told her that he was a married man,” that.the 
Queen fhewed great confidence and kindnefs to his wite; 
that her Majefty was defirous of playing a trick upon 
one of the Lords at Court, which fhe had imparted to 
Hier, charging her with the management. of. the whole, 
that 


ges wal 

that in order to bring it about, fhe had need. of a femaie, 
whom fhe could fubftitute in her Majefty’s place; that 
fhe, Adademoifelle Oliva, feemed perfectly well calculated 
for acting the part, and that, .if fhe had no objection, 
he would that very evening bring his wife to her, with 
whom fhe might converfe on. the fubjeét. She ap- 
pearing to be difpofed to do whatever was required of 
her, hedeft her obferving to her, that the leaft impru- 

dence on her part would be attended with her, ruin. 
That fame evening, therefore, according to. agree- 
ment, I repaired with my hufband to the young woman’s 
lodgings, to. whom I gave fome inftructions concerning 
what. fhe had to do, and we quitted her, leaving a bag 
of 400 livres upon her drawers. The. next. day. the 
Count went in his carriage, and conveyed her.to Ver - 
failles.. I preceded them early in the morning; they ar- 
rived at the clofe of day, but I apprized them that the 
Queen, not having had timely notice, her Majefty had 
appointed the next night at half paft twelve. I had 
fcarce had a minute’s talk with her Majefty, whofe pre- 
fence was then rendered by etiquette indifpenfable. elfe- 
where; fo that I had faid to her but thefe two words, as 
well as I canremember: “ l’s ready.” < To-morrow,” 
anfwered. fhe, “ at the fame hour,’ But the next day | 
had the honour to fee her again in the forenoon, and to 
acquaint her with our fortunate encounter with Oliva ; 
at. which fhe laughed heartily. She then fettled with 
me the fcene of action, but as I was infinitely lefs ace 
quainted than her Majefty with the fituation of the 
ground, I went to. reconnoitre it, and prevailed on the 
Cardinal to accompany me, in order to determine the 
Hf 2 refpectivg 
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refpective ‘pofttions, fo that the Queen might hear alf 
from the fpot which fhe had chofen for that purpofe. 
To render the fcene intelligible; we muft neceffarily 
delineate the theatre on-which it was exhibited. “This 
was the arbour ‘at the lower end of the erafs-plat. “The 
arbour on the left hand path to it, is encompafied with 
a hedge of‘ horn beam, fupported by .a ftrong wooden 
lattice work; at the diftance of three’ feet is another, 
before you come to the inward part of the-arbour, fo 
that’ the fpace intervening between the’ two quickfets, 
forms a walk that leads you round the inclofure, with- 
out letting you into the afbour itfelf Hach ’of the an- 
clofures has its diftiné: paffage, an re their entrafces are 
at oppofite fides. The Queen had taken her ftation in 
the walk between the two lattices, disc in that place 
clofe together in fuch a manner, ‘that no pafiage‘or com- 
munication is left between the two hedges: ~ Her Ma- 

jefty was attended’ by Mademoifelle Dorvat. The Cardi- 
“hg who had reconnoitered the ground, ‘had placed him- 
felf clofe to the hedge, whither’ tay hufband conducted 
Mademoifelle Oliva, concerning whom, 'I°muft here a 
a few words to relieve the’ rea wer s attention. 

The poor girl was as‘ fine as -hands' could make her, 
and had fpared “no colt, to drets herfelf ‘in the moft ex- 
quifite tafte. From the e queftions fie had’ afked me, 
fince her drrival at Verfailles, it was eafy to perceive 


that fhe-expected fome : great-'a dventute, and had pre- 
pared’ herfelf accor di choy asic But,” faid’ fhe to me, 


‘what’ will the nobléman fay to me ?-+--If he -fhould 


© put fach and foch« a queftion, what: fall +I anfwer 
“him. ~“Ifhe offers to “falute me, muft Pet him‘?”’~--- 


< Without 


Ce 


ee Without doubt,” anfwered I.----« If he thould re-': 


© quire any thing more?”’---* I don’t think he will.”--- 
Nothing could. be more comie than’ the creature’s em-+ 
baraffment, who in the main was only folicitous for the 
unravelling of the plot, becaufe fhe knew the Queen 
would-be a fpettatrefs of it, 

At the appointed hour I brought the fienal, by giving 
to "Mademoifelie Oliva the rofe which the Queen had 
charged me to have’ deliver by her to the Cardinal. 
Having placed her in a proper fitsation, I withdrew. IT 
-was'not ten fteps diftant from the Queen, ‘when Oliva’s 
timidity put me greatly in pain for her conduct; no 
doubt the Queen’ experienced the fame fenfation, for in 
fpite of allher referve if caution, fhe could reftrain 
herfelf no» longer; but cried out to her, Courage} 
«© don’t be afraid.”” (This Oliva confeffed in her depo- 
fitions.) The Cardinal. beine arrived, the converfation 


commenced. -He,’ who’ was quite unconcerned, :fincé 


he was in the fecret; eave the poor girl every encourage- 
ment, by only afiting her trifline queftions, and making his 
converfation meer matter of compliment. What difcon- 
ecited ‘her -meft was, his talking to her of “ paft faults 
© being forgiven, of his gratitude, and his making fair 
promailes for thé time to come, all which fhe could not 
poffibly underftand the meaning of, and therefore an- 
fwered at random with the monofyllables yes or no. 
The Cardinal made the moft he could of thofe mono- 
fyllables, to exprefs ‘his happinefs; uttering the prettieft 
things imaginable ; but took .no other liberty but that 
of gently raifine her foot, which he moft refpeétfully 
kiffed. It was then that Mademoitelle Oliva delivered 

him 
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hin the rofe, which he laid upon his heart, faying “ He 
« fhould preferve that pledge as long as he lived,” 
calling it“ The rofe of happine/s.” (*) Here I reeol- 
leéted the Queen’s inftructions. A cist adil were 
ever, nothing remained but Shiai chit chat, when I 
ruthed forth and announced the approuch of Madame, 
and*Madame Countefs d’Artois;. the conference was 
broken off as quick as s lightning; Oliva making her way 
back to the bench where my hufband was waiting: for 
her; the Cardinal joining the Baron de Planta, whom 
he had left at a fmall diftance to watch, came up with 
him to my poft, and prevailed on me to follow: him bes 
yond the avenue, behind which he fqueezed himfelf up 
to fee the Jueen go by. Catching a glance of her at 
the inftant fhe turned off the grafs-plat, up the walk that 
leads to the terrace, he defired me to go after her, Ma- 
jefty, and endeavour to fpeak to her, to. know whether — 
fhe was fatisfied.. I accordingly tripped. along. after 
her, and overtaking her at her .entrance into the Caftle, 
fhe took me up ftairs with her; told me in fubftance, 
that fhe had been highly entertained, paid me a few 
compliments, and forbid me to tell the Cardinal that t _ 
had feen her that night. I had no need to tell him of 
jt, fince it was at his requeft I had followed the Queen, 

and 


* The Cardinal has\fince had a cafe made for the - 
Rofe; and fome time after, changed the name of 2 
favourite walk of his at Sayerne, into, that of “ The 
Way of the Rofe, | 


ae 


and it would have been hard for me td coriceal # fromi 
him, as he was waiting for me with the Baron de Planta 


at the foot of the little ftair-cafe; a circumftance the’ 


Baron mentioned .in his crofs examination, intending to 
prove that I had admiffion to the Queen. 
Ged both fees and hears me.. I in his prefence take 
this folemn oath, that, were I.in my laft moments, I 
would repeat all that I have here written as being the 
menuine truth; yes, in my laft dying will, 1 would not 
aiter a letter of this declaration, the firft it has been.in 
my power to make with freedom.----But, perhaps, fome 
perfons will fay; is it probable that a Queen of France 
-fhould entertain herfelf with fuch low contrivances? If 
the Queen of France was indeed what fhe ought °to be, 
or rather, was not what fhe is, thefe memoirs would: not 
have been written---I fhould not have: the painful taik 
to accufe her of the blackeft ingratitude, of the mot 
fhocking infenfibility.. If the Queen of France were not 
what fhe is, fhould I have been to:her what a defencelefs 
bird is in the hands of a froward child, who, after being 
amufed with it for a few moments, {trips it of its feathers, 
one by one, and then throws it into the deftructive ta- 


lons of a devouring animal? Were not the Queen of 


France what fhe is, would that kingdom have become a 
fcene of anarchy? Would an ignorant pedagogue of an 
Abbé, (*) a troublefome babbler, the brother of an ob- 
{cure accoucheur, turn the {tate upfide down, and fubvert 
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its conftitution? (*)»It would be traly ‘an excellent argue 
ment to ‘advance; that any act of criminality whatever 1$ 
improbable, becatife re RE to Majefty ! Whoeveras 
verfed imhiftory muft know, that thrones are no pretec- 
tion againft even the blackelt crimes by which hurnanityis 
too Fedmsicly degraded... Ihave made this, ob! fervation 
meerly to oppofe fuch an argument as I have mentioned 
being advanced againtt the ciedhitniadelt L- have: related; 
efpecially as ‘there are ftill more imvprobable, matters to 


-facceed. 


After having given way to the natural feverity, which 
unavoidably rifes, on the recollection of my injuries, lam 
myfelf again. 1 muft be juft---1 have ‘been cuiltyo of 
foibles, and of very great ones inthis adventure; reman- 
tic as.it is. 1 do not diffembie with my7owm heart, that 
my giving the Gardinal a aaa bares of the Queen’s 
project, was a breach of confidence: to her Miajefty; «but 
I therein yielded to my hufband’s reprefentations, tothe 
fugzeftions of my own ambitious views. ‘I frankly ac= 

knowledged 
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-* It would require a long note:-on this article ; butt 
am too full of my own fubject to enter infoxpolitical dif 
cuffions: - I fhall only tell thofe of my Englath readers, 
who may be ignorant of it, that when the Detiphin was 
tobe married to the Archduchefs; ‘ane de Choifeuil ap-= 
plied to the Archbifhop of Touloule (now of Sens) to 
have atutor. The Archbifhop gav e himthe Abbe de 
Vermont, whofe gratitude, eat” -d by the Queen’s all- 
bee: power; vhas fignal lized itfelf by getting his be- 
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knowledged that I was cuilty, and endeavoured to atorie 
for it inthe firft pases of thefe Memioirs; but I at the 
fame time fubmitted, whether there ought not to bea 
proportion between the guilt and the punifhment ? and 
whether it was juft, that the leaft criminal of three ac- 
complices, fhould alone undergo the punifhment of a 
crime common t6 them all ? 

In the circumftance I have juft alluded to, I confefs 
that I ought to have refufed my compliance with the 
Queéen’s whimfical defire ; or, if I did yield to it, to have 
kept her fecret. But what fort of a character in the fame 
fcene do thofe perfons fill; whom I may juftly call my 
accomplices? 4A Queen, who after telling me all the 
horrible things I have related, againft a man, whom 
« the bas reafons to keep upon terms with,’ defcends to 
make herfelf fport, by contriving a mock intrigue be- 
tween him and an infignificant girl, humiliating’ herfelf 
fo much as to fubmit herfelf, as fhe imagined, to be the 
fubje&t of thofe fooleries that very man was guilty of 
towards the girl! 4 Princé, who knows that he has kif- 
fed that fame girl’s flipper, and then writes to the Queen 
to thank her for ber favors. Such are however the per- 
fonages who (as I have already obferved) by the junc- 
tion of their unequal and difcordant powers, have crufh- 
ed me to atoms. 

The farce was over: the Cardinal was pleafed with 
himfelf for the dexterity with which he had taken’ad- 
vantage of the pretext to write fooleries to the Queen, 
and her Majefty had been entertained, without feeming 
yet, to have fotrned any intention of permitting rea/ in- 
terviews, poftponing’ them under various pretences, and 
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evading a compliance with the Cardinal’s éarheft and 
continued folicitations. Her anfwers hitherto conveyed 
by me were generally, “that fhe was bufied in feeking 
« fome plaufible means, which, without giving a’hold 
< to fcandal, might open to him an ‘eafy accefs. to her 


«¢ perfon.”” A circumftance which is explained in Let- 
ter X1V. ferved the Cardinal to his wifh. That circum- 
{tance he availed himfelf of, to write the letter alluded 
to. The obfervations to be made upon that letter are 
fo apparent, that it would be needlefs to point them out 
to the intelligent reader. Still lefs fhall I offer any on 
No. XV. that letter alfo fufficiently fpeaking for itfelf, 

I have already taken notice, that she Savage was the 
Baron de Planta, and that the Baron de Planta was the 
Cardinal’s /oadow. On that day; or to fpeak more pro- 
perly, that night, which was the fcene of action in the 
garden, the /hadow had followed the Jody to Trianon. 
Asto the reft the reader will form what conclufions he 
pleafes. With regard to No. XVI. fome furprize will 
naturally be created by the words “ Thou---thime---thee”” 
which in this letter are for the firft time ufhered into the 
correfpondence : and I may again be accufed of producing 
improbabilities; but thofe who may accufe me muft be 
{trangers to what a degree Sovereigns, of either fex,. re- 
lax their dignity, when once they have thrown off the 
dull etiquette which they are obliged to maintain, how- 
ever irkfome. But atruce to matters of. fuch trifling 
import, I fhall proceed to bufinefs of more confe- 
quence. | 

A certain company had prefented to the Cardinal, 
through the medium of my application, a plan for the 

Regulation 
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Regulation of the Finances. The nature of it was, 
as nearly as I can recollect, a fuppreffion of the 
cuftom of farming the Revenues, the Aids, the Land- 
Tax, the Twentieths, the Tenths, &c.----The Com- 
pany engaged, provided thofe fuppreffions took place, 
to bring into the King’s coffers annually rorty MIL- 
trons of livres more than the ufual receipts produced, 
and to pay one year in advance. The QuEEN, in con- 
fideration of this plan being adopted, was to receive 
‘© four millions; Mr. pz CaLonne “ one million,” 
and one other million was allotted to me, with “ fifty 
thoufand livres per annum. The fcheme the Company 
had planned, was to raife upon all inheritances, a cer- 
tain fum, inftead of all the taxes with which the eftates 
ftood charged. The heir, it was intended, fhould pay, 
upon taking poffeffion of his inheritance, fen per cent. on 
the value of all the property he became poffefied of, and 
this fum fhould liberate him, for life, from any future 
tax. By this plan there would certainly, ina fhort time, 
have been no taxes fubfifting throughout France. The 
Cardinal had feveral times mentioned this project 
to the Queen, and it was after receiving the me- 
morial, and the particulars concerning it, that her Mas 
jefty wrote the letter now under the reader’s confi de ration, 
That, from the Cardinal, to which this is an anfwer, 
contained reflexions on the Comptroller General, wha 
at that time was Mr. de Calonne. _ I recollect the nature 
of them. He was apprehenfive, left the Minifter, whofe 
avarice, luft for power, and craftinefs, was perfectly 
known to him, would, after having inveftigated the mat- 
ter, affect a difapprobation of the ‘fcheme, and. lay it 
: 14 afide, 
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afide, in order to bring it forwards at a fubfequent period, 
under fome other appellation. To corroborate this, it 
is a fact, the Cardinal never did prefent it to Mr. de Ca- 
lonne: and when IJ urged. him to it, he would anfwer, . 
“ Twill not make advances towards any man whom I fhalt 
<* fhortly be in a capacity to command.” As to what regards 
me in that letter, the cafe is briefly this: When Mr. de 
Calonne was called to the adminiftration of the finances, 
he received me with that fpecious kind of civility, which 
is fo frequently fubftituted for friendfhip, but which is 
only-a mafk for deceit. He; indeed, attended to my 
claims, the juftice of which he could not but acknow- 
ledge, and for a long time buoyed me up, with the fan- 
guine hopes he had flattered me with on the very firft 
audience. All that apparent courtefy, terminated as | 
have before mentioned, in the vaft augmentation of /even 
hundred ' HVEES, to my exifting penfion of eight hundred. 
The Cardinal, who had expected as well as myfelf, that 
I fheuid have met with a lefs parfimonioustreatment, took 
the firft favourable opportunity. to fpeak to the Minifter 
in my behalf, who, to exculpate himfelf, and alfo pre- 
vent further folicitations, anfwered, that “ be bad done 
** al! that be was able with the King and Queen; who, 
“* themfelues, bad fixed the augmentation, fo that there was 
“* no fuch thing as bringing forward that fubject again,” It 
is upoa the Cardinal’s reporting this impudent falfehood 
to the Queen, that her, Majefty denies the fact, but 
though fenfible of the Miunifter’s rapacity, yet fhe 
thought proper to excufe him, by allowing. that, his 
fituation, as a Minifter, muft often force him to de- 


viate from the truth. 
We 
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We come now to the Letter No. XVII. which requires 


explanation. It muf not be forgotten, that the word 


© Minifter’? means the King. 1 have hitherto but 


| 


| 


» 


flightly hinted at thofe “ osyzcts,” which are treated 


of in this letter. ‘Thofe “‘ opjzers,” fo difpleafing to 


the Queen, ‘¢ who take advantage of her imprudencies, 


C 


€ to maintain their power of vexing and thwarting her,” 


bd 


are the Polignacs; “ ’tis they,’ according to her Ma- 
jefty, “ who have abufed her confidence, her condefcen- 
fion, and have contrived, by' their knowledge of certain 
circumftances, to controul her at their difcretion.” 

In what does the abufe, here complained of by: the 
Queen, confift. In having intercepted and obftinately 
kept in their poffeffion letters and papers, written proofs 
of thofe imprudencies, of which her Majefty accufes her- 
felf. The Queen, then, had palpably committed, what 
fhe terms “ imprudencies,” antecedent to thofe in which 
fhe made me an accomplice? Is it then fo improbable 
as my flanderers would have it believed, that fhe com- 
mitted or authorized the “ imprudence” of thearbour, the 
<< imprudence” of the falfe fignature, the ‘ imprudence” 
of taking the necklace to pieces, and that feries of other 
«© imprudencies” which form the principal tranfactions of 
her life. In what do the ‘* imprudencies confift, of which 
the Polignacs had, and ftill carefully preferve thé written 
evidences? ** In notes, in letters written with her Ma- 
«© jefty’s own hand, in appointments and rendez-vous, 
<< imprudently addrefied, as well to the Count d’ Artois, as 
*€ to other perfons at Court, and {till more imprudently 
« entrufted to faithlefs hands.” In what more do thefe 
€* imprudencies” confift? ‘ In memorials, with poft- 
‘* {cripts 
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“ f{eripts to them, in her Majefty’s writing, containing 
« the proofs of unheard of exactions, in conveyances of 
“money, loans, good-wills, favors fold for mortey, &c. 
« 8&c, &c. all paffing through the hands of the female 
‘© Tyreafurer, Porrcnac!”----What has. refulted from 
thofe firft mentioned “ imprudencies?” That the Queen, 
fearing the Polignacs, has been obliged to keep on good ~ 
terms with them---that if fhe withdrew from them her 
fecret favour, fhe continued to them the appearances of 
it in public: while I, who have not been fo daring as to 
intercept and detain originals, and have only taken exact 
copies to produce, am repull fed with harfhnefs and dif- 
dain; and the fame hand that feeds the avarice, the 
boundlefs luxury of thofe who have abufed trufts infi- 
nitely more than I have done, refufes me the reftitution 
of property, which was taken from me for having re- 


jected the propofal of betraying the fecrets of my So- 


vereign; nor is it confidered that fuch refufal, as barba- 
rous as it is iniquitous, deprives me of all means of fub- 
fiftence !--- Whatever be the effervefcent heat into which 
thefe reflexions throw me, whenever they occur, I with 
I could fupprefs the letter, and the S which will be taken 
for the initial of the word sopua, and that lcentious 
paflage which, fettles the place of rendez-vous: it may, 
particularly be fuppofed, that I fhould have a great pro- 
penfity to retrench from thofe fcenes of gaiety, the part 
which I am made to aét in them, but were I to leave 
out a fingle word, I fhould then leave an opening for 
may opponents, who would not fail to deny me all credit 
whatever. I fhall therefore {ubmit every fyllable to the 
public eye. | 


The 
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The fubfequent letter, No. XVIII. needs no com: 
ment. As I had long fince loft fight of this corref 
pondence, in reading over this number, I can fcarce 
believe my own eyes. I recolleét, that about the time 
of its date, the Queen was enraged againft Madame de 
Polignac, and that feeing her Majefty determined to urge 
matters to the utmoft extremity, I took the liberty to 
offer fome obfervations tending to diffuade her from it. 
At that period, indeed, fhe was harraffed to an incon- 
ceivable degree, and the “ leeches” fhe {peaks- of had 
formed a kind of party, which was growing extremely 
formidable. Another circumftance, I recolle& ftruck 
me at the time, is, that for all the feeming heat that 
runs through the letters Iam now come to, the Queen 
greatly exaggerated her reftraint, and made a pretence 
of it to baffle, as far as poffible, the Cardinal’s importu- 
nities. He, who in the main was not much more fin- 
cere in his demonftrations of eagernefs, commonly had 
recourfe to the pen: whence that multiplicity of idle 
notes, of which I have already faid, that at leat two 
hundred had paffed through my hands. I fhall turn 
from the unaccountable things in this letter relating to 
the King; more /hocking ones will be feen in the fequel 
of the correfpondence. Upon the whole, it is an. abo- 
mination which I fhudder at, while I am bringing it to 
light; but mankind will be fenfible, at leaft in England, 
that the production of it was indifpenfable for my own 
jultification ; for in all cafes of impeachment and recri- 
“Mination, the prudent Englith regulate their judgment 
by the character the firft accufer bears.. With refpect to 


the firft lines of No. XVIII. there will be found in a. 


note 
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note of forme length (page 65) particulars concerning 


the Prefidentd’Aligre, who is the perfon here alluded 


to, In the fame note I will explain who ‘ thofe. pet 
; 
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<¢ {ons are that are fuppofed to be igtiorant ot nothmeg.’ 


The letter NO. XIX. is neatly an appendix to the 
foregoing. Rage ag: | 
in it with redoubled vehemefice, but the 4 
mulation appears with lefs reftraint. Mention is made 
again of the King, who through the whole correfpon- 
dence, acts a part whith he doubtlefs would not have 


i 
chofen, had he been confulted. This circumftance 


feems to introduce, rather naturally, an obfervation 
which, as it was my intention to make, may be as aptly — 
fuited to this place as any other. | 
It muft have been obferved in No. XVIII. that the 
Queen “ knows how to chain wp the lion;” that fhe 18 
accuttoried “ to make him féé and believe what fhe 
cc pleafes.” She fays in this, that “ fhe knows how to 
« wind hirn up to what pitch fhe has a mind.” It is in 
this confidence that fhe has lone fince ** wound up” 
the King’s mind on my account, and has rnade it her 
bufinefs, to prepare him for the publication of my Me- 
imoirs, which were fo long ago reported to be pr¢paring | 
for public view.---<But, deluded -Princefs !---what will 
that precaution avail you? When. you formed it, you 
knew not the nature of the attack you dreaded. Your 
fycophants have blinded you by a mifinformation, by 
telling you that all the papers were feized and burnt; 
that there exifted no trace, no véftige of your corref- 
pondence with the Cardinal. Breteuil himfelf has de- 
ceived you, and ftill voluntarily deceives you---for he is 
well 
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well acquainted with all that] have in my poffeffion; he is 
not ignorant how I preferved that treafure from the fhat- 
tered remains of all that once belonged to me: but I 
furmife, he has his reafons for permitting you to re- 
main in ignorance: at this moment I remove the cloud, 
which obfcured it from your fight; yes, it is fiom this 
.moment that you will at length know, with certainty, 
that whatever is contained in that correfpondence de- 


ftructive to you, exifts in the moft connected, .moft’ > 


complete, moft authentic ftate. You may, pérhaps, 
affert that they are fictions? I queftion even your cou- 
rage to do it, for you are furrounded with people wha 
know your ftyle, your manner. Many there are who 
have had a knowledge, more or lefs exact, of the greater 
part of thofe facts I here relate. (*) By placing them 
again in a confpicuous point of view, thofe perfons will 

recall 
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* With concern I fee myfelf obliged to ufe frequent 
repetitions; but I have not the prefumption to rely fo 
far on the public attention, as to think that all I have 
written remains impreffed on the mind: .1 therefore beg 
leave to remind the reader, of what I have fet forth in 
various parts of thefe Memoirs, concerning the inviol- 
able fecrefy enjoined upon me by the Queen, from the 
firft moment I had the honour to approach her, which 
I have more particularly faid in another note, and 
which being a very fhort one, I {hall here tran{cribe. 

« ‘The reader will pleafe to recolle&, what I obferved 
“ in the beginning of thefe Memoirs, of the abfolute 

K * fecrefy 


held seks The bare indifcretions of the Cardinal, 
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ery thing to mind, as if they had perfonally be- 


have 


“. fecrefy the Queen had recommended to me. It is 
“. inconceivable how far the faithful obfervance of that 
‘ eommand hasbeen’ fatal to me; and. how’ great the 
«¢ advantage which has been. taken ‘of it, to dome the 
« injuftice of denying my ever having intimately con- 
« yerfed with the Queen. Her Majefty has-carr ied the 
‘< patter ftillfarther, by telling the King: “ She knew 
«< nothing at all of me!” .’To that daring affertion, lam 
going to anfwer by this fecond note. 

I thall not mention thofe of »the Queen’s immediate 
attendants, who have been acquainted, aimoft as well 
as her Majelty and myfelf, with the nature of our inti- 
macy. I fhall name no one among the croud of inferior 


tools of intrigue, who, to make fomething of the fmalleft 
difcoveries, are always on the watch, carry their audacity 
{o-far as to peep through key-holes, and are unfufpectedly 
privy to the moft fecret acts of intimacy. Many of them 
L could name, but Heaven: forbid !oThey are perfons 
defticute of fupport, and would lofe-their places, acir- 4 
cumftance which I fhould much’regret; but Iwill point 
out fome, who being: independant of the world, are 
rioreenabled»:to: bear the effedts-of the Queen's petty 
vengeance. I pleaded guilty o! f faults~at my firft fetting 
out,« what follows will conftitute part of my confeffion. 

+, The 'Firft Prefident-d’Aligre, had rendered: me fer- 
vices long before my:connexion:with the Queen. Wrihen. 


Madam es 


Paes *) 


have infinitely multiplied the number of perfons int- 


tiated in the fatal myfteries, to which I was but a too 
frequent 


—— 


Madame, and Madame d’Artois took me under their 
pau and gave themfelves forne trouble in foli- 
citing for me, that Magiftrate was the firft to apprife 
me,' that the Queen could not endure e thofe two Prin- 
ceffes; that the very circumftance of the pesos 
themfelves for me, was fufficient to make 
create difficulties and multiply obftacles. oe this 
«* daily inftances are feen. The Queen has engroffed 
<¢ all favours, and whenever fhe finds an opportunity to 
« mortify her fifters-in-law by a refufal, ill-fortune fol- 
«¢ lows thofe whom they patronize, for fhe feizes it with 
« amazing avidity.”----In ceneral, the counfels which 
Monfieur d’Aligre gave me, were afterwards highly ufe- 
fal to me, 1 was at that period compelled, from various 
circumftances, to launch into expences, which were by 
10 means compatible with the conttacted ftate of my 
finances. Monfieur d’Aligre had lent me fundry fums 
of money, at different periods, to the amount of two 
thoufand crowns. This debt, I for fome time patt re- 
eretted, I had not the power to have difcharged at. the 
inftant'I had the fatal, though then flattering fortune to 
intereft the Queen in my behalf. Her Majefty’s gene- 
rofity having rapidly fupplied me with the means, I 
pleafed myfelf with the thoughts of furprizing Monfieur 
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Majefty 


d’Aligre, and went to him, poffefled of twenty thoufand. 


livres, in bills on the Caifie d’Efcompte, which I had 
K 2 


jult 


L681] 


i frequent witnefs. Confider, befides, Madame, that if 
calamity and diftrefs are at prefent doomed to be my 
| lot, 


juft received (as I have before faid). With much dif- 
ficulty I prevailed on him to accept of his two thoufand 
crowns, nor did I fuceeed, until feeing I had fourteen 
thoufand livres left in hand, he yielded to my preffine 
entreaties. 

By a few words which he let fall, on feeing me miftrefs 
of fo large a fur, confidering my means, he feemed to 
fufpeét my having received it from the Cardinal, with 
whom he knew I was on terms of friendfhip. My deli- 


cacy was hurt, and feeine no other alternative, but that 
I muft fubmit to the fufpicion of- a perfonal ftain, or an 
indifcretion, I entrufted him with the whole affair, ex- 
cept what regarded the Cardinal’s political intr igue, not 
daring to proceed fo far, knéwing the mortal hatred the 
ad JBuclident entertaincl againfthim. He therefore had no 
we farther knowledge, than that the Queen had viewed me 
with a favourable eye, had taken upon herfelf the care 
{ | of my fortune, and in the mean time gave proofs of her 
(cee attention by her munificence. He was delighted with 
my being communicative, gave me excellent counfels, 
and encouraged me to benefit by them, whenever I 
a fhould think I had further occafion. 
| Monfieur d’Aligre did not come at the knowledge of 
what paffed between the Queen and the Cardinal, until 
towards the period pointed at in the Queen’s letter, No 
XVI, 
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let, “public hatred and contempt muft follow you. 


Flatter not yourlelf with the idea of fecurity, becaufe 


from 


say aera eee ee eR rE 
| XVIII. to which I promufed to advert in this note, in 
order to explain, what is meant in its commencement. 
That letter here powerfully affifts me in proving that 
the Queen, who pretended, and who told the King that 
fhe had not the leaft knowledge of mé,”” yet fufpected, as 
early as the 18th of Auguft, 1784, that the Prefident 
@Aliore had fought to dive into the motive that actuated 
her Majefty in the affair of the Quinze-Vingts Hofpital, 
and fuppofed that the Magiftrate, unable to make any 
| difcovery, had fpoken of it to certain people, who are 
deemed ignorant of nothing. Thofe certain people were 
not in the plural; the Queen meant to {peak only of the 
/Baron de Breteuil, as I hall prefently explain. 
| The Queen, as appears by her letter, had commit. 
fioned me to fee the Prefident d’Aliere, in her name; 
to prevail on him to put a ftop to the law-fuit carried 
‘on by the Adminiftrators of the Quinze-Vingts againft 
the Cardinal. It was on that occafion that the Maeif- 
trate exprefled ¢be affonifhment referred to in the letter: 
he put many aueftions to me, as may well be imagined, 
ion the very furprizing nature of her Majefty’s concern 
for the Cardinal; but the Queen was miftaken, when the 
faid, -that “ he could make no difcovery,” for I reveal- 
ed every thing to him; and far from his having fought to 
get the fecret out of the Baron de Breteul, it was, on 


the 
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fom the exalted: height of 1a Paco , you look down 
upon your fuppofed victim ftrugeling fin the duft ; from 
that 


the cont eich the Baron de Breteuil who perfuaded him 
to a difciofure, as I was fhortly after informed. 

‘A few days after my interview with Monfieur ad Ali- 
ere, by order of the Queen, t had occafion to write to 


the Baron de Bréteuil, to defire a meeting; I had a 


favour to folicit for a perfon whom I valued. He 


made anfwer, that at the receipt of my letter, he was 
getting into his carriage to go to Veriailles, where he 
fhould ftay three or four days; that he was perfuaded,; 
affairs more agr ceable than bis were, would fummon me 
thither, and that he fhould be at my command. I did 
not wait till he explained himfelf, to underftand that he 4 
was acquainted swith the nature of my agreeable affairs, 
" T every day found out fome apparent confidant; | knew 
not whence or how they could be fo well informed. 
The Baron did not keep me on the rack for want of 
letting me know, from what fource he had. derived his 
information. The firft thing he did, on fight of me, | 
was to compliment me on my intimacy with a perfon whe 
would do every thing for me.---As 1 feemed not to undete 
ftand his exordium, he told me, that my difcretion fur, 
prifed him, the more as [I had eranted my confidence 
to one, who did not deferve it as well as he did; that 
his intent was not to wreft my fecret from me to make 
advantage of it, and do me a prejudice, but rather to 


pare BREA lea eg ye S ee ; 
fhew me the road I fhould purfue.-—= 


The 


eee 


‘that duft I thall probably raife fuch a cloud of damning 
facts, as may overwhelm you, and. perhaps reduce’ you' 
‘to a level with myfelf. 


The 


Ce 


Say 


The different parties were at ftrife who fhould be my 
_advifer: I had then as many counfellors as the Kine. 
The Baron feeing that I perfifted in my referve, de- 
{cended into’ particulars, that convinced me Mr. d’Ah- 
ere had told him’ all I had entrufted himy with. With- 
out naming the Cardinal, to whom he is the moft deadly 
| enemy, he faid ‘to’ me,  You~have connexions with 
«a man who will’be-your ruin. - He is an ambitious, 
<¢ vain, ‘empty man, indifcreet above all, and will break 
* his neck in the end. Be you as difcreet with others 
“as you are with me; and beware that'a wrong ftep, 
“an inconfiderate fpeech, does not lofe you the Queen’s 


*« good graces.----I have fearched to the bottom of 


“every circumftance, and fhall keep the knowledge I 
«have gained within my own breaft.” I have nothing 
“more to fay on that head.’ 

We afterwards: converfed on the fubje& that 
me to him; having perufed my pétition, he told me, 
there-was nothing’ he could refufe me, and that he 
would go and give orders that my client fhoulc 
4 place. He added, as he left me, that I fhould always 
find him difpofed to-do me what fervice refted in his 


power, and to give me fuch counfels as f might fland’ 


in need of, 
Much 
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The letter No: XX. merits to be read with the 
ereateft attention, Here, for the firlt time, we are 
prefented 


Much about the fame time IT heard, that I was the 
occafion of great uneafinefs to the Ladies de Polignac; 
Thofe haughty women, who had been fo rude to me, 
that I might almoft call their behaviour outrageous, had 
heard fome fecret whifpers of the bufinefs I took fo 
much pains to conceal. ‘Their favour was already much 
on the decline, they had but few means left of watching, 
as they ufed to do, the Quieen’s conduct ; and they were 
refolved, coft what it would, to fatisfy themfelves con- 
cerning the reports buzzed about with regard to me. 

In the firft pages of thefe Memoirs 1 mentioned the 
Marquis d’Autichamp, and obferved that his behaviour 
forced M. dela Motte, my hufband, to refign his com=- 
miffion in the Gens d’Armes; fince that event, which 
occafioned much converfation, I had not feen the Mar- 
quis. He at that time lived in the ftricteft intimacy 
with the Countefs Diana de Polignac. She hearing that 
he had formerly known me, fpoke of it to the Duchefs 
de Polignac, and they jointly took a refolution to depute 
him to me, to endeavour at finding out what was going 
on. 

The Marquis d’Autichamp was connected with the 
Baronefs Dubourg, daughter-in-law to Mr. de Cromot, 
which Lady I often vifited. He made that a pretence 
to come up to me at Verfailles, and tell me, that he had 
long fought an opportunity of meeting with me; that 


the 


Le 


prefented with that political intrigue, which had as.it were 
from neceffity induced the intrigue of gallantry. 


1 have 


the moment Madame Dubourg had told him I fome- 
times vifited at her houfe, he had multiplied his vifits to 
her, but had never been fo happy as to fee me there: he 
{poke of my hufband, faying he fhould take the greateft 
pleafure in being ferviceable to him, and convincing 
him he had never fought to do him an injury, as my 
hufband had imagined. He concluded by requefting 
my pefmiffion, which I granted him, of paying his re» 
fpects to me. His firft vifit was fhort, he mentioned 
nothing particular to me, but this might be occafioned 
by ‘the prefence of Mr. Rouillé d’Orfeuil, Intendant of 
Champaign, who ftayed with me the whole'time. In 
taking his leave, he faid he had fomething to impart to 
me; | anfwered, he might call‘on the morrow, that he 

would find me alone. ~~ | | 

Accordingly the ‘next morning he came: What he 
had to fay to me fo particular, required’ fome intro- 
duétion ; who could be mote converfant in'thofe prefa- 
tory fpeéches than a courtier. He began ‘by enter- 
taining me with his intricue with the Countefs Diana; 
gave me_to underftand, what I knew full “well, that it 
was a mere matter of policy. As he was fenfibte that 
I had reafon to complain of both the fitters; he endea- 
voured to perfuade me it was the Countefs d’Oftun, 
Lady of the Bedchamber’ to the Queen, ' who was the 


contriver of the mifchief, and the pérfon ‘who had’ pre- 
vented 
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I have fpoken of a kind of midway eftablifhed at Sa- 
verne, to ferve as a central point to the emiflaries of 


vented the Duchefs of Polignac from receiving me; by 
telling her, the Queen was tired to death with my foli- 
citations, and refolved not to grant me any thing. The 
Marquis added, that “ this Madame d’Offun notwith- 
‘¢ ftanding her blandifhments, was a bad woman; very 
“¢ dangerous; very jealous, and wanton to a degree.” 
Then paffed on to the Countefs Diana, whofe penchant 
for him he had juft been relating, He told me, “ fhe 
“¢ was an intriguing woman, but full of wit, and taking 
“ the lead in every thing;” that “ it was for that 
«‘ reafon he paid her a painful attention.” “ As to 
“© the Duchefs of Polignac,” continued he, “ fhe is 2 
‘“¢ charming woman, I have the greateft value for her, 
*< the Queen has a ftrong attachment to her, but, no 
“ Jonger, any love. This Queen:of ours,” added the 
Marquis, “ is fomewhat fickle and inconftant in her 
« partialities. It requires a great deal of addrefs and 
< adroitnefs to fix her fleeting favour. It is the Coun- 
“ tefs Diana that informs me, you are the reigning fa- 
“¢ yourite: I was notat allfurprifed at it. As fhe afked 
« me feveral queftions about you, I told her you was 
“« neither ambitious nor malevolent, ftil lefs revenge- 
“ful; in general very obliging, and indeed too gene- 
rous; that your only failing was an excefs of viva- 
city, bordering upon giddinefs. She anfwered me, 
that was not difpleafing to the Queen. 
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the Emperor and of the Queen; I havealready obferved 
that the Cardinal was extremely incommunicative in that 
particular, 


He next entered into long details on the Queen’s 
difpofition and’ partialities, and fummed up all in an 
offer of coun/fels, affuring me, that * he would direct 
‘© me in fuch a manner as to get me many friends, and 
*¢ preferve the Queen’s kindnefs towards me, &c. &c. 

I was not feduced, the firft time, by fo fair an outfide, 
but his vifits growing frequent, and the counfels he gave 
me appearing to be the refult of good will, I infenfibly 
threw off my referve, and in the unguarded franknefs of 
my heart, beftowed upon him an unlimited confi- 
dence. Here is then one confident more, who, has 
known all that I recollect, all that the Queen muft no 
doubt have forgotten, fince fo frail is her retentive fa- 
culties, that fhe does not fo much as remember that fuch 
a being as the Countefs de la Motte ever was known to 
her, much lefs poffeffed her confidence: but I muft have 
recourfe to thofe who may refrefh her memory as need 
requires. I fhall therefore name alfo the Bailli de Cruf- 
fol, admitted to all her Majefty’s parties of pleafure, 
who, unable to doubt of my intimacy with her, for a, 
long time exerted his utmoft endeavours to wreft from 
me the avowal of it, but finding he could not fucceed, 
he concluded, like the Baron de Breteuil, by telling me 
« he knew it all,’ I hall alfo name the Abbé le Kel, 
Almoner, Confeffor to the Baftile, and fpy in chief to 
the Government, who, being"urged to make me fpeak, 
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particular. _ could only, from our converfation, form 
conjectures, grounded “on a-variety of circumftances, 


which, 


to direct me, to make me declare whatever ferved the 
views of thofe whofe intereft it was to deftroy me, at 
leneth forced from me Ay fecret of the whole ‘intrigue. 
I fhall fay the fame of the Commiffary Chénon, who 
knew every thing, when he examined me in the Baftile ; 
of Monfieur Tillet, Adminiftrator of the horrid houle I 
was confined in; of Sifter Martha, under whofe imme- 
diate infpection I had been placed; of my lawyer, Mr, 
Doillot, to whom I had given in writing all the facts I 
this day relate. I fhall further name the Sieur Bazin, 
confidant of the fecret pleafures of her Majefty, and Go- 
vernor of Trianon. I fhall take the liberty to afk him, 
whether he knew me?---whether he knew the Cardinal ? 
whether he did not convey letters from the Queen to 
the Cardinal, and from the Cardinal to the Queen ?---- 
whether he did not Rae the moft fecret particulars he 
knéw to a miftrefs he had in common with a certain 
German Baron, who made that a plea to folicit my pro- 
tection with the Queen. Liaftly y, 1 name Mr. Puiffant, 
a Farmer-General, to whom [I had infinite obligations, 
one. having long affured me he knew, from a multitude 
f perfons, my. connexions with the Queen, after long 
denying it, I was compelled to a confeffion. The fame 
befei me with a number of perfons ofthe firft diftinGtion ; 
and I can fay, that fpite of all the caution i obferved, 
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hich, 
of this fecret communication, yet afforded the ftrongeft 
prefumptive evidence of the exiftence of a clandeftine 
and fettled correfpondence between the Emperor on one 


Hand. and the Queen and the Cardinal on the other. 
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{avy German officers arriving, and hold- 
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ing long and myfterious conferences with the Cardinal. 
Secondly, My hufband was frequently charged by the 
Prince with the delivery, at particular places, efpecially 
at the Port St. Antoine, of packets to couriers, who ap- 
peared to him to be Germans. Thirdly, The Queen’s 
fentiments refpecting the Cardinal were eftablifhed, in 
my opinion, from having often heard her fay, the had 
reafons to keep on terms with him. I could, therefore, 
attribute to nothing but political reafons of the moft de- 
licate nature, not only fo extraordinary a coalefcence, 
which I had looked upon as impofiible, until the Em- 
peror’s influence had wrought the miracle; but alfo the 
confequent familiarities and deviations from decorum. 
Fourthly, The futility of the Cardinal’s affected myftery 
and referve, whilft he often unguardedly betrayed cir- 

cumftances, 
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the nature of my intimacy was very much like the fecret 
in a play. 

I have even recently difcovered, in London, tracks 
of a like confidence, made with ftill lefs referve than to 
any other perfon; having had occafion to fee the French 
Ambaflador, he reminded me of my having at the time 
completely initiated his brother, the Bifhop of Langres, 
into all the particulars of the farcical fecret, 
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a cumftances, which could not but confirm my fufpicions, 
iH | He more than hinted to me, that very foon I fhould be 
| amazed ;---that he fhould be Prime-Minifter ;---that he 
fhould not be directly obliged tothe Queen for his ele- 
a ation ;---that, on the contrary, he fhould have compel- 
{ed her to promote it; and that, of courfe, he fhould not 
confider himfelf to be under the neceffity of giving ex- 
traordinary demonftrations of gratitude. F ifthly, and 
7 laitly, I was privy to all their correfpondence. That 
part of it which I am about to communicate, made me 
confider the Emperor as the primeval fource of the 
tranfactions I was witnefs to, and of the revolution they 
were intended to produce. What the mighty object was 
that precipitated the Cardinal’s departure for Saverne, I 
will not take upon me to fay; I will only relate what I 
heard relative to it about that time, and fince, from per- 
fons who were imagined to be well informed. It was 
pretended by fome, that the occafion was the idea of re- 
covering Lorrain, but I proteft I am ignorant of any 
fuch intention, though not equally fo of a pecuniary 
negociation that was at the fame time upon the tapis. 
The Emperor was in want of fix or feven millions of 
| livres, which he could not hope to obtain from the 
Comptroller General, a man too clofely connected with 
the Count de Vergennes to be entrufted, The Queen, 
and the Cardinal were to procure that {um for him by 
fome other mode; for the latter, thinking he was fecure 
in the fruition of his wifhes, had actually made a pro- 
mife to the Empergr, to obtain for him what he defired. . 


| Fle accordingly made numberlefs applications to the 
If Jew Cerfbere; but Cerf bere, to whom the Cardinal was 
already 


—— 
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already deeply indebted, refufed granting him any far. 
ther loan. The Cardinal, by this refufal, was under the 
mortifying neceffity of declaring to the Queen his inabi- 


lity to comply with the wifhes of the Emperor. 


I intreat the reader’s particular attention to this cir~ 


cumftance; that the motives which prevailed on the 
Queen to pardon the Cardinal, to take him into fayour 
again, and probably fomething more, by reviving what 
fhe calls the fories of Vienna, may be inveftigated, and 
traced to their fource, by the clue which I have given in 
the above relation. Laaftly, let him not lofe fight of the 
neceffity which the Emperor confidered himfelf under of 
having the Cardinal’s concurrence to, and afiiftance in, 
the promotion of his defigns.---We fee the pecuniary 
negociation terminating in air. If the Cardinal does 
not prove more fuccefsful in Lorrain, will ‘the rapidity 
of his downfall be a matter of wonder? 

The Queen, ftung to the quick, but fkilled, as the 
herfelf acknowledges, in the arts of diffimulation, pre- 
tended to be fatisfied with the Cardinal’s apologies for 
his incapacity to fulfill his promife to her brother, and 
prefied his departure for Saverne, with a view artfully to 
put him to the fecond ordeal, and in hopes to determine 
the Emperor to withdraw his protection, in cafe he 
fhould a fecond time mifcarry in tranfaéting the affair 
concerning Lorrain, which I can aver fhe fecretly wifhed 
him to do. She therefore undertook, folely, to raife the 
beforementioned fum of fix or feven millions of livres, --- 
Poor St. James was obliged, I believe, to furnifh part ; 
but it was Laborde who advanced the principal fum, 


and 


4 
[Seg 
and this cixccumftance proved the origin of his ‘favour 


with the Queen. 
T recollect, if] am not miftaken, that Mr. de Cx 
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quently advanced fums, till the reventtes were paid into 
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the Royal Exchequer. 

But ‘let'us returti to No. XX ‘and XX1.° The poor 
Cardinal is obligéd to fet off to Sa Mgt charged as he 
imagined, with the confidence of the Queen. He is in 
readihefs to facrifice a//, all, except his love; we per- 
ceive him sain hé leaves the careér’ open to the 
handfome Fer/enue, Colonel of the Royal st nedois ; anc 
leaves the Court with the moft difmal apprehenfions.--- 
However, he muft in preference to all other confidera~ 
tions, bufy himfelf with the grand object ; he willbe pre- 
ceded at Saverne by a courier bearer of a packet: he has 
taken his meafures to avoid all furprife; rng in bi of a 
mifbap, to deftroy every evidence. Does not-this wear 
the appearance oO of fome fecret machination? Yet, it 18 
in the myfterious chaos of this letter, we mutt look for 
a folution of every thing that relates to this unhappy 
affair. I again fay, the Ca rdinal, myfelf, and in fome 
refpects the Queen h erfelf, became oid ms to the unen- 
lightened policy of Lyset II. but what an enormous 
difparity in the fa crifices ! 

It is needlefs for me to point out the paffage in No. 
XX. that regards the Polignacs, as it cannot efcape 
obfervation; but I cannot omit mentioning what J re- 
collect hearing the Cardinal fay on this occafion, be- 
caufe, it will explain what he meant, by {peaking of 
« guthority.’’ The meaning was, that her M ajefty had 

no 
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no other es to take, but /peedily to make him Prime 
Minifter; that then “* the Polignacs fhall have work 
choad upon their hands.” Thefe, or words to the 
fame effect, was the language he made ufe of. “Ere 
LONG,” faid he, “ I wit, aVENGE THE QUEEN, You, 
‘*“ AND MYSELF, UPON OUR COMMON ENEMIES,” 

Tt will not appear extrao! dinary, that in the letter No. 
X XI. the Cardinal fhould mention the reliance he placed 
on mé, to give her Majefty information of the pains he 
had taken, to have the packer which is mentioned in the 
foregoing letter fafely delivered; for on this occafion, as 
on many more of a fimilar nature, he had recourfe to 
the Count, my hufband. Had I not previoufly ex- 
plained the nature of this letter, and given an intimate 
knowledge of the ftrange intrigue to which it relates, it 
muft naturally have been conjectured, from the contents 
of it, that the Cardinal had taken leave of his fenfes, 
and had written it in a fit of delirium. The Cardinal 
was doubtlefs uneafy, but was not “ jealous :” my un- 
eafinefs, however, was far greater, becaufe it was better 
founded! I forefaw that the period was not far diftant, 
in which the Queen would exert herfelf to get him out 
of the way; and unable to judge with precifion either 
of the urgency or importance of his miffion to Saverne, 
I dreaded its being only an artifice which the Queen had 
recourfe to, for faving appearances, and handfomely 
dtvefting herfelf of his importunities, 

It appears, that there were two reafons affigned for 
his journey. In th firft place, the Queen made him 
believe, that his abfence from Verfailles was neceffary ; 
and, in thenext, that his prefence at Saverne was indif- 
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senfible. I could not much credit the exiftence, of ns 


er neceffity ; it ARENT to me fufpicious; 


be 
mee the former to be little more than ideal. He ua 


jefty exaggerated the alarms relative to the interviews 
which had taken place; the fact was, the obfervations 
that had been made upon them, were by no means of 
that eRe which the Queen pretended, and wifhec 
the Cardinal to conceive. 
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When I came to the knowledge of the letter No. 
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the Cardinal had embarked in fome act of treaion. 
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But to return to the letter: w 
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ites to the Cardinal, relative to the abufe of her con- 
edencel by the Poligs nac } | 
the very time: for fhe had told me, “ fhe was certain 
of their infidelity.” Why fhe acknowledges no more than 
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moft delicate and the moft perilous tranfactions ; whom 
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fhe calls by the very Maes appellations of “ shox" 


i “c thee,” and is fo treated by him; is what no one 
an conceive that is not converfant with courts. 
ats e conclufion of this letter has fomething more re- 
markable in it, than the Reader would probably be 
aware of, were 1 to omit explaining what 1s meant by 


E 
- the piece of well placed aconomy!” That phrafe, before 


it was committed to writing, had been repeated to me 


at leaft twenty times, on the occafion of the unfortunate 


necklace. The sede could never relifh that prece of 


economy, which fhe often termed fordidnefs. in the Ga- 
zettes, where every thing is reprefented in a manner, 
beft adapted to the intereft of the occafion, credit has 
been given to the Queen for the following faying, 
“< Thad rather bave one foip more of the line, then a neck- 
lace.” It ig a piracy committed on the King; the ex- 
preffion was his Majelty’s. ----The Queen would have 
given (t (6 .1ne a latitude of fpeech) an hundred men of 
for that necklace. She has furely purchafed it at 

a dear rate, fince that coftly bauble robs her of her 
peace of mind for the > remainder of her days; for cal- 
lous fhe muft be in the extreme, if fhe poffeffes a mo- 
ment’s qui ‘et, from the sfting of felf conviction and re- 
proach, for the turpitude of f her conduét refpecting the 
Cardinal, and the barbarous and ungrateful tenor of her 
bahaviour to me, who have bettie with all my foibles 
merited of her a far different return. 

The Letters No. XXIIL and XXIV. relate entirely 
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acknowledgement of my ignorance in that bufinefs, wilt 


I nes amift in eftablifhing my credit with the eandid 
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reader, for fidelity and veracity in the relation of thofe cir- 


eis he wherein I] was perfonally active, and with 


the nature of which I was thoroughly a baiuae ited, by 
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precluding the charge of a falfe affectation of know- 
ledge, I do not pofiefs. Thefe letters are however ne- 


cefiary links of the ereat chain; Althou eh I cannot 
©) 
give the reader a proper clue, to lead him through the 


J 


fecret paths of'this political labyrinth, and point out the 


PP 
particular. views, which were the objects of the parties, 
1 o 1 pa 
yet I fhall fo far turn thefe letters to my advantage by 
fair ROR CA AONS, drawn from concurrent circumftances, 


as to ufe them for foils, by placing my accomplices and 


oa In a comparative point of view, and leaving my 


readers to judge of the proportional demerits of our in- 


dividual conduét. 
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concerned in that intrigue in which I had no fhare? I 
repeat it again, do not all thofe fignificant notes, writ- 
ten to each other at the period of the journey to Saverue, 
wear on the face of them, the feal, the Neh the cha- 
Tae impreffion of a treafonable machination 2? That 
magic ink fent as a prefent! was the fitteft medium to 


} 


communicate the dark anc iniquitous myftery. 

Had I committed all the crimes attributed to me ; 
had J actually ftolen the necklace; what would my cul- 
pability be, compared with that of a Queen, oe 
, the unpardonable ambi- 

tion 
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ier brother, in pretended amity with the King 
her hufband; or with a Lord Fligh Almoner of the fame 
a a who, indebted for. every thing he poffeffes, to 

e bounty and indulgence of his Sovereign, bafely and 
eenably plots with a foreign power to injure his 


£id 


benefactor, and deprive him, if he can, of a part of his 
dominions? 

The letter No. XXYV. by giving an idea of the im- 
portance, and almoft of the nature of the Cardinal’s 
miffion, confirms what I have faid of the Emperor’s 
difpofitions towards him, The reader may there dif- 
cover that he expects a revolution; that he Ge cl 
fome events, the sae letion of which is, as he {ays, 
very near at band; {o far as to offer to the Queen the 
fi ipport,’ which himfelf expects from the Emperor. 
It is evident, that the words “ in order to enjoy doubly 
* the advantages and the refources againft contingencies,” 
can advert to nothing but money, which the Queen, 
who was ever under roe dilemma, was inceflantly in 
want of: and the rapacious cravings of the Cardinal 
were fuch, as would have fwallowed up three kingdoms. 

The letter No. XXVI. will naturally recall to the 
reader’s mind, that from the Queen, wherein her Ma- 
jefty pesomnmends to the Cardinal to be “ perplexed and 
§ obfcure.” We have ce it acknowledged that ‘* the 
& lave aie bedience.” 1 do not recollect to what pur- 
pole the with the Cardinal exprefies, of “ being fervice- 
** able” to me, at the period in queftion, could pof- 
fibly anfwer, nor what mutual benefits could arife from 
his public reception; but I perfectly recolleét, that the 
defire for the approximation of that event, was by no 
; | | means 
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means mutual between the Queen and the Cardinal; 
and that expreffion concurs with a thoufand more that 
were familiar to him, in proving how much, in that 
intrigue, the unhappy Prince laboured to impofe upon 
himfelf. 

e Queen’s anfwer, No. X XVII. relates to two 
objects made known already. ‘The accident that befel 
the letter, was occafioned by the infammable nature of 
the fecret ink ufed by the Cardinal, of which we have 
feen that he fent a bo ttle to the Queen. As to the 
Abbé, is name his found in the preceding letter, which 
ajefty fays of her agreement with 
he Archduchefs her fifter, The moft remarkable thing 
in that letter is the concluding fentence; as it evinces 
how much the Queen took to heart the bufinefs which 
was committed to the Cardinal’s management. Her 
Majefty pretends that the duration of his exile, which 
in reality fhe had no defire to abridge, would be depen- 
dant on the expedition he fhould ufe in executing the 
commiffion he was entrufted with ; but it is inconceiv- 
able how greatly her removal had relieved her; never 
had I feen her in fuch fpirits before. 

Lam come at length to that part of the correfpond- 
ence, wherein, for the firft time, mention is made of the 
FATAL NECKLACE. ‘The reader, from he perufal of 

No. XXVIII. will immediately perceive, with me, that 
the Queen has been long coveting that piece of female 
ornament; but prevented by the King’s ceconomic dif- 
pofition, had manifefted, by fome means or other, to the 
Cardinal, the moft anxious defire to Pecome poffelfed of tt. 


The 
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‘The note in queftion ‘contains a pofitive avowal of her 
having employed him for that purpoie. 

What is it her Majefty complains of in this billet, 
evidently written under the influence of ill humour? 
That the Cardinal has not ufed,.in the negociation fhe 
had entrufted him with, all the “ myfterioufnefs” which 
fhe had charged him to obferve. When I have de- 
eS all the circumftances necefiary for an expofition 

f this affair, it will then be apparent, why ‘“ the flave’’ 
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hed deviated from the fpirit of the injunctions he had 
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It 1s certain that the Queen; when fhe miffioned 
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him to make that purchafe for her, had told him, that 


fhe would enter into “ private arrangements’ with him; 
aay 1 a 2 ae vax ae 4 on 
but as neither his means nor his credit were extenfive 


enough to enable him to treat fo very confiderable an 
object in his own name, he had found himfelf under the 
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neceffity of declaring, that he purchafed on the Queen's 
account. And indeed it ap ppear s clearly, Re the fecond 
letter, which her Majefty immediately writes to him, 
(No. XXIX.) that, in the intervening {pace of time, 
he had owned to her the motive of : conduct, and 
it appears allo, that on my I 

ae every thing to the Queen. But all thofe circum- 
{tances will unfold themfelves better, as they fuccefiively 
arife in their proper places, in the account which I have 
promifed. Before I enter upon it, however, I beg the 
reader will form to himfelf a competent idea of ha re- 
{pective fituations we then individually ftood in, the 
Queen, the Cardinal and myfelf. Each im a propor- 
tionate expenfive ftile of life; each daily reduced to ex- 
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tremities; every where finding the harveft fo engrofied 
by the Polignacs; that they had not even left for us the. 


oleanings. 
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The Queen, as much from obftin jacy, as through a 
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tafte for fhew and fplendor, ‘ial ly defireus to pur- 


chafe the necklace, which, as fhe could not obtain, by 
furmointing the King’s ioe the Cardinal un- 
dertook to accomplifh for her; inceffantly buoying him- 
felf up with the idea of beitb the riext day, Prime 
Miniter, and, in confequence, enabled to repair his fhat- 
tered fortune; and sel a thinking no facrifice too 
ereat to gratify the inclinations or wifhes of her, from 
whom he looked for his elevation and agerandizement 3 
though I was continually preaching up ceconomy, and 
reading lectures to the Prince on that head. Itis material 
to seripreiead this laft point rightly, becaufe it accounts 
for the Cardinal’s concealing from me, the engagement 
he had entered into, of procuring the necklace for the 
Queen. I was therefore unacquainted with this frefh 
piece of extravagant folly, when chance, not to fay fata- 
lity, rendered me, in fpite of my ae the chief inftru- 
ment in that negociation, of which, it was intended, 
that J fhould remain in perfect si ance. 

One Monfieur Laporte, a lawyer, had, fome time be- 
fore, introduced himfelf to me, with asta? that 
financial fcheme I have already had occafion to men- 
tion. Although that was the firit time on had ever 
converfed with me, after explaining the object of 
his vifit, he gave me to underftand, that he was cer- 
tain, there was no perfon poffeffed more abs owerful 
means to infure the fuccefs of that affair, ni did, 
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through my intereft with the Queen.------ J have men- 
tioned how thofe papers delivered to me by Mr. Laporte 
had been difpofed of by the Cardinal, and only mention 
them a fecond time to point out the manner in which 
[ became acquainted with that gentleman, for as every 
effect has its primeval caufe: fo it appears neceflary thar 
{ fhould trace the origin from whence my misfortunes 
have proceeded. 
iaporte being a very active man, and having thus 
gained an introduction, he attended morning, noon, and 
might at my houfe; and it feemed as if the fuccefs of 
the affair depended folely on my will. He freque ntly 
made a pretence of bringing me news of one of his chil- 
dren, to whom [I happened to be a fponfor, with the 
Count du Creft. He had not failed to impart this con- 
fequential bufinefs to. one Achette,. his father-in-law, an. 
intimate friend of Boemer the jeweller. The two latt- 
mentioned perfons happening to be at Verfailles toge- 
ther, the former took it into his head to enquire of the 
latter, Whether he ftill had his neeklace upon his 
hands? “* Unfortunately I have,” anfwered the jeweller, 
fit is a great burthen upon me; I would willingly 
** give a thoufand louis d’ors to any one that could 
** procure me a purchafer for it.” It is more than pro- 
bable, that in this very firft converfation on the fubject, 
my name was brought in queftion, and that Achette 
made known to Boemer on what account his fon-in- 
law had accefs to me, and to the Cardinal, nay, the one 
mutt, in this interview, ae promifed the other to pro- 
cure him an introduction, for it was not long afterwards 
wher he was mentioned to me. | 
| N I had 
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I had known neither of them, and T was ignorant that 
Boemer was jeweller to the Crown; and I was equally 
{> that he was in poffeffion of a‘ very coftly ornament, 
which he had endeavoured to fell to the Queen. 

One day that Laporte had dined at my houfe, be- 
ing left alone with me,-he, for the firft time, made 
mention of feveral particulars relative to the fatal ‘neck. 
lace, and as he, no doubt, had concerted with Achette 
and Boemer, plainly told me, that Boemer orounded 
all his hopes on me; that if I would but ‘fay a word to 
« the Queen,’ -he was perfuaded that her Mayefty 
would fo much the lefs hefitate at making.a purchafe, 
fhe had already been defirous of; and.the jewellers were 
inclined to affent to any arrangement* that’ might’ be 
agreeable to her Majefty. He added, it would be do- 
ing an effential fervice to the jewellers, and to him (La- 
porte) in particular, as, in cafe of fuccefs, he had been 
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promifed a thoufand louis aors, which. would enable 
him to purchafe an office he had in'view. 1 anfwered, 
that I had never known any thing°of the circumftance 
of the Queen’s having kept the necklace aie a whole 


month, that, in general, I was unacquainted with what 
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paffed in her page, s houfhold, and did not intermed- 
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dle in fuch affairs. . To fpeak. the truth, I fhould have 


dreaded. having any concern with this bufinets, becaufe 
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he Queen would not have tailed to conjecture, that I 
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had a particular intereit in the fale of it.” Having much 
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¢ gr ap. at every thing, and turn all to their own advan- 
“stage.” Here dropped the converfation the firft day 
that Boemer was brought into queftion, But about a 
week after Laporte appeared again, rene wed the fubjec! 
and met with a fecond repulfe, I declaring to bina. 
sively that I would not fo much as hear it mention 
again. 
Nothing can con ave the affiduities and importunity 
of perfons of intrigue. 1 was, on a! fubfequent day, at my 
toilet---Mr. Achette’s name was announce ced, whom | 
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with which his fon-in-law nad reazed me, I direéted the 
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have a fight of me, as he crosect th ough the apartment, 
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attempted to flip out at a door that. opened on the 
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landing place, where 1 actually met Mr. Achette, at- 
Arar Ses els ae tae He 1 Sere TA Lae nt 
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to be feated, and afked the perion ' who introduced them, 


what had brought them to my houfe? 
This Achette is a man of infin atic 
and very loquacious ; after having net ly eaten my 
Fine my { good nature, my inclination to oblige all 
o had the happinefs o of gaining adi lose to me, with 
many fuch introductory comp? liments, he prefented Mr. 
Boemer, who, he told me, was the proprietor of that 
necklace, of which his fon-in-law had fpoken to me 


that he was not come to pet G& in the entreaty which t 
had rejected, but merely with an intent to fhew me that 
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piece of ornamental w orkmanthip, before he fent it into 
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Portugal, whither he intended to have it iminedia ately 

conveyed. « St could coft nothing to Jee,” as thofe gen- 
Bis I permitted them to open the 
eying the necklace, J fent a requeft 
fo the Count, my hufband, to come down and view it, 


-4earing lomething faid about jewellers, he imagined 
© © « 
- . % 
( 3 | 1 aye { + an Cail 5 an 
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| ** fo you, it was with a perfuafion, that if you would 
*¢ honor him with your intereft, no perfon at Court is 
| ** better able than ie to do him the fervice we pre- 


““ fume to folicit.”” Boemer’s mouth was already open, 


i forefaw that he was preparing to add fomething al about 
laekriowled imement, and prefents; I therefore made hatte 


|to interrupt the difcourfe, and in order to extricate my- 
i ee 
felf poe 1¢ difficulty, I told them that I would fee, 


whether through my connexions, I might not-be able to do 
them Ta fervice indireé#ly. 
Three weeks had elapfed, durine which time I had 
nothing of the difaftrous necklace, the remem- 
brance of w ak had fo foon been done away, that I had 
hot even thought of mentioning a word of it to the Car- 
dinal, when ome day he paid me a vifit. He had on 
his finger a very handfome ring, which I did not take 
motice of. After talking to me on fome fubjects relating 
ito the Queen, of whom he made com: plaints ; affecting 
at the fame time, by his actions, to difplay his hand in 
every poffible direétion ;---«« ] but you pay me no com- 
(“* pliment,” fays he, “ on my new ring! it is an ex- 
I“ change I have made for odd diamonds and other 


2 
i ftones, of which I was tired.”__-<« ’Tis a handfome, 
“avery handfome ring gx’, faid di, “ but I faw fome- 
“thing finer a few weeks aco; and then-told him 


a 


nearly all that I have been relating of the proceedings of 


7 ° e 
Laport ic; Achette, and Boen er. I was ftruck with the air 
$0 ‘4 ees ty Le sre ES RI | Eg eel soe shal 
of cage ernefs ai id fur pi “ife that was evident in fis counte- 
ce. =. 6 Py Hm gO ed la lds gaa bss 
Nance.---** It isa very iirange thing!” ifays he to me, 
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fave you ipoken of it to the Queen ?”----‘ No, 
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ftrange,” added the Cardinal, “ that thofe people fhould 
« haye made application to you!’ __.And did they tell 
« you, they knew that the Queen had a great defire to 

¢ have that necklace ?””---“ They aria me fo,” con- 
aie J,---* I have fome reafons, to believe it,’---Here, 


the Cardinal feem ed to mufe, confidering I fuppofe, 


himfelf to me; and having 


sether he fhould explain 
eae ned in the negative, he turned off the converfa- 
tion. ‘lwo or three days afterwards, I received a note 
from him, defiring me to fend him the jeweller’s addrefs ; 
which being unacqual inted with, fent to Laporte for it. 
He gave my fervant a wi “itten one, which he imme- 
diately carried to the Cardinal. 

The well known derangement of that Prince’s affairs, 
___-his refervednefs with me, on that head,---his inter- 
rogations re elative to the jeweul ler,----the fudden demand 
for his addrefs, altogether made me immediately fufpect, 
that his intention was, to make what they:call a, jobb 
of it; that is, to purcl ee the necklace, in order to con- 
vert it into money. I knew him to be extremely adroit 
in fuch negoctations. I moreover knew’ that he, at that 
moe had much at heart the filencing his moft cla- 
morous creditors; ever fince the pegs had told him, 
that the way to render himfelf acceptable to the King, 
was to fatisfy the demands of thofe to whona he ftood in- 
debted, and fettle ‘is houfhold on a more orderly 
footing. ‘He had repeatedly faid to me, that fince her 
Majefty had gracioufly given him that piece of advice, 
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that by means ot confider2ble reduétions he had ntro- 
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be entirely unembarraficd .----It was true, he added, 
that fome of his debts became payable at fo early a pe- 
riod, thgt the difcharge of them could not wait for the 
rather tedious produce of his coeconomic favings. Hence 
Tcould not queftion but the necklace was an object 
which he had in view, as hkely to be productive of the 
means fer difcharging debts of that defcription, He 
¢ame to fee me the next morning. He fpoke neither 
of the jeweller or of the necklace, but much about his 


own © prudence and reforms.” ‘ The Queen is in the 


¢ right ‘oft it,” faid he, ** I was ruining myfelf. The 
«¢ Kine loves order and ceconomy.---I was informed, 


* that whenever [had been propofed to him, for the 
© adminiftration of his kingdom, he would have had 
“no other objection, than the mifmanagement of my 
“© own affairs ; which the Queen affured me his Majefty. 
‘© was well acquainted with.---In reality, ought I not to 
ff facrifice fomething to weighty confiderations ? By re- 
*€ trenching from my prefent enjoyments, I fhall have 


© them cei Id hereafter.---The moment ie which the 


* Queen is to fulfill her engagements with me, is nearer. 
*¢ at hand than you imagine; fhe is ready prepared for 
© the King’s anfwer ;---fhe knows he will not fail to 
« exclaim againft my extravagancies, my debts, &c. 
«« ‘Then, if ic be demonftrated to him, that my mode 


Oj 


living is changed, that I have introduced order 


«into my houfhold, made great reforms, cleared’ off 

: 3 : - : 
“ debts with the bare i a arifing irom my retrencn- 
«¢ ments; then the King will have nothing to object, and 
«c 


the malicious infinuations of my enemies- will be 


cd, Iam meditating ftill farther reforms, and I 


c mean 


Vala ‘a ye 
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« mean to practife, within my own walls, the fyftem of 
“‘ ceconomy I .propofe to. adopt in the adminiftration of 
«« the ftate.”----Sudly could not argue better, faid I, 

laughing ; Heaven keep you’ in thefe good difpofitions, 

T-did not think fit to tell him my opinion ef the matter, 
{ince he did not difclofe to me any thing relative to the 
plan which I fuppofed him, to be meditating.; When 
he: had .left me; 

appeared to. me fomewhat extraordinary, that -with all 


pom! 


| gave way to a few reflexions, and it 
this difplay of ceconomy, the Cardinal fhould, frem-the 
lea of clearing off his exifting debts,.by con- 
tracting a future enormous one for an article, by Ee 
it appeared probable he would be a confiderable 

Thefe reflexions; which had at firtt enact in a 
with for the Cardinal’s welfare, recurring to mes, 1 ton- 
ficlered whether the purchafe of the necklace, for the pur- 
pofes I fuppofed, would not bring me i 
had been at firft applied to for facilitating the fale of 
that ornament; J had given the jeweller’s addrefs to 
the Cardinal; there was a poffibility of his mentioning 
me in his dealing with them; and a ftill greater of the 
odium reflect Long upon me, if. the negociation, which | 
might appear to be a firft promoter of, hhould De at- 
tended tie any difagreeable confequences. My alarm 
feemed to be well grounded, from my knowledge of 
the We stone: fituation, for little could I comprehend 
how he would be able, upon reafonable terms, to make 
good a fm of “ fixteen hundred th sit livres.” 

Maturely confidering the matter, I concluded that I 
ought, at all events, to conduct myfelf in fuch a manner, 
that it fhould be impoffible to fay that I had been any 
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Ways concernedin it. I therefore repaired to the jewellers, 
and told them, that the Cardina I to whom I had 
{poken of their necklace, ha ing fent to me for their 
addrefs, I conjectured. he was meditating the purchafe of 
it, though he had not given me any verbal reafon to 

think fo: thatin cafe my conjecture was well founded, 
I begeed.of them to remember, that I had-not been in the 
fmalleft, degree inttrumental in promoting the fale of it 
to. the Cardinal, that I had abfolutely no. concern in it; 
but notwith{tanding this, it was by no. means my inten- 
tion to create apprehenfions in them, but that I exhorted 
Oe when they, concluded.an agreement for fuch fale, 

o takeall cuftomary. precautions to infure an exactitude 
in, the. payments. 

By purfuing this meafure, which I thought prudence 
dictated, I did not forefee the difficulties 1 was pre- 
paring for the Cardinat: I own I had: confidered my- 
felf only ; that. I. dreaded: the farcafms {0 liberal y circu- 
fated -at Court, where no tranfaction can take place, 
without. a general curiofity being excited, ta, know what 
kind of intereft. actuates the party concerned. I muft 
therefore acknow aii that from my not confidering the 

confequent bio raflment. refulting to the Cardinal, 

from the cautionary fteps I had taken refpecting. myfelf, 
{ was the caufe of that mifunderftanding which enfued 
between the Queen and | sa and accafiened him to 


ceive the difapreeable letter alluded. to, \ The fact. was, 
that the jewellers, ta Av om. we had recotnmended- — 
precaution, actually followed my advice. fo minutely, 
that they: compelled the Cardinal : : 
he was treating’ for the C 1 butreven to proc 
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proof of it... This laft circumftance was whatgave place 
to the pretended bargain,» which’ I fhall prefently 
fpeak of. | 
Before I proceed, may I be allowed to afk the fe- 
véreft, the moft pre judiced of my readers, whether; if.it 


be admitted, that ev 
Jay 15 erte , 
pudently affet d) 


3 


ren at that period, ‘(as it has been: im=~ 
[had caft-an-eye of ‘appro opriation 


on the necklace; I fhould have debarred myfelf- from 


1 Za" 1 : y | att 4 wees 
the a SaeeaNaD method: of getting it. Into: my pof- 
{effion, by’ depriving the Cardinal: of the:means of pro- 


curing it. |] afk, att he fame time, whether; on: thefame 


Le 
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fuppofition of my having, even at that period, “preme- 


ditated the theft of the necklace, it was not my intereft 
to let the Cardinal be the purchafer in his own naine, 
inftead of exciting in the Jewellers.a 1 diftruft, which by 


necefiitating the Queen’s inte rps ition; produced the for- 


gery, which was attempted to be affaxed:supon me ? The 


+ ~ 
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‘ewellers had-fpok en to me, in fuch.a manner, as to 


convince me, that) as the necklace wasia heavy:charge 
upon their hands, ‘they em have. pa irted with 1t on 
the ‘moft - eafy conditions, o. anyone: that i.ad offered 
them the fecurities 1t was fer they fhould demand. 
Now, the Cardinal, involved as he was, enjoyed. im- 
menfe revenues, upon. which he could. have given’ fecu- 
ities that would: not have been rejected. Hac 1 I-not 
therefore yielded to my apprehenfions of being invoh 7 
in fome perp! lexity 5 had I net. impeded their treating 
with him on his own ——. he: certainly» would have 
got poffeffion of. the neck <lace’ without: any a 
hich I could then, at my pe feet convenience and €: 
e ftolen away, without recurring to the expec 10 of 
a forgory. 


| Or 


forgery. ‘Thus there was not even a probability, where- 
on to ground ‘acharge of forgery againft me, any more 
than the theft, which was only imputed to me; becaufe 
the Queen sntit be exculpated, the Cardinal exonerated; 
and the whole of theigno niny; of neceffity; heaped on 
my devoted head; a fevere int nftance of Sea and cabal} 
as I fhall hereafter prove. eae now I muft repeat, it 
is apparent as the day at noon; that had I meditated the 
imputed peculation, fa ame not have aéted as I did, 

and have prevented the object of my defire from paf- 
fing into thofe hands, out ef which alone I could pur- 


loin it: A few particulars concerning the ; vretended for- 
eery, will reflect an additional light on the ee tranfac- 
tion am now. expofing to the unprejudiced eye of 
public candor. 

I muft now make a ofpe ective reference to a pe- 
riod of time, icamesciehii to in date of the letter I have 
been adverting to (No. XXVIII.) 

I have ex xplained the motives’ which induced me to 
act as I did, refpecting the jewellers; and which arofe 
from the refleGtions that occurred-to me on the fubject, 
and led me to conduct ge in that manner, in confe- 
“quence of the intention I imagined the Cardinal had of 
procuring the necklace, and in that to find a refource to 
extricate himfelf from his iinmediate difficulties. 

Several days had elapfed, without my having heard 
from the Prince; a circumftance rather + suit. 
The Queen, whom I had the honour to fee during that 
interval, -faid nothing in her converfation with met 
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had any reference to the necklace. All I tearnt was, 
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that fie had feen the Card linal two days before, and her 
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Majelty expreffed her furprize that I had brought her 
no account of “!a commiffion her Majefty had charged 
« him with.’ I could anfwer only by the truth, which 
was, that I had not feen him fince-a particular days 
which I mentioned. Until I received further informa- 
tion I had not entertained any idea that the commuf- 
fion her Majefty had mentioned related to the necklace. 
Having paid my refpects to the Queen; I returned 
home to'dinner, when my porter delivered a note from 
the Cardinal, wherein he acquainted me, that he fhould 
be at my houfe at fix o’clock that evening, and requeft- 
ing my being at home, becaule he had fomething of 
confequence to deliver tome. I fent him word I fhould 
be ready to receive him, and accordingly he came. 
As his abfence had been-longer than ufual, I reproached 
and interrogated him.---** So, fo; fays the Prince, you 
“* are curious, you want to know every thing !---Well 
“‘ then, let your curiofity be fatisfied---The bufineds is 
«© done---the bargain is ftruck---I have purchafed the 
“| necklace for the Queen. Don’t you exclaim againft 
«« the extravagance-+-1 know what I am about---Befides 
‘‘ itis agreed upon---In a word, I have ‘ private ar+ 


‘ rangements’ ‘ witht her Majefty---Here is the packet ; 
fhe muft have it to-day: fet off mmmediately. 


/ / 
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Great was the fatisfaction I felt wken 1 found I had 
been miftaken in my conjectures; that inftead of a bad 
policy, the Cardinal had adoptea a very good one, In 
eratifying the Queen’s inclination. I made therefore no 
other anfwer, than that I could with I had wings; but 
for want of thofe, I took a phaton to convey me more 
peedily, and reached Verfailles by nine ahi whence 


I repa ured 


ed aa 
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J répaired to the palace. The Queen was with the 

Polignacs: the perfons who had accefs to her Majefty on 

fuch occafions, were not in her apartments: it was grow- 

ing late, and I was extremely fatigued ; I refolved, for 

thefe reafons, to take my repofe, and defer the exe- 

cution of my commiffion until the next day. Previous 
I 
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or 


to my going to bed, acc he habit, I have faid, 


I had contracted, I gi a copy of the letter from. the 
Cardinal, and read the whole of t 
bargain with HH e emu which he had taken upon him 
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« to have ned by the Queen’s eHbaep son Che 


ees 


_ obliga tions were written ‘¢ in his own hand.”---I entreat 


it may be obferved, that they were “ in the Cardinal’s own 
‘hand writing,’ and that I was ignorant of the nature 
of them, as of the bargain itfelf, till the moment the 


Pod 


Cardinal had given me the information, and I had, at 


} 


the time I am fpeaking of, perufed the papers. 

It appeared to me fo much the more natural that the 
ae n fhould be difpofed to fign this paper, from the 
cumftance of the Car -dinal h daving {aid to me, as I have 


me Sone Eye he had “ private arrangements with 


«¢ her Majetty. I found myfelf, therefore, perfectly 
eafy concerning an affair, which, as it has been feen, had 
given me ‘fof ficient Bt rounds for difquietude. 

Next morning I difpatched a fervant to Ma demoifelle 


Dorvat, to know if 1 could fee the Cheek fhe fent 

me word that the whole morning was en gaged, and that 

fhe could not anfwer for any other moment in the 

courfe of the day. I was fenfible that fuch an uncer- 

tainty, ill-fuited with the Cardinal’s imp: melee and not 
f 


hk ie as P ergla aeO ee ae Cae Lapin: 
tiunking there was an abioiute Ri fr that I fhould 
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deliver the’ packet, provided it was delivered, I fent it 
to Mademoifelle Dorvat, with a note; to defire the would 
with all fpeed corivey it according to its addrefs ; adding, 
that I only waited for her anfier; to fet off on rhy re- 
turn to Paris. 

Twe hours after, Mr. L’Efclot, Groom of the Cham- 
bers, brought me a parcel, fealed up; with a fhort note; 
in which the Queen commanded me to ufe the uitmoft 
difpatch, and return that fame evening to Verfailles: “1 


haftened my departure in order to accelerate my return: 


By the way I opened the packet I was charged with for 
the Cardinal, and therein found the articles of the bar- 
gain, juft as I had read them the day before, amapproved, 
oe ened, alte" act PE with that letter from the 

Queen (No. X 3h ) which I have already twice’ re- 
ferred t to, sf uch is perfectly explained by circum- 
ftances fince hh oe [t is manifeft, that her Majefty 
had agreed with the Cardinal, to negotiate private ar- 
yangements, but not to put her name to any bargain with 
i Sane ers. ‘The Cardinal; who had been compelled 

ccede to this lat condition; had written to the 
eeunt hat it muft be 4 matter of indifference to her 
Majefty to figh or not fign, fince the articles a 
approbation would remain in his hands. ~But the 
Queen, it feems, not having the fame conception of the 
bufinefs; fent him back the paper, with the’ rebuke in 
the note that accompanied’ it. 

No fooner was I got back’ to Paris than I {nt to the 
Cardinal, who being abfent from home, a note was left 
with his Swifs fervant, requefting he would come to me, 
on the receipt of it. ~ He did not come till ten at nighty 


pretending 
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oretending he had been detained by: bufinefs of the 
3 ») 


hichet confequence. | anfwered, I was forry for it, 
for he madenme mifs- an appointme nt the Queen had 
given me for that very evening; and at the fame time 


delivered the pager from her Majefty. His firft- cons 
cern was to fee whether the bargain had met, with the 
Q ueen’s approbation. When he found it juft as he had 
fent. it, he. cha anged colour, and his pect nie was 
fill more ftrongly marked, when he read the letter with 
which it was ,accon aise: (No. XXVIII), He com- 
municated ree contents. to me, and talked for fome timé 
like'a man ‘whofe’ mind was deranged; when on my 


nuttine a ‘few cueftions, witha view to brine him to 
A} © 1 : 3 c 


himifelt, he faid-to me----- « JT.am forry 1 made a my!- 
é< bety te to PY of. this ci ath whilft I was pnahi 
«it; you, perhaps, would have advifed me better. I 
3 OH told you that I hi di bought the necklace for ihe 


Queen, andithat the bargain was concluded.--+-Here 


it’ is; this, very paper, written with my own hand, 

ssa you have carried to the Queen, and:which her 
es jetty fends back to me, with as much il-humour, 
«¢ .agif “I, had departed, from the tenor of the articles 
“* {tipulated between her and’ me.----- You fhall pre- 


<< fently judge whether I.am in the wrong or not.”’ 

s You mutt recolle&, that when on account. of my 
“ring, you told me of the application the jewellers had 
‘made to you, I thought it was.a ftrange circumftance: 
<< J-did not then explain to, you, why: it was fo. It was, 
<< becaufe -but-a; few days. before, the Queen having 
told me thatthe necklace was:deftined for lane®, 
“ (how that information reached her I can not tell) and 

“ Mercine 
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‘ feeming {till to regret it, I had told her, there were 


means to poffefs it, without being obnoxious to the 
King, by making ome flight alterations, as well in 
the pattern, as tn the form of the moft remarkable 
ftones. Thefe firft overtures having led us into a 
more connected converfatien, and the Queen’s de- 
ire deeming to grow more keen, in proportion 2s 
fhe conceived it more eafy to difeuife the jewel, I 


2 
‘ had no difficulty left but about the payment, the 


means of which were far from being in her Majefty’s 
power at a moment’s command, . proffered the ex~ 
ertion of all: my avilities and credit.----Her Majefty: 
thanked me obligingly, and faid: to me, that in cafe 
the fhould accept of:my offers, fhe fhowld engage 
with me by private arrangements, with which I was 
to make thofe correfpond that I fhould perfonally 
enter into with ‘the jewellers, ‘The matter feeming 
to me rightly. underftood, I came back to Paris, de- 
lighted: with my being empowered to do any thing 


. that was pleafing to her Mayjetty. 
“The next. day I fent for the jewellers addrefs, and: 


went to them immediately, under pretence of getting 


r 


fome jewels fet, which I had purpefely taken with 
me.. The converfation once begun, I made it turn 


upon the necklace, which was immediately exhibited 


to me, and: while I was furveying.it, Boerner related 


to me all that had paffed. } then faid, fhad-in charge 


to enquire the price of it; and-that’in cafe the perfon 
_for whom J fhould purchafe, didnot chufe to appear, 


{ would enter into a private agr cement with him. 


This, 


ma 


«¢ This firft advance, that did not wear the appear- 
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ance of difficulty, being concluded, I fet out for 
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vy 


<¢ Verfailles. That very evening I oa - the Queen, I 


<c informed her, ‘that the pie lace was in my POR 
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‘ confequently at her Majefty’s con mand, which I was 
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“ ceme to receive. She glia) en hat own 


€ 
“ expreffions) ‘ I fhall approve of very arrangement 


‘¢ whatever that you fhall take, hae ed my name dees 
Thus authorized, I returned to 


> 


“* not appear in it. 
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“ finole word, I declared that I 
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rvations. But is it not ¢ evident from the Cardinal 
: 1 any, ae 
narrative, that, had I not charged the jewellers to act 


cautioufly, they would have tranfacted with him per- 
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time; but that I, fully fatisfied with the arrangement 
fhe vouchfafed to make with me, was charged 
to make with them any that fhould be fuitable to 
them; and appear reafonable to me. I then called 
or pen, ink and paper, perfonally drew up the arti- 
cles of the x ate fich as I knew would meet with 


her Majetty’s here obation, and imparted them to the 
jewellers. rey were fatisfied with the conditions ; 


but one of them (Bafanges) obferved to me, that 
being indebted a very confiderable fum to Monfieur 
de St: James, they could not conclude with me, 
previoufly to their making him acquainted with the 
arrangement: ‘fo put an pee to all difficulties I then 
faid to them, “ Hear me; I have a means of ex- 
citing in Mr. de St. James himfelf all the confidence 
requifite : I will bring you the agreement juft as it 
now 1s, approved and figned by the Queen; but, as fhe 
acre not abfolutely bave her namé to appear in it, it will 
be feen by none but Mr. de St. James and your- 
felves, and fhall afterwards remain in truft with me; 
till final payment, for which I muft neceffarily be- 
come feeurity.----- Will you repofe that confidence 


in me? 
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Will you be fatisfied?”” They unanimoufly 
anfwered reat y telted to me, that fetting afide 
the circumftance of the fum due to Mr. de St. James, 
they would be fatisfied with my bare word.----- I left 
them, and immediately wrote to the Jueen,. giving 
ler an account of the panna of my agreement; 
hd intreating her Majefty’s approbation in the mar- 
gin to the writing which I fent to her.. I obferved. 
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“ remain in my hands, her Majefty’s intentions would 
“ be complied with, ber name would not appear-->-- Be- 
*« hold the anfwer I have received :-+--Such is my re- 
«¢ ward for the pains ] have taken, for the zeal I have 
© evinced--+-- of the facrifices it will perhaps coft me; 
“ for, in fhort, I am bound as fecurity, and God knows 
*« whether fhe will pay; whether her blood fuckers will 
<¢ leave her themeans ; of payment. ---O women---women! 
<< ---and efpecially Princeffes!----but worfe than all of 
“« them, Queens!---She writes to me as toa valet 
“ foe had not required myfterioufne/s, foe would not have 
“* employed me.----What name then does fhe give to all 
** that I have done; if not that of my fterioufnefs?” 

Fie was in a perfect rage, appearing every moment 
ready to tear the agreement to pieces, and, as he ex- 
prefied it, “To sEND THE VIZIERSHIP, WITH THE SuUL~ 
“-TANA, TO THE Devip.” I let him, for a while, give 
vent to his fpleen, and when I faw he was become more 
calm, [ obferved to him, that “I faw nothing fo very 
ff offenfive in the Queen’s letter, as he imagined to 
« himfelf, that to me it appeared a mere mifunder- 
“ ftanding, owing to the vague expreffion, “ that her 
“¢ name foould not be feenin it; that though fhe fent 
** back the agreement, fhe did not fay fhe would not 
*< have it concluded, but feemed to intimate, it fhould. 
be drawn up in fome other manner: fo that the firft 
i) thing I conceived to be done, was to confult her Ma- 
‘‘ jefty ; a meafure fo much the more indifpenfible, as 
** on fending me back with the acreement, fhe had en- 
f* joined my return to her the fame evening :---that 
& feeing the impoffibility of my getting back to Ver- 
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« failles time enough. that day, TF would fet off early the 
« next, in order to feize the firflt moment her Majefty 
« would be vifible. I added, that I hoped to bring 
sc him better news, and to make the Queen underftand 
«© what had probably efcaped her in his letter, that pro- 
«© vided the approbation remained in his hands, her 
«© Majefty’s name would not in reality be feen.” © Yhe 
Cardinal was eat feemed to approve of my obfer- 
vations, and allowed that it was at any rate neceffary I 
fhould repair the next day to Verfailles, fince I was com- 
manded.---In confequence of this he gave me the agree- 
ment, and took his leave, in order, as he faid, to my 
retiring betimes to reft, and being ready to depart early | 
in the morning. 

On my arrival at Veriailles, I heard from Mademoi- 
felle Dorvat, that the Queen had expected me the night 
before till after twelve o’clock; that fhe had been much 
out of temper, and employed the whole time in writing, 


{ 


A few hours after I received two lines, to this purport: 

<¢ PEOPLE CANNOT RECEIVE YOU TO-DAY}; REMAIN AT 
“¢ VERSAILLES, YOU SHALL BE.APPRIZED OF THE HOUR 
‘© wHEN PzopLE ARE VISIBLE.” | This was a very for- 
mal meffage, which difplayed’ very little earneftnefs in 
the bufinefs, and which I viewed as an unfavourable 
omen for the fuccefs of my embaffy. The next day I 
went abroad to pas a vifit; at my return I found a note 
fill more laconic:” “* Tro-NIGHT, AT HALF PAST NINE.” 
I attended, almoft trembling, at the appointed hour, 
and had the fatisfaction to find that my forebodings had 
deceived me. The Queen received me with her ufual 
courtefy and affability. After-a few obliging’ fpeeches,, 


addreffed 
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addreffed perfonally to me----- «< Apropos,” fays fhe, 
« do you bring me nothing from the Cardinal?’’----- 
«¢ | have a paper,” anfwered I, “to deliver to your 
«© Majefty, on condition it fhould be demanded of nite 
and to receive your commands concerning , the con- 
Then drawing the agreement out of my 
pocket, 1 took the liberty to fet Before her the fituation 
the Prince was in, the difficulties he had to conquer, the 
addrefs with which he had fucceeded, in bringing the 
Jewellers over to his terms, by giving them, in fact, no 
other fecurity but his own, fince he retained, in,-his own 
hands, the writing, to affure hi mfelf that her Majefty’s 
name fhould never appear. * I comprehend ail that,” 
faid the Queen, “ but I had pofitively told him, that f 
< would enter upon no arrangement but with himfelf, 
“ and here he propoles to me a dire&t one with the 
« Jewellers. Now (as I wrote him word) had I bee 
‘<< inclined to treat with them, I ftood in no need of a 
«¢ affiftance.----Now my name is actually ene 
<6 it ig an unpardonable indifcretion----he had bette 
«< have given me notice, than to take upon him a bufi- 
« nefs he was unable to oe eae I prefume 
f to Gay to your Majefty, that he had not forefeen 
‘© that difficultys_=-cthat ee alone had made him pre- 
« ceed into this negociation----that upon the firft over- 
es he had made, the jewellers feemed difpofed to 
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his own penions! fecurity ; but when it came to 


OD 


take 
‘< the point, they {poke to o him in a manner that made 
him too clearly u inderftand, they fufpected him of a 


<< defign to purchaf e the diamonds in order to convert 
€¢ them into money.---- Thinking then that he fhould 
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* equally fulfill your Majefty’s views, by fecuring every 
** writing, wherein your name mutt of neceffity be feen, 
he mentioned your Majefty’s name, in order to in- 


“duce their confidence; nor do J think that they, ‘ap- 
* prized as they are, that it is your Majefty’s abfolute 
“* will. the tranfactions thould be kept a fecret, will dare 
re ; 


to mention it to any one whatever.” “© From all that 


“* you tell me,” returned her Maijefty, <I am forry 


*< that I wrote to him as I did.--2-. I will give you a 
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fetter to him.----But is there not fome degree of un- 
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**.. fite- than to inspire contidence, was there no other 
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“way ?----H1E. Is PERHAPS IGNORANT OF iT; BuTd 

* TELL IT TO vou, THaTI Have CONTRACTED WITH 

c¢ 


THE KING A FORMAL ENGAGEMENT, NOT TO SET 


SET 
“MY NAME TO ANY THING WITHOUT FIRST COMMU: 
NICATING IT TO HIM; the thing is therefore imprac- 
“ ticable. See between you, what can be done, or let 
us give up the idea of a purchafe----Ir appgEars ro 
ME, THAT THE WRITING BEING ONLY A MATTER OF 
“ FORM; THAT THOSE PEOPLE BEING UNACQUAINTED 
WITH MY HAND-WRITING----- YOU WILL CONSIDER 
OF IT: BUT, ONCE MoRE, I CANNOT sET My NAM? 
‘To iT. However, let the matter end, which way it 

will, tell the Cardinal, that the firft time I fee him, 
‘© J will communicate the nature of thofe arrangements 
‘ I mean to make with him.” 

To draw as an inference, from this converfation, that 
the Queen fhould have advifed me to commit a forgery, 
might feem a kind of acrilege. Poffibly, the did not 
form a more exact idea of what the nature of a forgery 


rQ0 
W ass 


was, than I myfelf did, before I was made fenfible of tlie 
tl 


iat the obferva- 
tion fhe made of. the jewellers beine unacquainted with 


confequences ; it is likewife poffible, 
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fact is, that I then affixed that meanine to thofe ex- 
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1 did not diffemble, when J took up my pen to com- 
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mence thefe Memoirs. I confeffed Be committed 
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many. imprudencies---this was one of the moft grievous. 


{ can fcarce plead ignorance to affift me in my ] jattit ih€éa- 


tion, though it was in fact the real prin ciple of my fault. 
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before my eyes, and habituated to trez 
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that 1s connected with moral duties, I faw nothing: more 
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** matters it,” faid I to mydelf, “ whether the jewellers 

“ tee the Queen’s writing, or that of any other band, fince 

“ they are to fee it but for an inftant ; that it will not 


remain in their hands 
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‘would; of neceffity, fulfil the private engagements 
‘ which fhe aflures me fhe will enter into with him.” 
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Secretly arguing thus, and not arguing long, not being 
accuftomed ta very deep reflection : I determined, that 
for form’s fake, fomething muft be fhewn to the jew- 
ellers, which they might take for the Queen’s approba- 
tion; that the Cardinal muft not be confulted about this 
meafure, which he would perhaps think himfelf bound 
to reject, but which he would be pleafed with me for . 
putting in prattice, after it had produced its effect ; 
befides, (continuing my reverie) I am_ fo much 
the lefs in danger of expofing myfelf, as, in fact, if the 
Queen did not precifely fuggelt the idea of my figning 
her name, fhe left to my option the choice. of the 
means. She ae me “ thofe people knew nothing of ber 
‘© band writing,’ and that was what gave rife to the 
idea which I fix upon; revolving all thefe things in my 
mind, I drew near to Paris---my refolution was taken--- 
I was going on my arrival to put down in the margin, 
approved by me, the Queen: but upon reflection I afked 
mytelf, whether or not, ot cafe the Queen had not been 
t with the King, fhe would 
thus have fubfcribed herfeif but could not folve my 


reftrained by her agreemen 


doubt. A blunder muft however be’ avoided, for that 
would have deftroyed the whole plan. I propofed to 
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myfelf to confult my hufband, who. knew better 
what fignature the Queen made ufe of. I dwelt fome- 
time on this latter idea, but gave it up, upon recollect- 
ing all the difficulties he had ftarted, concerning the 
affair of iver A the Queen by Madame de Cruffol. 
ing returned home in this ftate of perplexity, I con- 


fidered 
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confidered whether I knew any one to whom I could un- 
bofom myfelf, when Mr. Retaux de Villet’s name was 
brought in; I was particularly acquainted with him, he 
was on the point of obtaining, through my folicitation; 
a military employment: he could hardly refufe me a 
fervice to which I affixed little econfequence. I kept 
him to dinner, after which, I took him afide to have a 
private converfation with him. He was in the fecret of 
my conneétions with the Queen and the Cardinal: I 
believe; I had even hinted to him, the political effort the 
latter attempted to make, by procuring, on his own cre-— 
dit, for the Queen, a piece of ornamental drefs; which 
fhe had for a confiderable time been defirous of obtain- 
ing. I told him what turn that bufinefs had lately 
taken, the Cardinal’s embarraffmnent, the Queen’s dif- 
content, the explanation I had with her Majefty, and 
the conftructions I had put upon what fhe faid to me, 
when fhe obferved that the jewellers did not know her 
hand writing. 

I was juft communicating to him the courfe I had 
taken, in confequence of that converfation, when a 
letter from the Cardinal was brought me; he faid he 
was extremely uneafy, and being unable to come himfelf, 
begged to fee me at his own hotel. I fent for anfwer 
I would be with him in lefs than an hour: that in the 
mean while I might affure him every thing went on ex- 
tremely well, 

The porter being gone, Villet and myfelf refumed 
our corivérfation. He told me, that “ not doubting 
“ but the Queen had made ufe of the expreffions I had 
* been reporting to him, it appeared to him as it did to 
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me, that fhe meant to infinuate that it was of little 
confequence, what hand the approbation was writteri 
by, fince the jewellers were unacquainted with her 
Mayeity’s writing : but” added he « neither the Queen 
nor you jurmife what hazard is encountered in coun- 


terfeiting the hand writing of any perfon. -It is an aé& 


which the law deems criminal, under the denomina- 
tion of forgery. Doubtlefs” continued he “ you 
would not advife me to the commifiion of a crime, 
but this we may do. Setting off upon the principle 

laid down by the Queen, chat thofe people do not 
know her hand writing, it is an equal wager they do 
not know what her fignature is. Your idea of fign- 
ing only Antoinette isa downright forgery ; but the me- 
tamorphofe of an Auftrian Princefs into a French one, 
(to fay for inftance: Antoinette of France) has abfolute- 
ly no meaning at all. Were, the bufinefs indeed, to 
{windle away the necklace, whenever the villainy was 
aa ed, fuch a fignature would ftand as a proof of 
; but there being no doubt of the jewellers receiving 


te payments, fince they will be poflefied of the te 


‘dinal’s fecurity, fecretly backed by the Queen’s, 


think one may, without great fear of dete€ion, 1s 
compliance to circumftances, which I fhall do in the 
manner I am going to paral Firft, I fhall not 


counterfeit my hand: Secondly, I fhall beftow on the 


' Queen the inaccurate title of Antoinette of France; the 


writing being prefented by the Cardinal, they will not 
{crutinize it, and you fhall promife me to burn it- in 
my prefence, when the jewellers are paid, and the bu- 
finefs ended.” 1 gave him-my word. of honour it 


fhould 
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fhould be fo, and he figned the approbation conform- 
ably to our agreement, | immediately left him and 
hurried away to the Cardinal’s, I have faid, that for an 
inftant I entertained the thought of giving up to him the 
agreement approved, without telling him, juft then, 
how I had managed the bufinefs; but when I entered 
his houfe, as he made me wait. a little, I reflected that 
Villette and myfelf were not very competent judges, 
that the caufe might be more ferious than we were fenfible 
of, and that on fuch a fuppofition, the Cardinal might 
eventually be drawn into ‘a difagreeable premunire; J] 
determined to give him a full account of the whole tran- 
faction, but firft I withed to a{certain, whether, in cafe 
I had chofen not to tell him till he had made ufe of it, 
he would have difcovered the impofition, » My. firft 
word to him on his appearing was, therefore, “ Here jp 
“75 at laf.” We examined the approbation, obferved 
nothing particular, and faid to me “ Here it 1s\at laf? 
| burft into a fit of laughter, and then related all that 
had pafled, nearly in the fame terrns I have been repeat- 
ing it. He then looked the paper over with more at- 
tention than before---« You ate right ;”’ faid he « An- 
*f toinette of France, and Queen of the Moon are the 
“fame thing; but I have been taken in with it, and I 
“‘ don’t think thofe people have a fharper eye, or a rea- 
lier underftanding than myfelf. I cali to mind near- 


neard her’ Majefty, or fomebody belonging to her, 

lay, that fince her purchafe of St, Cloud, fhe had pro- 

mifed the King not to fet her name to any thing, with- 

‘out firft imparting it to him. But why did fhe not 
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ce remind me of it when fhe talked of a private agree- 
«¢ ment to be entered into with me? Was I not to un- 
« derftand its being written ?---However you affure me 
« fhe is appeafed, that’s the moft effential point ; the 
é necklace, I-hope will compleat the reft. I] will go 
« immediately and conclude the -bufinefs; perhaps I 
& fhall not even fhew them this paper. I have feen 
«them fince your laft journey, their confidence iS re- 
«¢ ftored ; I fhall tell them the bargain which I hold in 
«© my hand is acceded to and figned, and at the fame 
« time fhall prefent them with my perfonal engage- 
f ment.” 

After difcourfing a moment on other topics, I quitted 
the Cardinal, from whom I heard nothing the next day, 
although he had concluded, on that very day, (3oth of 
January) with the jewellers. The enfuing day I receiv- 
ed from him two letters, one for the Queen, the other 
for myfelf, in which he urged my departure to Verfailles, 
in order to deliver the former as foon as poffible, and to 
me he gave notice, that the necklace would, in the 
courfe ofthe day, be at his houfe ; that on the fubfequent 
day he fhould have the happinefs to deliver it himfelf in- 
to the Queen’s hands, I therefore aéted as his precur- 
for. The Queen was fomewhat indifpofed, and I could 
not fee her Majefly, who fent me a note for him, which 
I have loft the copy of, but nearly of the following te- 
nor. 

« Take care to be to night at nine o’clock in the 
“ Countefs’s apartment, with the box in queftion, and in 
your ufual drefs, and do not go out of it till you have 


¢* heard from me,” 
On 
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On the Cardinal’s arrival I fent him this note; at half 
pait eight he came to me difguifed, and carrying under 
his arm the box containing the necklace. He laid it 
down on a beureau, and remained in expectation of 
hearing from the Queen, as expreffed in the note. He 
converied with me on various fubjeéts, which it is need- 
lefs to repeat, relative to his amours, and the facrifices 
he made to politics. At half paft nine, Lefclaux, that 
fame groom of the chamber, who is faid (page 102) to 
have delivered me a note from the Queen, her Majef- 
ty’s trufty meffenger, and by her employed on fundry 
delicate occafions, as I fhall more amply unfold; Lef- 
claux, I fay, a man perfectly known to the Cardinal, 
the neceffary confidant of all the little irregularities, 
mentioned in the correfpondence, came with a note from 
the Queen in thefe terms : 

“ The Minifter, (the King) is a€tually in my apart- 
*“ment ; I know not how long his ftay will be: you 
“« Know the perfon whom I fend, deliver the box to him, 
“and ftay where you are, I do not defpair of feeing 
“ thee to day.” 

The Cardinal, after perufal of the note, (written, as 
well as the foregoing one, by the Queen’s own hand, 
which he but too well knew,) himfelf delivered to the 
faithful Lefclaux, the box and necklace, as he had him- 
felflaid them down on my efcrutore. Lefclaux went 
away, faying he had orders to be in waiting at M. de 
Miery’s till twelve o’clock. Accordingly, at half paft 
eleven he returned with another note, of which Ido not 
exactly recollect the terms, but was in fubftance, that 


** fhe was very much croffed ;” that “ the Minifter was 
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eep with her’: fhe acknowledged the receipt 
of the box, and concluded by od HOE him,. ‘ fhe 
“© would fee him the following day.” 

¢ eIng pdticren. , how could the Cardi- 
nal afterwards be prevailed NpOR to fay, in order to get 
himfelf out of difficulty, that “ he did not know what was 
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become of the necklace ? and what is ftidl more unac- 
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trufted me with it; but he himfelf delivered it into the 


hands of a raity fervant of the Queen’s. ;-Was. at 
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not more natural, more jutt, he fhould call Lefclaux ta 

account for it? Yes, undoubtedly; but by bringing 


Jefclaux forward, the Queen would have been expofed, 


and he was forbid, as well as myfelf, to utter a 
word, tending to expofe the Queen. There. lies 
the myftery of this iniquity. There the fatal neck- 
lace has paffed, almoft in an inftant, from the hands 
of the jewellers into thofe of the Cardinal, and from his 
hofe of a well known emiffary of the Queen. I 
crying out: What became of it 
could anfwer J do net know: and 

Ra as Cain did, whether it was given me to keep ?--- 
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and indeed it would be impofMible for me tq have reer 
what became of it, if a number of circumftances, which 
Iam about to relate, allowed me to doubt of its being 
almoft immediately taken to pieces; and if, from the 
fame fource, I cannot declare the.ufe it was abfolutely 
put to, at leaft I fhall be able to fhew what it was 1n- 
tended for. But before I enter upon a complete eluci- 
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dation of thole points, the moft ; important of all, I muft 
refume the thread of the occurrences, followine 
have hitherto done, the order of time, and conc 


of thin es. 


{ have to run through a period of 
that is to fay, from the rit of Februar 
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were, proved fufficient for the Cardinal at the time, who 
in reading them faid to me, the veffel has failed fafe into 
harbour ; a proof that he underftood the Queen acknow- 


ledged to him the receipt of the necklace. This he 
has fince been pleafed to forget. 

Three or four days after, that is to fay, on the Sth or 
6th, I went to the Queen's apartments with the Cardi- 
nal, but was witnefs neither to their converfation, nor to 
what paffed between them ; all I know is, that they were 
alone, that I overheard more fighs than words, and that 
I concluded they perfectly underftood each other’s mean~ 
ing. 

Three ot four weeks then elapfed; without any thing 
remarkable occurring. Letters without number and 
without end; appointments baulked, renewed, thwarted, 
faccefsful; above all, plenty of potting for me from 
Paris to Verfailles, from Verfailles to Paris, to Trianon, 
&c. &c. 

It was about that time the Queen wrote to the Cardi- 
nal, that fomebody had »ffured her, the necklace was at 
leaft two hundred thoufand livres too dear ;-and that if 
the Jewellers would not accede to fuch an abatement, fhe 
was determined to return them their ofnament. The 
Cardinal, as ufual, flew into a rage, tiade ufe of abufive 
language, and curfed the whole fex: yét what could he 
do? He muft needs be Prime Minifter. He had not 
laid. himfelf under fo many reftraints, given himfelf fo 
much pains, fo eafily to give up the game.----He fent 

for Boemer and Bafianges, and communicated her 


Majefty’s letter, which to, them appeared very -extra- 


ordinary. Indced it rarely happens that after a bareain 
d ok a) 
is 
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is cohcluded,’ and ‘fiened,* and the property delivered, 
the pur¢éhafer fhould demand an abatement in the price 
agreed upon. Such’ extraordinary and irregular pro- 
ceedings can only ‘be adoptéd by extraordinary per- 
fonages, but that was exactly the prefent cafe. On the 
part of the jewellers, the’ fear of wage? of the one 
hand, and on the“ other, that of being ‘oblige d to take 
back a burthen which had long laid’ heavy on their 
hands, perplexed them ; but the former confideration 
preponderated, a aah after’ much remonftratine, they ac- 
guiefced inthe ; propolal, and confented to make the 
abatement. 

This is a circumftance, amongtt others, which my ad- 
verfaries have had ‘the sual and folly to lay to my 
charge, and reported that it was a manceuvre of mine. 
In the hame of common fenfe, where lay the fineffe of 
PQ What could it lead to?----What benefit could ac- 
crue from it to me? 

Itchas already been feen, that when; for the firft 
time; the ‘purchafe of the necklacs was brought info 
queftion ; fufpecting the Cardinal of an intent to turn it 
into. money, and apprehenfive left I fhould be drawn 
into a {crape, in the more than poffible contingency of 
non-payment; devoted as I was to the Cardinal; If 
thought myfelf obliged to fee Boemer, to forewarn him, 
and prevail on him to act cautioufly. It has alfo been 
feen, what confequences had nearly refulted from my 
condu& in that bufinefs}---in fhort it cannot have ef- 
caped ‘the reader’s recollection, that the negociation 


kad. by that. means, been almoft brok n off. If it 
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city -to declare, that from the very firft moment. in 
which I faw the necklace, I had formed the idea of ob- 
taining it by fraud, it is manifeft, that, on the firft op- 
portunity, my conduét was fuch, refpecting it, as en- 
tirely counteracted any intention of the kind, and_ pre: 
vented eyen the poffibility of ever its. coming into. my 
poffeffion: fince I was {topping the only channel through 
which it could reach my hands, namely, through thofe 
of the Cardinal. .I flatter myfelf, I have fufficiently de: 
monftrated the abfurdity of the firft piece of calumny 
my enemies have laboured to load me with. 

The fecond is yet more, abfurd, if poffible. What 
finefle could they lay to my charge, what private ad- 
vantage could I derive from the delivery of a letter to 
the Cardinal from the Queen, the purport of which was 
to demand an abatement in a fim which, even according 
to the hypothefis of my infamous detractors, was never 
to be paid? Without recurring to the.obfervations alrea- 
dy made on the fubjeé& of letters, fictitious and falfe, (*) 
fuch as that: which it was {aid I, had manufactured, 
to 


ee ee 


(*) What a ftrange extremity was the Cardinal’s fa- 
mily reduced to! when Solicitor ‘Farget declared. te 
them, ia full affembly, that they had no other way of 
faving the Prince, than by denying every thing, even 
to the imalleft knowledge of the Queen’s hand-writing ; 
but, as all fenfible perfons, who have examined. the 
matter with an impartial eye, have uniformly. obferyed--- 
who.can be perfuaded that.a courtier, who. has known 
the 
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to Sle off that great trick of fineffe T have alluded to, 
vill confine myfelf to a very plain argument. The neck- 
ls ace was gone out of the Cardinal’s hands. Either Leftlaux 
was a knave, fet on by me to purloin it, orhe was a faith- 
ful, fervant who hated delivered it to the Queen that very 
evening. Ifthe latter, how dare they afk me to account 
for it ?---1f the former, Leftlaux had returned me the 
necklace, thus purloined; it was in my, pofleffion---my 
views were accomplifhed---my avarice gratified= The 
Cardinal was fecurity, he had entered into private ar- 
ranaements---he had one with the Queen. What was 
it to me, whether the Queen or the Cardinal fhould 
pay fixteen, or fourteen hundred thoufand livres? Nay, 
what was it tome, whether they paid either or neither 
of thofe fums? for iff a¢ted a-villainous “part, my 
thonehts would have correfponded’ in every particular, 
and I had caredlittle, whether the Jewellers were ruined 
or not. Befides---I hope I may flatter myfelf that. the 
reader fhares the indignation I experience.---Befides, I 
fay---fuppofing me capable of having conceived, of 


having: 


ee 


the Queen from her youth, who faw her frequently and 
familiarly when fhe was yet Archduchefs, even though he 
had not feen her ftill more familiarly finee her being 
Queen of France, and muft, in his capacity of Lord High 
Almoner, have received orders from her‘hand, and an 
hundred times feen her writing, in the hands of twenty 
other perfons at Court, whom he had vifited, and who 
were likely to have received it freque ntly$ 2 who, but 
ft be confidently perfuaded, that her writing was as 
familidr to him as his own ? | 
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kaving executed sthe proje® of that. daring ~theft, the 
moment the fh -oke was ftruck, that I rolled in diamonds» 
taken,to pieces, is 1t confonant to fenfe, that I fhould 
have been fuch a fool, as to have. expofed myfelf to a 
compulfive reftitution ?. for the lettter, which I am. faid 
to. have had the incomparable addrefs to. forge, inti: 


mated that, unlefs the Jewellers would confent to, the 


abatement, their ornament fhould be returned» to 
them (*). | | 
A blind fatality. feems decreed, by ibe vidence, to go- 
vern the actions of thofe whofe wicked deeds have made 
them forfeit, its protection, and leads Hf em on infenfibly in 
errors which muft evnetually deft: roy t them ! The flander- 
ous 
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(*) Iam fo’ much afraid of fome:of my readers nor 
attending’ minutely to circumftanceés,. that I mauft afk 
pardon of the reftofor the impatience L-occafion in them, 
by fuggefting. reflexions) which:would not efcape! them: 
Here is ‘one of a veryidecifive nature, and which: relates 
alfo-to. the fenfelefs allegation which I have already I 
truft, victorioufly combated. Ifit be wholly improbable 
that. I. fhould be, fo. ftupid. as:.to.forge a -letter, that 
might, have sompeties me to reftore my. fuppofed plun- 
der; thatJetter;was. however,writtenj fince mention: Is 
made of, it “in,the wh by the Cardinal’s .owm, council. 
Lf.it, could not be written by, me,..1t..muft affuredly be 
fo, by the Queen, -whom,, alone, the price of the neck- 
fit was.written by the Queen's hand, 
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if 
the Cardinal-has.then; on this: occafion at leaft, feen her. 


Majefty’s writing, she,.could then.campare it with, a hun- 


dred other letters that | had paffec. th Long rh my -hands,. 
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ous imputations.which.| have.been’ already animadvert- 
ing upon, are fo characterultic of folly, they fo manifeftly 
difcover the blind precipitancy of malice, driven to-its 
laft efforts, that had I no further -proofs..to..adduce,. of 
the abfurdity and. impotence.of.my.opponents,’ I might 
- think myfelfat liberty to difpenfe with any other argu- 
ments m-favour of my innocence: but I shave a fuper- 
abundance ; and however powerful thofe maybe, which 
{ can deduce. from reafon, 1. filly havea greater re+ 
liance upon thofe: which may be inferred from facts, 
Let us.therefore proceed to facts, and to thofe I intreat 
a double portion.of attention. | 

.The-fecond arrangement was, as I have fated, con- 
cluded upon ; the, Jewellers had confented to, a reduc- 
tion of two hundred thoufand livres, as demanded -by 
the Queen, from the price of the. jewels as originally 
agreed for; the necklace was in her Majefty’s pofieffion, 
fhe might do with it what fhe pleafed. ft was not 
long before | faw my, conjecture verified, that her Ma- 
jefty would vary .its appearance in. .fome, manner or 
other, fo-as to deceive the King; an idea, which it has 
been feen, was fuggefted to her by the, Cardinal. 

From, that nth to. the.time when the. charge 


was’ made againft. me,. of, having purloined that 
unfortunate sews there.gradually arofe clouds, which 


could not’ fail fenfibly to alarm me. The appointments 
between, the Queen and the-Cardinal became efs. fre- 
quent---her ._Majefty. appeared. gloomy---her temper 
was vifibly foured,-and'I -had much to fuffer perfonally 
from that change of difpofition, I faw clearly that fhe 
fought, without withing to appear active, to puai/o me 
for 
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forthe fhare I had in bringing her and’ the Cardinal on 
a more intimate footing; he feemire, ‘daily, ‘to ‘grow 
tore infupportable“‘to her: T have faid, to punifb----it 
is no exaggeration. She no longer, fpoke to me of the 
the Cardinal, "‘Itwas, no\doubt, to practice thofe petty 


cruelties, till ‘the ae get rid of-~me, for I. cannot 
gueftion but ‘fhe had alréady forméd ‘that idea, when {He 
Tonetited that of undoine the Cardinal.” “lt was “proba- 
bly, ‘I day, with -both'thofe views, that, one day,‘ after 
beftewine on rne-fome of her /weet- looks; fhe faid, 
prefenting me with “a box, “ -Here; ‘its’ a long while 
« fince I have given you any thing; but don’t tell the 
me Cardinal | that I have. made you this prefent, nor even 
« that you have feen me;----Do you bear 2? Do not talk 
“to him of me.” 

My conduét towards the Queen had: been certainly 
wrong----] avow it----I have already confeffed, that in 
the affair ‘of Mademoifelle Oliva, I had revealed the 
fecret her Mayefty had imparted to me, to the Cardi- 
nal; the fame incitements' made ine, on this fecond oc 
cafion, repeat the fame trivial breach of confidence. 
After I had examined the? contents of the box, ' without 
being ‘able, in any degree, to eftimaté the valué, my 
irft concern was, to fly to the Prince, and acquaint him 


with ‘the Queen’s bounty, telling him, all that had 


paffed at Verfailles, and conjuring him to be fecret. 


After he had, in a curfory manner, looked’ over the 
diamonds, which he poured out upon his table, he faid 
tome, “|This‘appears to me fomething confiderable ! 
“ What do youintend to do withthem?’----D an- 
fwered, that my intention was to-fell the greateft part, 
Aa have the reft fet for my own ufe. He furveyed, 

them 
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them. once, more,and eventually .propofed my leaving 
h 
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them with-him, till .the., next day ; which I did without 
hefitation. It was highly fortunate.for.me that I: did 
fo; fince, by compelling the Cardinal to own, that he 
had fent them back to me again,. I produced an indif= 
putable proof, that .1.had fhewn them to him, .at, the 
moment of my receiving them; and that, confeguently, 
I had not ftolen them.....I withdrew, therefore, leaving 
my diamonds loofe upon the table; and the Cardinal; as 
he faw me out, told. me, he would weigh them, and 
let me. know within a trifle, what was their real value. 
Accordingly, the next day, his Swifs fervant broughe 
them back to me in.a-parcel, carefully tied up and 
fealed, with the addition of a note, to the following 
port; “<I will-ice you to-morrow before I depart for 
“ Verfailles, and will {peak to you, more confid lentially, 
“* concerning the object, I fend you back: let me pre- 
** vail on you to part with it, as foon as poffible.”* 
My hufband hitherto uninformed of, what, I thea 
called my good fortune.----- Ob Heavens!:—_-- How 
much 1 was deceived!.---Before I communicated any 
thing of the circumftances to him, I fet apart the {tones 
which encircled the button, and thofe that partly formed 
the drops; which I purpofed felling privately, inorder 
to purchafe with the money .they fhould produce, vari- 
ous articles I wifhed to be poffefied of. The remainder 
{ then gave to my amend. who immediately fafd, 
thofe ftones appeared to him to belong to the necklace, 
and that therefore -before we tried to difpofe of them, 
we muit difclofe the matter to, and confult with the 


Cardinal; that probably, it would be neceffary to, ufé 
prudential 
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prudential meafures in order that the diamonds, throtigti | 
the quicknefs of circulation in trade, might not fall inte 
the hands of Boerner and 'Bafanges. 

While we were talking about it, the Cardinal came 
in, but he was then in hafte, and only juft had time to 
tell me, he would fee me at his return from Veriailles; 
and that in the interim he advifed me not to fhew my 
diamonds to any perfon whatfoever. 

At his return he called upon me, and told me he had 
feen the Quéen, who had hot made the leait mention 
of the necklace to him; that he could not’ account fot 
her filence---that having examined the diamonds he 
had fent me back, he had difcovered the moft remark- 
able ftones of that piece of ornament ;---that he did not 
think it extraordinary, that the Queen fhould chufe to 
make fome alteration, in its form, but that 1t was very 
much fo, fhe had not mentioned a word to him refpecting 
it. That it would vex him extremely, if the Jewellers 
fhould happen to hear that their piece of workmantfhip 
had thus been taken to piecés. |“ This would not fail, 
“ prefently, to be the cafe,” added he, “ if you were 
« to feek to difpofe of thofe irregular fhaped ftones in 
« Paris, I therefore advife you to get them fold’ at 
‘ Amfterdam. Believe me, the Queen ‘has not the 
« finalleft notion of the value of the ‘préfent fhe has 
“ made you. ~ Thofe flat oval {tones, not correfponding 
« with the defign of her Majefty’s intended fuit of dia- 
« monds, fhe has looked upon “them as trifles, but i 
« affure you, that you are poffeffed of more than the 
‘ amount of three hundred thonfand livres, and that you 
« ‘cannot too foon, nor too privately difpofe of them.” 
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Having communicated this converfation to my huf- 
band, he approved of the Cardinal’s advice ; as it was 
conformable to the fentiments he had held of the bufi- 
nefs. In confequence thereof he, that fame day, called 
upon a jew named Franks, who upon certain ftipulated 
conditions, undertook a journey to Amiterdam, for the 
purpofe of difpoling of the jewels; but thé troubles 
that had arifen in Holland, rendering the tranfaction 
impracticable at that time, the Jew returned without 
effecting the bufineis. Then, it was, that my hufband 
determined to vific England. Chevalier O<Neil, a cap- 
tain of grenadiers, and a knight of St. Louis, having 
propofed accompanying him, they began their journey 
on the 12th of April. ; 

I propofe to give the moft accurate and circumftan- 
tial account, of Mr. de la Motte’s operations in London 
during thar, his firft vifit; but as more important mat- 
ters claim an immediate preference, I beg leave to poft- 
pone that account, and to give it a place at the conclu- 
fion of my Memoirs. 

From the firft of February to the rath of April, to 
which period I have now advanced, it has been feen, that 
the Queen’s coolnefs and referve towards the Cardinal had 
tnade a rapid progrefs; the frequency of their meetings 
conftantly diminifhed; the interviews were paffed in alter- 
cations ; the Cardinal had almoftloft fight of the necklace; 
only fometimes would fay to me “ It is very particular 
« fhe makes no ufe of her diamonds ;---there’s no ap- 
‘© pearance of any of ieee os i feen any thing 


*¢ new about her drefs ?’’ to all which, I anfwered, as 
the fact was, in the ae ut be now feldom fpoke 
S to 
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to me on the fubje&. Grievances of a much more fe- 
rious nature, lay at his heart. Firft, he began to fuf- 
pect the Queen (and I believe not without foundation) 
of having prejudiced him in the opinion of the Empe- 
ror, from whom he now ceafed to receive any commu- 
hications. In the next place he reproached her with 
having trifled with him, in fuffering pofitive agreements 
entered into by bér, to be tedioufly protracted in the exe- 
cution. He did not explain the nature of them, but | 
fufficiently conceived, that he meant the promifed mi- 
niftry.. He beftdes took umbrage that the Queen did 
not, as he expected, receive him publicly. As fhe was 
now lefs difpofed than ever fo to do, fome people hav- 
ing at that time awakened all her former prepoffeffions 
what does this unfortunate; madly do, but determine 
upon compelling her Mayjefty fpeedily to keep her 
word with him? It is impoffible for my reader to fur- 
mife the method, he had formed the refolution to adopt. 
It will never be conjeCtured that it was----by making 
her experience the feverities of abjence. >: 

He one day imparted to me a dream, telling me very 
earneftly, “ That woman ftood in need of him---fhe 
“© could not do without him---that the only way; ta com- 
pel her to give him confequence, and to get himfelf 
« acknowledged ber favourite, was to retire, and pretend 
‘c difcontent,”---He amazed me and made me tremble 
for him. 

I fhall not feek to make a merit of my remonftrances 
to him on this fubject---alas! he never, at amy time, 
paid the leaft regard to them; fuch blindnefs, fuch 
folly, never fure exifted. I told him pofitively, that at 

the 


f aged 


the moment. he was fpeaking to me, I could not but 


think him delirious, on the brink ef a precipice, putting 
a fillet over his eyes before he took the leap: I even 
fhed tears. ----He made no account of any thing I could 


either fay or do. 


Ten or twelve days after my hufband’s departure, the 


Cardinal fet out for. Saverne, fully perfuaded, it would 


not be long before he was recalled. I was fo much the 

more deeply affected, as he had entrufted me with a 
converfation, .which afew days back had paffed between 
him and Queen ;. and which, as I conceived muft have 
been infinitely difpleafing to her Majefty. The fubject 
had again been about a fum of money, he was at that 
time unable to procure forher. In anfwer to fomething 


rather harfh, which the Queen had faid to him, he re- 


plied, (according to the account he gavé me) ‘* Madam, 
«* you are acquainted with the ftate of my affairs; ever 
« {ince the bankruptcy of Madame de Guémenée, 1 
« find it hard to obtain credit, Were I in a different 
 fituation, a matter which depends on you, I fhould 
<< find means and refources, which I do not now pof- 
«: fefs; and all fhould be at-your command. Without 
« elevation I cando’ nothing, as a proof of which, with 
«* all the efforts of my zeal, I have not been able tg 
« get the fum you required.” 

He had not feen the Queen from the time of that inter- 
view, until he retired to Saverne, towards the end of 
April. Between,that period and the 22d)of May, when 
the Queen difpatched me to Saverne, to deliver a packet 
to him, of which ] fhall make mention; I Use to 


pay my court :to her M ajelty, who never fpoke. of him 
te 


to me, but in a difapreable ftrain: I plainly faw that 
a great deal of jealoufy, was blended with a thoufand 
other caufes, to four her temper; that the continual-re- 
ports made to her Majefty of the Cardinal’s intrigues, 
of his indifcretions, of the unpardonable imprudencies he 
had been guilty of, in {peaking of her Majefty, to no- 
blemen, whom he thought. his friends; had exafperated 
her toa degree that left no hopes for the recavery of her 

good graces. Sak 
Matters were in this ftate, when on the 22d of May, 
as I have already obferved, the Queen ordered me to 
fet off for Saverne, and to deliver into the Cardinal's ~ 
own hands, a packet which fhe entrufted me with; 
charging me to take the greateft ‘care of it. I departed 
that very day. It ‘may eafily be imagined, I would 
have given the world, to know the contents of the pac- 
ket; but, it was-wrapped up with a filk twaft fealed 
every way; fo that there was no fuch thing as gratifying 
my curiofity, unlefs 1 would refolve to make a confef 
fion of it, which was'too delicate a-point. - I hoped that 
the Cardinal would ‘let me into the fecret, but he did 
not; fo that I never precifely knew what the myfte- 
rious packet contained: though, by the Cardinal’s de- 
jection, I but too well apprehended, that the purport 
of my commiffion was diftreffing to him, and that the 
packet was the precurfor of a confirmed difgrace. He 
muttered many vague complaints; inforrned me that he 
thould go off to Paris the next day; without letting me 
know whether he was fent for, or whether it was a refo- 
tation he had-himfelf formed, to ward off the blow that 
threatened him. However that. was, he returned to Paris, 
and 
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and wrote to Verfailles---but was not fent for thither, 
‘The Queen’s refolution was irrevocably fixed. His 
laft piece of folly had extremely irritated her, and the 
Cardinal’s enemies, as 1 had foretold, had availed them- 
felves of his abfence, to demonftrate to her Majefty, the 
danger of having any connection whatever with a man, 
who was morally and phyfically ruined. I particularly 
mark thofe laft expreffions, becaufe, they are thofe, 
which Mademoifelle Dorvat made ufe of at the time, 
in fpeaking to me of the Cardinal. She, no doubt, had 
learnt them in the right quarter. Meantime, he unre- 
mittingly continued writing to the Queen; who did not 
yet chufe to difcover her refentment, or who, more pro- 
bably, was not yet wound up to that pitch, to which 
the Baron de Breteuil ftrove to exafperate her, and 
which at. laft he effected to the higheft extreme. The 
Queen, indeed, fometimes condefcended to write a fev 
lines in anfwer to him, from which I had but two op- 
portunities of taking copies; thofe copies are two notes, 
of the 6th and gth of July. Although the former, 
does not actually coincide with the period of time, 
which at this moment fixes my attention; as it contains 
nothing circumitantial relative to a particular event, and 
can only point out, indeterminately, the difpofition and 
referve of the Quéen, at an epocha fo clearly connected 
with that of the. eataftrophe, I fhall place it here. 
There is a little diflimulation, ‘not to fay falfhood, dif- 
cernible in it, but the reader cannot have loft fight of 
thofe letters wherein her Majefty accufes herfelf of that 
failing, which will ftill more fenfibly be perceived in 
No. XXX. the lait of the correfpondence, when by 
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comparing the»dates, it. will be apparent, how. nearly 
that of July 1gth,.approaches to that of the 15th of Au- 
gult. 

I have juft now fpoken of the Baron de Breteuil: 
is him at prefent, who is going to. play the: principal 
character in the horrid drama. 

I thall not repeat what I have already obferved, that 
retailer of lettres de cachet, that thunder-bearer of defpo- 
tifm was the Cardinal’s. mortal enemy..; It hink I have 
pointed out the fource of that implacable enmity. As 
the fupreme head» of the higher police, one may, con+ 
ceive, that with the help of fifty thoufand {pies in his 
pay, few things are. hidden from: him, He had, long 
fince, been informed .of the necklace .negociation, and 
had conceived hopes of fabricating,.om that foundation, 
the utter ruin of the Cardinal. With,this view-he' paid 
ftri€t attention to every tranfaction. © He. had feveral 
times fent for the Jewellers, who, each.time, had _ 
intimation of it to the-Cardinal,. The Cardinalshad i 
confequence enjoined sthem to fecrecy, and even aie 
them to fay, § thatithe necklace was, fent. abroad.’. The 
Minifter impatiently waited. for, the term, on which, the 
firft payment became due, in hopes ‘of making ‘the 
Jewellers publicly vent their complaints, in confequence 
of a failure therein, which he flattered. himfelf would: be 
the cafe.. The Cardinal on his fide, deftitute ofthe 
rneans within -himfelf, looked forward with the mofé 
anxious expectation, that the Queen would filfil, with 
Jigs to him, what he called her private engegements.. 
On the 1gth of July,he received from her the letter, 
Wo XX XI.) which I have announced as being the 

laft 
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laft of the correfpondence. The very firft paragraph 
is fufficient to give one an idea of the Cardinal’s embar- 
raffment; but I will render it yet more apparent, and 
adduce an additional circumftance to the many, that 
concur in my juftification, by tranfcribing a memoran- 
dum of the Cardinal’s, brought forward at the trial; and 
which his eminence acknowledged to have been written 
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by his valet de chambre, by his direction, and indited. 


by himfelf in thefe terms: 

July 22 or 25, fent a fecond time for B. (Boemer or 
Ba/anges) think it is to fpeak to him again, of what was 
faid to him the firft time, concerning the fecrecy in 
queftion.---If fent for by the Minifter (Breteuil) let him 
fay, “ that the matter in debate has been fent abroad.” 

Thefe perplexed expreffions, which the Cardinal cauf- 
ed to be committed to paper, in order to help his me- 
mory, in cafe of need, evidently prove that he, well in- 
formed of the Baron de Breteuil’s meafures, was wholly 
intent on fecuring the Queen’s fecret from difcovery. 


tHe was perfuiaded, therefore, that the Queen had the 


necklace ?---That, in whatever mode fhe was pleafed to 
cdifpofe of it, fhe was bound to pay for it?---Befides, the 
payment of thirty thoufand livres on account of the 
intereft, befpoke her intention ‘of doing honour to her 
private engagements; fo that, all rightly confidered, the 
Cardinal made himfelf eafy, and ftill imagined, for one 
moment, that hé purfued the road, to what he called 
elevation. The Jewellers, after {ome repreferitations, 
refufed the 40,000 livres, in part of the intereft, but 
accepted ‘of them on account of the capital, and 
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wave their receipt, acknowledging to have received that 
fam from her Majefty, &c. (*) 

The Baron de Breteuil, informed. of this laft tranfac- 
tion, left no means untried to raife difquietude in the 
Jewellers; and before he knew from the Queen, whether 
or not, fhe had authorifed the Cardinal to treat with 
them, he boldly took upon himfelf to declare, that the 
affertion was falfe, that the Cardinal had impofed upon 
them; adding, that they had no other courfe to take, 
but to prefent a memorial, preferring their complaint to 
her Majefty. 

The Jewellers being alarmed, gave the Minifter an 
exact account of the whole Mbeki ees Amongtt the 
number of circumftances which excited his attention, that 
of the fignature, ‘ Antoinette de France” was fingularly 
{triking, and that circumftance Mr. de Breteuil feized with 
the utmoft avidity. Affecting the indignation of a zea- 
lous fubject, he immediately requefted a private audience 
of the Queen, in which he fet forth to her Majefty, with 
particular energy, the whole of the difcovery he had 
made. 

It requires no great degree of penetration, to conceive; 
that the Queen, thus taken unawares, did not think pros 
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* This is a third jive, of the nature of thofe I have 
already had occafion to fpeak of, It has been faid, on 
my trial, that I myfelf furnifhed 30,000 livres. I have 
not yet been able to conceive, what I could get by 
parting with 30,000 livres: my flanderers were never 
‘able to make it appear, fol leave it, ftill to be furmifed 
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per to make a confidential declaration to the Minitter; 
there was lefs danger in affeCting furprife and indigna- 
tion. The poffefiion, or any knowlege of the necklace 
being once denied, could not but be denied for ever. 
There was no poffibility of retracting ; there was no al- 
ternative between capone herfelf, and making a facri- 
fice to her own credit; of two unhappy perfons; Mr. 
de Breteitil, tranfported with joy at the profpeét of hav- 
ing his views gratified; again fent for the Jewellers, and, 

sthout telling them that the Queen had explained Her- 

felf to him, urged them ftill clofer to prefent a memo- 
rial to her Majefty. ‘The Jewellers followed his inftruc- 
tions, and on the perufal of the firft line, her Majetty 
cries out, with affected Mrpiize ss: What do thefe people 
“ meon ? 1 believe they are parting with their-fenfes!” 

I mutt obferve, that the prefentation of the memorial 
did not follow the Minifter’s converfation with the 
Queen; fo clofely; as thofe two facts feem con- 
hected, by my manner of relating them: “A fpace of 
time had elapfed; between the two periods, the latter of 
which was the 2d of Auguft; and of that time I muft 
give an account, 

My hufband was returned fromi London. I have 
promifed I would relaté the particulars of his journey at 
‘the end of my Memoirs. Towards the clofe of July, 
probably the day after the ftep taken by the Baron de 
Breteuil with the Queen, I was told that my houfe was 
befet with fpies. ‘The Cardinal, to whom I fpoke of it, 
anfwered: “ he was perfuaded bis own was, in the fame 
“‘manner--:that he could not conceive thé meaning of 
«ein. Tf that isthe cafe,” faid I, “1’ll {peak of it to 
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“the Queen.” For that purpofe, I immediately de- 
parted for Verfailles. imparted, what had paffed, to her 
Majefty, who anfwered me in very vague terms, and 
affected, to turn the difcourfe to other fubjects. In 


° 
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the courfe of converfation, the afked me, whether, 
the prefent feafon, I was not generally accuftomed to go 
into the country? ‘Though fomewhat furprifed with 
the queftion, I anfwered, tha at my tole defire was to pate 
near her Majefty all the moments fhe deigned to beflow 
upon me; tha 


t ] would never abfent myfelf any farther 
than ] received her exprefs command fo to do. I then 
withdrew in a Violent a of agitation: I was fenfible 
that my fate was linked to that of the Cardinal, and that 
was a reflexion which produced very melancholy ideas, 
{went immediately to his hotel, confidering him already 

; the author and partner of my calamity: I informed 
ee of every occurrence; he fpoke little, appeared 
thoughtful, and more deeply affected than ufual. 


id 


The next day, after having feen the Jewellers, who 
were evidently in league with the Baron de Breteuil, he 
returned in a rage, bitterly inveighing againft the Queen. 
Never had I heard him, before, vent fuch coarfe, fuch 
unguarded expreffions. He-was, it is true, in no dah- 
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ger, from giving a loofe to his rage before me, but I re- 
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lected, with the utmoft apprehenfion, that he had been 


roo 


| 


as little upon his guard in the prefence-of the Jewellers ; 
that he had even proceeded to difcoveries of the moft 
fecret nature, and which conveyed the moft indelicate 
ideas ; that, in a word, judging from his lang guage to me, 
I feared he had fpoken of the Queen, in fuch terms, as 
we.e icarcely applicable to thofe beings, with whom her 
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Majetty was pleafed to make me take up my abode, as a 
reward for my fidelity. All was in an undefcribable fer- 
ment; I concluded the Cardinal’s ruin was abfolutely 
inevitable, and in that ruin expected to find myfelf in- 
volved; when, I received from the Queen a little box, 
containing three bills'on the Caiffe d’Efcompte, of a 
thoufand livres each, and one hundred louis d’ors in cath, 
together with a note in her Majefty’s hand writing (which 
note was burnt at Bar-fur-Aube, with a hundred more) 
purporting, that for particular reafons, which fhe would 
communicate at a fit time, and in a proper place, fhe 
defired I would fet out for the country, promifing that I 
fhould hear from her, and affuring me of her kind- 
ne{s.- 

The Cardinal, to whom, unfortunately, I had con- 
tracted a propenfity for difclofing every thing, read, in 
that note, the prediction of his immediate difgrace. 
He hurried to confult Caglioftro, and received from 
that empiric, the fatal counfels that produced his and 
my misfortunes. Thefe fatal counfels were to the fol- 
lowing purport: Firft to prevent the Cardinal from 
entering into any perfonal negociation, for the fatisfac- 
tion’ of the Jewellers, who would have thus been pact- 
fied. Next, he inftilled into the Cardinal a notion, 
that the Queen would never dare to open her mouth 
upon the bufinefs, but would be obliged fecretly to 
compromife it. In the next place he fuggefted to hirn 
the monftrous idea of terrifying me, and inducing me, 
by that means, to remove myfelf to. a place of fecurity, 
t@ the end that, in cafe the Queen fhould deny her 
having received the necklace, he might then advance 
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the eircumftance of my flight to a foreign ‘coun- 
try, as a moft inconteftible evidence, and a tacit 
avowal of my being guilty of committing a 
fraud upon the Jewellers, and- being poffeffed of the 
diamonds. Such were the dark, the bafe, the trea- 
cherous counfels of that malignant monfter---fuch was 
the. unpardonab! e weaknefs of the unfteady and timid 
Prince, that he liftened to the fubtle and cruel deluder, 
and determined to follow his advs 

Accordingly, the Cardinal called upon me at ten 
o’clock, on the evening of that day, and pretended he 
had made important difcoveries. He endeavoured ta 
perfuade me, that the Queen had formed the blackeft 
{chemes againft himfelf and me. The note and the 
prefent I had juft received from ae Majelty, certainly 
did not, by any means, appear to correfpond with fuch 
a determination ; neverthelefs, taken thus by furprife, 
and being off my guard, not taking time for reflexion, 
and accuftomed, as I had been, to pay an implicit 
deference to the will and advice of the Cardinal, 1 was 
at this inftant confounded. He feized the moment, to 
bear me away, by telling me, I was ruined, if I did not, 
with my hufband, take refuge in his hotel. Taking 
with me my waiting woman, a trufty fervant, who had 
often been witnefs at Verfailles, to the meetings that 
the Cardinal and myfel f had with the Queen, I biindly 
fuffered myfelf to be led by this perfidious counfel, 
derived from the wretch Caglioftro, and leaving in- 
ftruétions for my hufband, upon his return home, 
went with the Cardinal, attended by my woman, through 
bye ftreets, to his hotel. 

When 


When Mr. dela Motte came home, the porter de- 
jivered the note I had left for him; by which, I barely 
let him know, that on the receipt of it “he mult 
attend at the Boulevard, where he would meet Mr. de 
Carbonniere, who would conduct him to me. Unable 
to conjecture what could poffibly have happened, for he 
was yet ignorant of the prefent fcene of confufion, he 
implicitly complied with my inftruétions. He found 
Mr. de Carbonniere attended by two Heydukes, com- 
pletely armed. He was myfterioufly conducted to the 
hotel. To the enquiries he made upon the road, he 
: r, than that the Cardinal 


Being arrived in the 


could procure no ether anfwe 
would give him an ex planation. 
Court, the Cardinal cried out; “© Ah Heaven be praifed! 


there is nothing more to fear.” Mr. de la Motte came 


up ftairs, and 2s he was rufhing towards me, to enquire 


what had happened, he Cardinal accofted him with 


thefe words: ‘ All this furprifes you, becaufe you are 
1 


«¢ jonorant of every thing; but be under no uneafineds, 
ou are now fafe; I now defy the Queen, whom 1! 
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fhall fee what 
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«© Jaugh at, and her whole gang; we 

: “4 ~ ° « a ioe 
<¢ turn matters will take---It 1s late, go to your relt--- 
« J will fee you to-morrow early, and we will talk to- 


«© gether on the fubject.”---He withdrew, fhut all the 


doors, and carried away the keys. 

My hufband appeared like a man juft awaked from a 
diftreffing dream. When I had explained to him the 
-cumftances, he reproached me, in the 


nature of the ctr 
fharpeft terms, for complying with fuch abfurd ad- 
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‘ On the fuppofition,” faid he, © that it is, at beft, 
* but an abfurd ats “unnecffry precaution, which 
“ you are advifed to; but by the air of fatisfaction T 


tf anne I cannot. but fufpect fome worfe intention ; 
“and that a man of his difpofition may, under fuch 
cre ua hy have fome artifice in view ; we mutt, 
“at all events, as foon as it is day, get out of this ve~ 
* luntary imprifonment.” After pafiing the night in 
forming various conjectures on the fingularity of the 
circumftances, we had the { fatisfation to fee the Cardi, 
nal enter, at feven o’clock in the morning.--- Ir was 
“ highly neceffary,”’ faid he to us as he came in « that 
“you were removed laft night, and have taken refuge 
“with me.---I believe there is a fufpicion of your 
‘“ being here, we fhall fee to night, and take the ne- 

cefiary precautions for fending you of to Couvrai ; 
“ your houfe and. mine have been ENS all night, 


<¢ but there is nothing to be feared here.’ 


Mr. de la Motte {til ll fufpecting the Cardinal of hay 
ing fome ill ¢ defign, fugeetted by Caglioftro, determined 
not to flay till night, and faid to him refolutely, « My 
“* Lord, I can make nothing of what you fay ; having 
no manner of fhare in your intrigues with the Queen, 
not likely to be called in quefuon for them, and hay- 
ing nothing to reproach myfelf with, I have nothing 
to fear, You will therefore give me leave to return 
“ to my own houfe this very. inftant, where, being 
hear my departure for the country, I have people 
employed p< acking up my things, and fervants, who 
muit be uneafy at my abfence.”---And indeed we 


had 
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difcovered in the Cardinal at having us in his pof 
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had, at that time, furniture packed up for Bar-fur-Aube; 
and the waggons were to go off the next day; a circum- 
ftance which did not befpeak much uneafinefs about our 


fituation, fince we were to follow our furniture fo much - 


the earlier, as I meant to comply with the Queen’s 
commands, and abfent myfelf, as I thought, for fome 
time. 

The Cardinal, difappointed by the refolute air with 
which this anfwer was accompanied, exerted himfelf 
to the utmoft, to bring my hufband to his lure; but 
finding it impracticable, he faid to him, “ Since you 
« will run to your ruin, I clear my hands of it; but 
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“¢ wait, at leaft, the return of my courier, who will 
« bring me news from Verfailles.’ He’ infilted fo 
ftrongly on this point, that Mr. de la Motte acquiefced, 
on condition he fhould write a few words to his porter, 
to make his people eafy, refpecting his abfence. 

The courier arrived, and this was the account the 
Cardinal gave us, addreffing his fpeech to my hufband, 
of the intelligence he had brought: ‘ Well, your 
<< {chemes are baffed, I am now certain fearch 1s made 
« after you, and that you will be arrefted if you go 
“ out.---The following is the courfe you muft ab{o- 
« Jutely take:---I will caufe you to be conveyed to 
“ Couvrai, there you fhall find a carriage that fhall take 
* you to Adequx. The Poft-matter, with whom, you 
<< muft make yourfelves pafs as being of my retinue, will 
«° furnifh you with horfes; you will then crofs over 
«¢ the Rhine, and come to a village in Germany, where 
« yeu will fettle yourfelves with a perfon to whom I 
“ fhall recommend you. There you may remain, un- 
« known 
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‘¢ known to every body, till affairs have taken a more 
*« favourable turn. I will provide you, however; with 
“a paffpott and all n bane A letters.”’----“° ] have the 
*« honour to tell you again,” ahfweréd my hufband; 
* that I do not conceive what J.can perfonally have to 
“fear; yet, as I am ignorant how far the Countefg ; 
“« may have carried her imprudence, in the unhappy 
** intiigue you have engaged her in: and as, when a 
“‘ perfon has powerful enemies; there is no knowing 
‘< what may happen, I fhall certainly not forfake her; 
“« but fhare with her in-her exile, if yout judge it ab- 
 folutely heceffary ; but I a fae: the honour to fore- 
‘© warn you, that before I think of a journey into’ Ger- 
““ many; J am. determined to fend fome time at Bar- 
“< fur-Aube, to fettle my affairs, and prevent the afto- 
<< nifhment a noife which would naturally take place 
“«* from fo fudden and extraordinary an abfence.” 

Here the converfation growing fon inapert warm, and 
my hufband threatening to jump out of the window; 
into the garden, the Cardinal yielded: “ You are 
« perverfe,” faid he to him, “ and that perverfenefs 
« will be your tuin: you aré fufpiciotts of nothing ; 
“¢ you do not know the people you have to deal with ; 
“ they are capable of every thing: Till to-morrow fale 
** time for refiection---this day I will not permit you 
“ to go out of my houfe---this is juft the hour that 
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“« {pies prowl about. I fhall fee you to-morrow morn- 
«ing; if you are ftill in the fame mind, the doors fhall 
“« then. be opened: to you.” 

The Cardinal was as good as his word, fhext mhorn- 
ing, and permitted my hufband to depart ; after taking 


his 
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his word of honour that, let what would happen, he 
would not difcover my place of retreat; he promifed 
alfo to return that night; and to confider on the propofed 
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journey to Germany. 


He found every thing quiet at home; the porter 
telling him he had feen no ftrange face. In the courfe 
of that day, he went about his bufinefs, appeared in 
public, at the Palace Royal, in a word, he made him- 
felf confpicuous every where, without difcovering in any 
place the leaft fign of {pies being abroad. Having, the 
next day, forne packages to fend off, he endeavoured to 
difengage hinifelf from his appointment with us; for 
which purpofe, going to the Boulevard, at the ftated 
hour, he told Mr. de Carbonniere, that he could not 
abiolutely attend him that evening, but the next day 


would come and fetch me away. He then went home 


-to bed, a circumftance extremely lucky, by producing 


to him on the morrow, circumftances of fuch a nature, 
as fet forth, in the cleareft light, the manceuvres of the 
Baron de Breteuil. 

Early in thé morning, as he was in the court-yard, 
viewing the people who were bufily engaged in loading 
he wageons; Bafanges, whom he had not feeri fer a 

& a) ; oe , 
long time, prefented himfeif at the gate, and feeing the 
Count, went up to him and afked him, Whether I was 
ftirring ?--+- 
Y 

As what I am now relating, and what is immediately 
fubfequent to it, is only known to me by report from 
my hufband; I here requeft him to take my pen, and 
continue the particulars to the public, with the fame 
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fimplicity, the fame veracity, he ufed in his accounts te 
me, and to exprefs himfelf as nearly as poffible in the 
fame terms. While he proceeds with that part of the 
T 1 31.2 
a 


narrative, I will collect every neceflary circun ftance 
1° 7 4 > 
for -concluding my Memoirs. 
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Tt muft be remembered, it is now Count DE LA Mortre 


who writes. 


Rafanges accofting me, afked whether he could fee 
the Wie wore to whom he had fomething important to 
communicate. J] told him fhe was at Verfailles; that 
f 2 would go into the houfe, we éould converle more 
conveniently; which propofal he accepted. 

What I had,” faid he, “ to rmpart to your lac 
is, that I faw the Cardinal yefterday, who was greatly 
agitated: [ am extremely concerned for his difgrace ; 

‘and fhall be forry if Mr. Beemer foould contribute to 
“ bring him into greater diftre/s. (*) His eminence makes 
“ complaints to us, exclaims in our prefence; againtt 


“ the indi lenity with which he is treated. However he 
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© nay, in this refpect be affeéted,; the circumftance has 


‘* no analogy to the bufinefs which now requires a fet- 
‘ tlement between us. Whether it was for the Queen 
“ or for any other perfon that he procured the neck- 

re lace, 
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It was with Boemer that the Baron de Breteui! 
lotting, fo that this temperate conduct, from the 
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nouth of Bafanges his partner feems to me very fignt- 
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‘ lace, it matters not to us; we were not even defirou 

«- of knowing it. One day he told us, that we oughtt 

“© make ourfelves eafy; that he had concluded all so 
“ neceflary arrangements about the payments, that if 
«¢ was juft we fhould be paid, and that he would pay 
«us, Then walked haftily about the room, ii 
«< himfelf about, made fpeeches which I cannot repeat, 
<< and concluded by telling us, “* that face the receipt of 
“© the necklace was denied to him, he might as well ae it 
“ to92’ That was certainly done, to create a great deal 
<* of uneafinefs in us, for we have no deed, we are en- 
«“ tirely dependant upon his integrity, and were he to 
“¢ deny the receipt of it, as he threatened to do, we 
< could have no recourfe but to authority, (A leffon 
«© this from the Baron de Breteuil.) In this ftate of 
« anxiety, I came to confult the Countefs, and endea- 
s¢ your to know from her, what is the Cardinal’s final 
<; refolution: we with him no harm, and fhovld be 
<< vaitly forry for the coufequences that might ¢ fue from 
this afjair.----- BUT.”-----He paufed on the word 
but, which to me appeared expreffive. It was manifeft 
they were preffed to ren der the matter public; but were 
{till withheld, by the fear of lofing the price of the 
necklace, as they were poffeffed of no written fecuricy 
from the Cardinal to prove the purchafe. The cafe in, 
reality was alarming to them ; Caglioftro inceffantly 
urged the Cardinal to deny even the negoci jation for the 
necklace. In the fteps taken with them, by the Queen, 
at the inftigation of chee fhe gave them no hopes 
of payment, and certainly the Baron de Breteuil was 


not inclined to take j it upon himfelf. All things therefore 
con{ idered 
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confidered, though they were no {trangers to the de- 
rangement of the Cardinal’s affairs, yet they knew h 
had fo many refources, fuch immenfe revenues, if unin- 
cumbered ; that they preferred any fettlement what- 
ever with him, to all the promifes made by Breteuil. 
They were moreover fo much the more inclined 
to clofe with every propofal that might proceed 
from him ; as they were fenfible, and had the candour 
to confefs, pretty openly, that they faw they were in- 
tended to be made the inftruments of the Cardinal’s ruin ; 
but the burthen of the fong {till was, “ i the end of all 
“ this, who will pay us for our necklace?” Bafanges re- 
peated this to me at leaft ten times. At length after a 
yery tedious converfation, in which I had but a fmall 
fhare; fenfible that I had no influence over the Cardinal, 
and being well acquainted that Caglioftro poffeffed it, 
he fulleft extent, he left me, begging I would fend 
him notice when the Countefs returned. © It is to be 
hoped,” faid he, as he went out, “ that fhe will bring 
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** us good news. 

Towards the clofe of the fame day, I returned to 
the Cardinal’s, who came home a moment after my ar- 
rival. JI related to him, the converfation I had that 
morning held’ with Bafanges, in confequence of that 
which had previoufly paffed between him and the two 
partners. He did not wait till I had concluded, and | 
obferved that in the progrefs of my relation, he erew 
a ae varm, Efe began to inveigh againft the Queen, 

n terms of fevere reproach, fcarcely applicable to the mott 
‘itt, and at the fame time moft difguftful of com- 
mon creatures. It would be offenfive to all who have 


the 
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the leaft fenfe of delicacy to prefent to their view, the 
fhocking images which his momentary rage and diftem- 
pered imagination at that time delineated. I fhall confine 
myfelf to faying, that more than ence, not only before 
me, but in prefence of other perfons, the incenfed Car- 
dinal allowed himfelf to exprefs in the coarfeft terms, and 
i th the moft indecent particulars, circumftances which 
eated loathing and difguft even amongft thofe fcenes 
of fancied enjoyment, which his ambition had made him 
fo eager to obtain. The declarations, of this kind, repeat 
edly made, during the impetuofity of the Cardinal’s palf- 
fion, before feveral witnefles were, no doubt, deemed too 
atrocious to be forgiven, and certainly are a fufficient 
explanation, and if I may be allowed to fay fo, fome 
excufe for the cruel profcription which an implacable fe- 
male refentment occafioned to be pronounced againft 

him. (*) | 
| 1 thought 
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* Unhappy Prince! no doubt but he knew it to be 
fo, and to whom was he indebted for that knowledge? 
To the Countefs, who feeing him under the influence 
of the moft ungoverned paffion, faid to him, nay re- 
peated to him on ten different occafions, that he had but 
one means left to fave himfelf; which was, to throw 
himfelf at the King’s feet, and difclofe the whole bufi- 
nefs, except what ought to be concealed from him as a 
hufband. That was, to reprefent his intercourfe with the 
Queen, as a mere matter of policy; in which he had 


been led by his ambitious views, and in the courfe of 


which 
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¥ thought he never would have ceafled, however he 
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found himfelf weary, and after an inconfiderable reft, 
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he again introduced the fubjeét of the journey to Ger- 
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of his exertions during the ebulition of his rage. I con- 
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however, that the Countefs muft, of neceffity, 
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abfent herfelf, and that I fhould difoblice her if I did 


not accompany her; in a word, as it was neceliary 
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fome refolution fhould be taken in the end, 1 toid the 
¢ 

Cardinal that I coanfented to go into Germany ; but that 
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ftay there, I would fpread a report that 1 was going to 
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he marked down the day i my departure from Paris, 
’ 
the 


which he had, in order to gratify the wifhes of her Ma- 
iefty, extended his credit beyond his abilities; and 
amoneft other circumftances in the purchafe of the neck- 


vy. 


lace. Ten times had he promifed her, that he would 
follow her advice, and as often did the infamous Cae- 
lioftro diffuade him from it. It was that vile empiric, 
who was virtually the ruin of the Cardinal, my wife and 
myfelf.. His infatiable covetoufnefs, by oppofing the 
Prince’s entering into terms with the Jewellers, as he 
had promifed; was what efpecially brought on the cataf- 
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the time of our ey to Bar-fur-Aube, that of our 
itay there, and laftly that which it would require tocor 
vey usto Germany. The whole time neceflary for thefe 
purpotes was eftimated at 14 or 15 days. Hegaveme 
directions what route we were to purfue, and an account 
of the place ‘at which it was purpofed we were to fettle; 

as to the paffport and letters he had promifed 
me, Caglioftro had obferved to him, not without a de- 
gree of reafon, that, if after accufing us with having de- 
frauded the Jewellers ‘of the necklace, (*) it were dif. 
covered that he had been affiftant to, or winked at our 


flight, the circumftance would inevitably fix him as a 
partner in the guilt. He therefore told me, with refpect: 
fo thofe documents, that I no occafion for them. We 


beet 


um, without urging Him further on that 
head, asin truth, I was far from being refolved on 
taking the journey to Germany, which in fact I faw no 
neceffity for; and indeed at this time the Cardinal’s con- 
| duét 
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* This mean evafive manner, was not in the Cardi- 
nal’s difpofition; but Caglioftro fo well prepared him, 
that at the moment when the King had occafioned him 
to be arrefted, he repeated like a parrot the words taught 
him by that wretch, “ I have been deceived by a wo- 
« man named Valois de la Motte, who I am told 1s 
«< gone abroad.”---He believed we abfolutely were; ‘and 
hosed: re by means of the inftru€tions he had piven 
us, we fhould not be difcovered. In the mean time; 
as it will’ be-feen, we were quietly feated at Bar-fur- 
Aube, knowing him to be in the Baftil 
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duct appeared tome extremely ae) The event 
has manifefted that the doubts and diftruft I then en- 
tertained, were but too well grounded. 

That flanderous declaration which he made to the 
King, at the moment of f his arreft (a declaration, fo m- 
diculous, when all thé circumftances previous to it are 
confidered) produced, without the leaft advantage to 
himfelf, the moft fatal effect to us ; who were far from 
conceiving, how we could be involved in his diferace. 

We were at Bar-fur-Aube, where we had already 
paffed a fortnight in perfect quiet.. On the 17th of | 
Aneuts we vifited at the Duke de Penthievre’s feat, at 
Chateau-Vilain; it was the eve of that Prince’s depar- 
ture. Thence, we had taken the road to Clervaux; 
where we arrived at the clofe of the day. We had juft 
received information, that the Cardinal was in the Baf- 
tile, and on that bare information, if we had been con- 
{cious to ourfelves of any criminality, we were at liberty 
to have embraced fo favourable a moment to evade all. 
purfuit. We had with us at the time all our diamonds, a 
good carriage, four frefh horfes, and four more that had 
Bingiad us from Chateau-Vilain; we might that very - 
‘night have efeaped out of the kingdom---but what did 
we do? We returned home to Bar-fur-Aube. 

In confequence of the intelligence we had juft recelv- 
ed, the firft care, I ought to fay, the firft duty of the 
Countefs was; to burn all the letters, or notes, fhe re- 
collected to have in her poffeffion, either of the Queen’s 
or the Cardinal’s; which employed her two full hours, 
before fhe went to bed. The next day, 18th, when I 
rofe, I perceived a heap of black afhes, which Itook up 
tQ 


Daten: 


to throw into the fire-place. I had {carce done, when 
my valet acquainted mé, that two gentlemen defired to 
fpeak with me. Being introduced, one of them told me 
to make no difturbance, that they had -orders from the 
King to feize on all my papets. Without the leaft op- 
pofition, I delivered up all the keys of my efcrutores, 
chefts of drawers, &c. 

While they were employed in fecuring all the 
papers, which they put into a box, » and which I 
fealed with my own feal, the Countefs was rifling. 
One of them took me afide, and told me, they 
had orders to take’the Counteis into cuftody, who was 
‘to be prefent at the breaking open of the feals. That 
te need not be terrified, as they fhould take her to the 
Baron de Breteuil’s, where matters would prefently be 
fettled. 

I imparted this circumftance to her, which fhe 
heard with great compofure, afking only for tme to 
prepare for the journey. I afked thofe men, whether I 
was free to accompany my wife? They anfwered,. that 
they faw no impropriety in it; purfuant to which, I 
went into my apartment to drefs, and ordered the car- 
riage to be prepared, When I returned’ to them, they 
objerved to me, that if I went off with therh, it would 
be believed they had orders to arreft me, with the Coun- 
tefs; that it would. be more eligible for me to ftay a few 
sours in town, to appear publicly, and then to follow 
them. <“ Befides, ‘faid they, you have better horfes 
« than we have; we gono farther than Nogent to-night, 
« it will be eafy for you to overtake us,” In confequence 
of this advice, which to me feemed rational, I deter- 
mined to ftay, intending to follow them in about twa 
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thours:--- Would to Fieaven I had done fo; it will fhortly 
be feen, of what confequence that would have been to 
the Countefs and myfelf, 

I had hardly loft fight of the carriage, when I fhut 
myfelf up in my apartment, fituated in a wing, oppofite 
to that which contains the apartment of the Countefs. 
I had in it an efcrutore, made at Paris, by my direétion, 
with a fecret place to conceal money or papers.’ The 
exempts had fearched it, but had- not difcovered this 
fecurity, which was very ingenioufly contrived. At 
the time of our laft removal from Paris, the Countefs 
had put fome papers into it, which the chofe to.con- 
ceal from me: and luckily, when fhe laid her hands on 
all fhe thought fhe had been pofieffed of, in order 
to burn thern, fhe had not recolleéted thofe fhe had 
placed in this’ repofitory. 

When the exempts had fearched that efcrutore, they 
1ad found a fmall pocket book containing 35 thoufand 
livres worth of bills on the Caiffe des Formes, and had 
made feizure of them, though*I had ftrongly remon- 
{trated that thofe papers were bills, and not any papers 
they could be in fearch of (*). Their anfwer was that 

| their 
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(*) It is almoft fuperflutous, no doubt, to point out 
a fecond time to the obfervatior of the reader, that, if 
we had thought it paffible, we fhould be brought. into 
queftion, in the fmalleft degree, by the Cardinal’s dif. 
after ; It was eafy for us to fecure thof effects, our 
ready money and jewels, from the fearch of the Police, 


but 
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their otders were to feize all written papers, without re- 

garding what they were. 
| The Baron’ de Breteuil perfonally informed of the 
| whole correfpondence, as we have feen that he gave 
- broad hints of it to the Countefs; was perfuaded, that 
among ‘her papers would be found letters from the 
| Queen and the Cardinal; and had forbid his emiffaries 
to caft a profane eye upon. them, to the end that, him- 
felf being fole mafter of the Queen’s feeret, he might 
make a merit with her of his difcretion and attivity ; 
} but 
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but our attention had been folely confined to papers 
which might be liable to expofe the Queen and the 
Cardinal; and indeed papers were the only thing fought 
after. This circumftance, gave room for a remark 
made by the Countefs on the morning .of her entrance 
into the Baftile: Mr. de Crofne, the Lieutenant of the 
Police, coming to interrogate her, told her; that the 
Cardinal accufed her of having defrauded him of a 
necklace, under pretence of the Queen’s having a defire 
for it. After fignifying to him her furprife, fhe faid, 
fhe could not imagine: how the Cardinal could have 
accufed her of a thing, he knew to be falfe; that how- 
ever, even admitting the fa@t, fhe wondered, that in- 
ftead of feizing on all her jewels, in order to afcertain 
the crime, and convict her, they fhould have cofifined 
themfelves ‘to a ftriét inquifition after all papers in her 
poffeffion, a very ‘needlefs proceeding in. fuch a cafe. 
It was on that occafion, that fhe infifted on. producing 
all the jewels the Exempts had left in her efcrutore, 
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but chance had otherwife, directed. “Cafting my: eyes 
upon the efcrutore, which I had juft feen fo feandaloufly 
plundered, a thought came inté my head to open the 
private récefs, when, I was not a little furprifed, to 
find in ita parcel of papers, wrapped up, tied round 
with packthread, in a bag that had held money. J 
judging 
them to be of ferious confequence, I was at firft 
tempted to burn them. Providence held back my 


locked my door, examined thofe papers, and 


arm: 

The Duke de Penthievre paffed through Bar-fur- 
Aube, that morning: an officer in his retinue, whom I 
met, as I was returning from handing the Countefs to 
her carriage; acquainted with what had juft happened, 
told me, that in a bufinefs like the prefent, I thould be 
to blame to remain as unconcerned as I feemed to be; 
and that the moft prudent courfe I could purfue was to 
fecure myfelf, till I heard what turn things were likely 
to take; my relations and friends whom JI faw in the 
courfe of the day, gave me'the fame advice, J; in con- 
fequence, refolved to pals over into England, where I 
had. formed connections during my firft journey, and 
had left fome diamonds, which it was natural I fhould 
procure, 

The Countefs fet out at eleven o’clock in the morn- 
ing, took my departure ar ten at night, with a -Aun- 
dred louis dors in my purfe, and two parcels of pearls, 
which fhall be fpoken of hereafter ; leaving with my 
brother in law, all my jewels, thofe of the Countefs, 
and the keys of all that belonged to us. I faw my 
fitter as far as Meux, where we parted; I gave her 
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my addrefs in London, perfuaded that the firft ler- 


I received from her, would give me intelligence 
that the'Countefs was at liberty, and waiting for me 
at, Paris. 

I arrived at Boulogne on Saturday evening 
the 20th of Auguft; on Monday the 22d, about 
twelve o’clock, I embarked, and being arrived in 
London, alighted at the fame hotel I had lodged: at 
when I previoufly came over to England. My firft 
vifit was to Mr. Gray the Jeweller, with whom, as 
I before obferved; I had left fome diamonds to be 
fet.in a necklace and ear-rings, intended, when I de= 
livered them to him, for the ufe of the CounteS. 


I found them completed, and had it not been for’ 


that refource, I fhould have been reduced to the laft 
extremities of want, having fupported myfelf a con-+ 
fiderable time on the bude of them. 

Three days after my: arrival, I found out Mr. 
Linguet the counfellor, to whom J gave a faithful 
account of the. whole affair, as I have now related 
it. He advifed me not to make myfelf uneafy 'a- 
bout. the fate of the Countefs; as, by what he had 
learnt’ from perfons well informed,'-the Queen’s. in- 
tention, apparently, was merely to ruin the Cardinal, 
and that the necklace had ferved as a medium and 
pretence! He further advifed me to fend my fervant 
tomy fifter, at’ Paris, in order to gain intelligence of 
what paffed, as nothing could be done, he faid, till 
certain information was Se in confequence of 
which a plan of future conduct might be laid down. 

The next day I fent my valet de chambre, who-the 
moment 
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moment he-got to Paris. was taken up; nor-have I ever 
fee) him fine 


he was a Cain of | M ATermots (*) and told. me the 
latter was at Lancafter,. that if I had any thing to im- 
part to him, he would write to him that day, and would 
take charge of any commiffion. J returned him thanks, 
but declined his offer. . 

All my acquaintance were out of town, and-I was 
greatly at a lofs how to pafs my time; on parting with 
the Irifh prieft, who, no doubt kept his eye upon me; 
I repaired to the Hay-market theatre. As it rained 
when the entertainments were over, I took a hackney 
coach home. Scarcé had the coach reached Picadilly, 
when I received fo violent a blow upon my head, that I 
was ftunned for fome moments. Luckily I had a 
round hat on, which had partly warded off the-ftroke, 
and prevented my receiving further injury, At firft I 
thought the coich had overturned, but recovering, and 
finding it was going on, I endeavoured to find out what 
had given me fo rude a fhock. Turning -myfelf round 
I perceived a hole in the back glafs, and rifing to exa 
mine it, I faw a man with both hands on the pets by 
which the fervants hold. In oneof his hands he held, 
what I took for a cane; I then conjeGtured that the. 
man, attempting to get up behind, as is frequently the 
cafe, and miffing his aim, the point of his cane had 


ftruck 


a ee 


(*) It will prefently be feen who this M‘ermott - 
was, and the part he a¢ted in this aff, 
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| ftruck againft the eglafs, broken it, and with the force 


given me a blow. — I’ therefore replaced myfelf on 


) the back feat, and inadvertently threw myfelf into the 


right hand corner, in doing which, ‘chance befriended 


me, more than prudence; for in the inftant the coach 


turned down Duke-{treet, to pafs into Jermyn-ftreet, 


where I lived, there came through the fame hole, the 
blade of a fword, which paffing on a level with my 
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_eyes, broke the glafs of the window on that fide where- 
onl fat. HadI been feated towards the middle, in a 
defs recumbent pofture, the weapon would certainly 


have pierced my throat. Apprifed at length of the dan- 


ger I was in, and having no arms, I pulled the check- 


{tring: upon which the coachman got down; I made 


_him obferve the two glaffes broken, and a man running 
_ away full fpeed; but not knowing a word of Englifh, 


and only able to exprefs myfelf in dumb fhow, the 


€oachman again got upon his box, without being able 


_to underftand any thing more, than that I had broken 
his glaffes ; the payment for which he demanded, as foon 
-as he had fet me down at the hotel, where I at laft 


found fome one who could underftand me. I related 


what had juft. happened to me, and received in anfwer, 


barely, an advice to take care of myfelf. On the mor- 
tow I faw Mr. Linguet, who faid to me that my life 
swas not fafe in London: that the ftroke was levelled 
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at me, either by the Queen, or the Cardinal: that I had 
as much to fear from the one as the other: that he 


-comprehended why my exiftence difturbed them equally ; 


that’ in fhort I muft abfolutely conceal myfelf in the 
mot fequeftered place, taking care to remit my addrefs 
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to him, as foon as, had fixed upon a refidence ; that he 
might be able to convey to me whatever news my valet 
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de chambre might bring back, and direct me what 
courfe to take, as -circumftances fhould point out. 

I departed the fame day, with a fervant for my in- 
terpreter, who never left me from that moment until 


my return to London, Alter having wandered through 
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Countefs, and imagined that I was alfo in the Bat 
tile, During this interview and the fucceeding ones; 


I entrufted, him with the particulars relative to’ the in- 


trigue between the ede and the Cardinal, and reveal- 
ed the affair of the necklace, with all its circumftances. 
1 thewed him that which Iha 4 jult taken out of the hands 


of My Gray, as likewile the ear-rings. Generally 
{pe ings I laid myfelf open infinitely too much, and 
what followed, sinced: that as faft as I fupplied him 
with information, I did but ftimulate in him a defire 
kine his advantage of it. Accordingly, after twa 

ication on my part, and confideration on 
— he advifed me to crofs over into Ireland, and affumeé 
Te furnifhed me with various letters 
of re siete Has jon, and.we agreed upon his fetting off 


next: day for London, where * fhould fee Mr. Laine | 
puet, and fend over to me my va t de chambre’ s dif- 


patches ; in fhort, that in all occy renee whatever, he 
| fhould 
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fhould fo aét as to prevent or rectify any circumftance 
that might militate againft me. Thus we parted at 
Lancafter, nor did I hear any thing of him afterwards, 


; till I was given to underftand, that the Cardinal had 


fent for him, at a great expence, to put’his namé. to a 
depofition, prepared by Target the lawyer: He had al- 
ready bégan his impofttires and treacheries at London, 
where depofitions had been di&ated to him, which are 


a collection of ill-contrived fal/ities, fo demonftrated to 
os by faéts (*). And yet upon fuch a bafis of falf- 
hood, 
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(*) The Capuchin, M'Dermot, having given in 
a depofition at London, at the inftigation of Carboii- 
nieres; afterwards repaired to Paris, at a vaft expence, 
to bear evidence a heap of falfhoods that proved 
nothing. J am going, on this occafion,; to relate the 
behaviour of the Solicitor and Recorder, in endeavour- 
ing to intimidate the Countefs, when fhe entered the 
Council Chamber. She perceived in the countenances 
of thofe two gentlemen a certain gloomy afpect, 
a dejeéted air, which fhe hadnot before perceived. The 
Solicitor, Duptiis de Marcé; addreffed her in thefe 
terms, and with a ehaftly tone of voice: “ Madam, I 
«© am forry to tell you, that you are going to be con- 
« fronted with a perfon that comes a great way off, 
© and whom you undoubtedly do not expect.” The 
Countefs, imagining, at firft, that it was me, repe eated 
what fhe had faid a hundred times before: that my pre- 
fence could not but be advantageous to her, perfuaded 


7] 4 Q}.. } ce f* a i ; i 1 

that I fhould fbeak truth and conviét the Cardinal. 
“ F P  Aaplliaer. 
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hood, does the fhamelefs Target, raife the ridiculous 
fuperftructure of that bombaftic memorial, which forced 
tears 
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“ Madam, I am afraid of throwing you into fits.” 
“ Be not afraid of any fuch thing,” anfwered fhe, “ the 
“ prefence of that perfon cannot but give me plea- 
“ fure.” Seeing, at laft, that he could not fucceed in 
intimidating her, he {aid to Fremyn, fetching a deep 
figh: “ go then, Fremyn, and bring that perfon here.” 
F'remyn got up, went and opened a door, through which 
the Countefs faw a hypocritic looking figure come clo‘ 
up to her, with his eyes caft upon the ground ; at whofe 
unufual fight fhe exclaimed: « What! another wreteh 
“ for the purpofe of fubornation! let us fee how well 
“ this being is inftruéted.” They firft read over to 
him his own depofition, which had certainly been drawn 
up bythe lawyer Target. Accuftomed as fhe was to 
hear this language daily, fhe perfectly knew again the 
{tyle and phrafeology of a man, verfed in chicanery. — At 
the conelufion of the reading, which fhe often interrupted, 
by obfervations, tending to humble the villain, and expre&s 
the contempt and abhorrence fhe was infpired with, 
again{t thofe who had any fhare in fach iniquitous prac- 
tices; fhe faid, that depofition was a heap of falf 
hoods, abominable lies, and that he who was fo infa- 
mous as to utter them, deferved exemplary punifhment. 
As he was rapidly proceeding on the fecrets, he faid 1] 
had imparted to him, concerning the connections of 
the Countefs with the Queen and the Cardinal; fhe re- 

pre- 
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tears from the Cardinal, when he faw that every thing 
in it was falfe. 


Every 


Se er ay een 


-prefented to him, that fince I repofed fo great a con- 
fidence in him, 1 mutt have told him the place of my 
concealment. She infifted on obtaining from him a 
declaration of it, that I might be brought face to face 
with him; to which he anfwered, that he knew nothing 
about it. Dupuis de Marcé and Fremyn, wha had 
their views in finding her guilty, often faid to her (efpe- 
cially when fhe preffed her arguments home upon the 
Capuchin, and ufed expreffions fuited. to his villainy,) 
“ But, Madam, youcannot tell what your hufband may 
© have told the Abbé M‘Dermot in their converfations 
together: he is a man of integrity, incapable of com- 
ing hither to deceive.” “ We fhall fee that prefently,” 
‘ faid fhe, “ fince Mr. de la Motte is not here to con- 
* vict him in thofe points that concern himfelf, I am go- 
* ing to doit, from the obfervations I haye made upon 
‘¢ his depofition.” He had told a long-winded ftory 
about the jewels, which he faid, he had feenme haye, at 
my firit journey to London. The Countefs had taken 
notice of a number of abfurdities, among others, of the 
mention he made'of a fuperb pair of fhoe buckles fet 
with brilliants, Lyckily I had left them at Bar-fur 
Aube, and they were depofited in one of her boxes, at, 
the Baftile. She had them brought, not without great 
difficulty, and the knavifh Friar was humbled at the 
fight of the /uperd jewel---worth about tivo guineas ; {0 it 
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Every body knows thathé rejected it, forbad its ap< 
pearing, folemnly denied the whole contents, and ‘cried 
6ut in his indignation, that he would not be made to 

appear a fool.---T'o which Target replied, “ My Lord, 
your family will have it fo: there’s no other way for 
« you to fave yourfelf.” | 

Being arrived at Dublin, I, in perfon, delivered the 
letters T had received from M‘Dermot to their re- 
fpective addreffes, was perfectly well received, and in a 
few days introduced into the genteeleft companies. i 
had even an opportunity of feeing the Lord Lieutenant, 
who made a number of enquiries concerning the Car- 
dinal’s fituation, and faid fome polite things to me; 
among the reft, that when he was in town (for he then 
refided chiefly in the country) he -fhould be glad to fee 
me. In ad courfe of the~converfation he affeted ta 
admire a fteel chain which I wore to my watch. To this 
hung my feal, which he examined, ‘a circum#ftance that 
left me no doubt but he knew who I was. It will he 
fhortly feen, by the fecrets Count d’Adhémar afterwards 
difclofed to me, that I was not miftaken. 

I had been almott: ‘three’'weeks at ‘Diblin, without 
hearing from M‘Dermot, which’ made-me very ‘un- 
Kelsi ze eal; 
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ith the reft cig his evidence. ’ After fhe had ufed him 
as he merited, fhe told the Solicitor, that fhe fuppofed 
he prefently fe ould fend for the rio? at the corner of 
the ftreet, to give evidence apaintt her; having made 
this remark, fhe left oe ays e incenfed and enraged at 
the villains and their conduct. oy , 
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eafy ; but if he did not write to me, he did to others ; 
and appeared 1 inactive with regard to me. 

[ was often invited to parties of pleafure in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dublin; to which I ufed to refort without 
the attendance of my fervant. I one day returned from 
one of them mich indifpofed; { loft my abil but 
attributed my condition to the uneafinefs and vexation 
which preyed upon me. Dragging every W here a liftlefs 
éxiftence, fufpecting that 1 was known in Dublin, in a 
word, tormented by ie una prefentiment: , though 
very lucky ones for me, I refolved to quit it that ifland, 
and pafssover to Scotland. I told’ my acquaintance I 
was going to fee the famous Lake of Killarney, that 1 
fhould then take Cork in my way back, having ‘an in- 
clination to view it. Purfuing a direct contrary road, 
I got»to a {mall fea-port town oppofite the coaft of 
Reoclahul My diforder grew. every moment worfe; I 
was not to be known again. 1 had been eighteen days 
without por forming the moft natural and sadifpenfiile 
funétions of nature, width I arrived at Glafgow. ‘L fent 
for a phyfician, who after:smuch examination and quef- 
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tioning, told me there was fomething very ext traordi- 

nary in my malady, which: he ‘eet make nothing of; 

and that he advifed me to repair without Jofs of time to 
> taavel: where I Should meet with more affiftance 
for the faculty, than in any p place in the world. In the 
mean while he aN ve me fome cooling draughts, that 
proved ‘neffectual. Arriving early next day at Edin- 
burgh, I fent for a phy vi cian and a furgeon, of the higheit 
repute ; who having. confitere together for a cont iderable 
time, left me, faying they would come again next day, 
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ta judge of the effect produced by the medicines they 
would fend me. . The next day I found myfelf 
much worfe, anda few days after I was not able to 
leave my bed. It was at this utmoft extremity, } 
difcovered, by their queitions, and the medicines they 
adminiftered to me, that poifon had fucceeded a difap- 
pointed affaffination ; they telling me, that eight days 
later, it had been impoffible to fave me.-----Whofe 
hand had direéted the murderers fteel ? whofe hand had 
filled the poifoned cup 2----- What follows will but too 
Clearly point it out. The French Ambaffador left me 
no doubt.-+--I fhall not explain myfelf more clearly, 
at prefent than it will be feen, he himfelf did it,~+-but 
certainly without intention. 

The confequence of this fecond attempt upon my 
life, was paffing three months in my bed, and between 
four and five, without leaving my apartment ; during all 
which time I heard not one word of the Cardinal’s 
air. When I was:in a condition to bear reading, my 
fervant propofed bringing to me a matter of languages, 
whom he met with, every. day, at the tavern, whence 
my table was provided; and to prevail with me-to re- 
ceive him, he told me, the man taught Italian at the 
Dukes of Gordon and Buccleugh; that he daily heard 
my affair talked over, and that I might without affec- 
tation, draw from7him interefting particulars. Had J] 
" getting intelligence, I could have pe- 


aft 


been fure of 
netrated to the centre; I therefore relifhed the pro- 
pofal, and faw the man thatfame evening ; to whom] 
faid, that by way of recreation, I had an inclination to 
learn Italian. He> was very loquacious, and without 

my 


Lindo +7] 


my leading him to the topic I wifhed, he blended, with 
his medley of news, the names of the Cardinal, of the 
Countefs de la Motte, of Caglioftro; told me, there had 
appeared Memoirs under thofe three names, but that 
was the extent of his knowlege. As I had noticed at 
Glafgow, that a certain coffee-houfe took in the Leyden 
Gazette, I took coach and went thither, when calling 
for the whole file of papers, I turned them over hattily, 
and with a furprife equal to my indignation, faw, by 
fragments from thofe memoirs, the int Adious turn tha 
had been given to the defence of the Countefs. : 
curfed, without knowing him, the fenfelefs or knavifh 
lawyer, who had fo abfurdly or bafely perplexed a bufi- 
nefs, of itfelf fo plain. I fpent two days and two nights, 
in writing out all that feemed to bear on the moft effen- 
tial points, and then returned to Edinburgh; firmly re- 
folved to difpatch an exprefs to Mafter Doillot, whom I 
was not acquainted with, and whom I ftill lefs knew to 
have been chofen and direéted by the Baron de Bre- 
teuil. - The circle of my acquaintance in Edinburgh 
being rather contra¢ted, I unfortunately (*) caft my eyes 
on the Mafter of Languages; who being in almoit a 
{tarving 
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* Very unfortunately indeed. This was ftill worfe 
than M‘Dermot. The man I am fpeaking of, and 
who is to act fo atrocious a part, in what I have left to 
relate of my perfonal concerns,.was an arrant adven- 
turer, who went by the name of Benevent, but known 
in England by that of Co/fa, for which he had exchanged 
his real name of Maus. 
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ftarving condition, feemed likely to be dil fpofed. for 
undertaking a journey, that would bring him fome pecu- 
niary advantage. 

As he, immediately on my return, took it into his 


head to teil me a long ftory of his misfortunes, a tale he 


“5 
had already repeated over and over again; | embraced 
the opportunity to hint to him, that I had-it in my 
power to render him a fervice. 1 difclofed myfelf to 
him, and propofed his taking at ‘ip to Parts, in order to 
deliver to a lawyer, fome papers Ly would entruft him 
with. His anfwer was, an offer of doing any thing that 
might be pleafing to me. Next morning he came to 
tell me, that he had confidered of my propofal, that 
fince the delivery of a parc cel, was all that was requi- 
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ite, his wife could perform the bufineis as well as him- 


se 


felf, nay better; as fhe would be lefs liable to fufpicion, 


IT, 

and her journey would be attended with lefs expence.. I 
was fatisfied with his te wrote a letter to Mafter 
Doillot, in form of a memorial, in which | informed 
him of all that had happened; afked counfel of him, re-= 
lative to the condu¢t it was neceffery for me to adopt’; 
and pofitively affured him, I was determined to return 
to Paris, in order to fhare my wife’s fate, to defend her, 
and to fpeak the truth, if forced to: it: Thofe were my 
expreffions. (*) I added, that I only waited for his an- 
fwer to take my departure. 


I fent 
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* That doating foo Doillot, in i Memorial, which 
he drew up in confequence of ry letter, but ftill under 
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1 fent this Cofta to take a piace for me in the coach 
for Edinburgh, ah his wife the money neceffary for 


her journe ey, deliv yering the packet deftined for Doillot, 
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Hes the eee id or third of April, 1788, 

On her arrival at Paris fhe procured a conveyance ta 
the Sieur Doillot’s, to whom the fignified her being 
polleiied of papers of confequence, intended for him, 
The old, fquint-eyed, clownifh fellow, whimfically fan- 
cied, that he difcovered this woman to be a mMan--24 
a {py in petticoats, and refufed to fpeak to her; until 
fhe had undergone an examination by his wife: an 
inquifition, which Madame Doillot very gravely 


made; and on that lady’s report to her 
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egular conformation of the faid meffenger, the limb 
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of the law vouchfafed to examine the writings, which 
Z. he 


the murderous influence of the Baron de Breteui 
had forbid him to mention the Queen’s name, and 
charged him to criminate the Cardinal without reftr aint; 
that venal idiot, I fay 

fody; intituled “ A Summary, &c.” the identical 
ractanhs in’ my “letter. He there fays in italics, that 
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uotes, In his wretched rhap- 


qi 


al) sila aifpofed ta attempt every thing ig OA 

© titu. €, to unite my fate with that of my ° But 
that is fwalloy - up in a flood of lies ; dens more «dna 
nal, as he knew the truth, and the Countefs had given 
him, in writing, all the particulars, exactly as we now 


relate them, 
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confined to miyfelf, he had reafon. to rue it on his death 
bed. Hating the Queeh, he was confequently the fe- 
cret fupporter of her enemies. The Cardinal was be- 


come one ofthem; he muft therefore be fupported: 


a 


but that could not be done, if Vergennes had openly 


iftent with 
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prudence and his own refined } policy, oftenfibly to blame 
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declared himfelf; he therefore found it con 
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him; at the fame time that he. privily took means for 


his i afety, in proportion fo he exaggerated his crimes. 
Let us revert to Doillot and Bre teuil: all thofe ho- 
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neft people ought to be coupled together. 1 he minif- 
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terial Baron, after taking a hey days confideration, fent 
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for the lawyer Doiliot, and told him, he mignt write 
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me word, that the beit couric 4 could take, was to re- 


pair to Paris, without a moment $ lofs ©. 
D iil F Lit 18 } = {- WV CHAT € ad eats Py ae 
Yoillot accordingly wrote the same day, and perionaliy 
Aelive One ena pen ge 
delivered the letter to Mrs. Cofta 
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tions, this female courier began het 
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the crafty Vergennes had dif Lech a mefienger to 
Count d’Adhemar. The icheme w s, then, to fecure me 
at Edinburgh, and a Secretary of rie Ambaffador was 
charged with the honorable : commiflion. The e bufinefs 
was to fecure me, dead or alive, but the former was infi- 
‘he Secretary (whofe name 
was Baca sroved fuccefsful, I certainly never 
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fhould have feen Paris; an affértion I thal] fhortly render 
more than probable. 
This refolution once formed, it became neceflary to 
avoid putting me.on my guard; and confegr ently 
Cofta’s wife was to be prevented from deliver ing to me 
Doillot’s letter. Mr. de Vergennes provided againtt all 
thofe obftacles: he. let her de epart, and when at a cer- 
tain diftance from Paris, he caufed her to be arrefted, 
and carried to the Baftile, where the was detained two 
days. 
During thefe tranfactions in France, I perceived in 


Scotland, that I was do: geed about and watched: I im: 


parted my obfervations to my worthy companion Cofta; 
who was al lready in. the Ambaffador’s confidence » and 
had been honoured ae feveral interviews with d’Arra- 
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gon. He anfwered me, there was no probability : of 
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fuch a circumftance: that my uneafinels might prefent 
Gination, objects which had no exiftence: tha 
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nowever, uf I did not think myfelf fafe at Edinburgh, 
ts ent eRe f 
fhould do well to cha inge my fituation, and: immiedi- 
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ce icizure Of my perion, which he was commiffioned 
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jers was an object of noconfequencein fo capital anaffair; 
Count d’Adhemar difpatche ed one to’ the Count de Ver- 
cennes, to inform him of the new turn matters had 


1 t 


zen. When this Pacificator of Europe heard, that the 


op 


1eme had been obftructed at Edin! ane) judging the 
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eset confinement of Mrs. Cofta needlefs, he had her 
brought fecretly. out of the Baftile, efcorted by two 
exempts of the police, who took her to the Baron de 
Breteuil’s. That minifter, whom the Countefs fo well 
pointed out, by the appellation of the thunder-bearer of 
defpotifm, caufed a hundred louis d’ors to be given her 
for frnart money, and a letter for me, fiened Doilot ; 
not written by Doillot, but in the office of the fupréeme 
head of the police, who, moreover, made ler th ie 
promifes, if fhe prevailed on her hufband to enter into 
their views: that is, to deliver me up, alivé or dead. 


W hen fhe left the minifter’s hotel, one of the exempts 
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took her to his houfe, and never left her afterwards, til 
he conducted her to Calais, and faw her fafe on board 


a veffel. Arriving at Dover, fhe found the never- 


failing d’Arragon waiting for her on the fhore.---What 
honours lavifhed on a poor creature, who, at the mo- 
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ment of my writing this, recerves her daily food at my 


fervant’s table! Scarce had fhe fet one foot on land, 
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when the ready d’Arragon refpectfully gives her his 
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hand, makes her his property, puts her-into a chaife, 
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ie indolent Adhemar; who, on fo extra- 
ondefcended to half raife 
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had received from the Baron de Breteuil, and-refrefhed 


her 
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her memory, by repeating to her, with much a amplifis 
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cation, the inftructions given to. her at Paris. 


It is now neceflary to inform th at. that Cofta 
had written to his wife to join them at Newcaftle, wher 
we then were, as foon as fhe arrived from France; 


and, in cafe that letter fhould not be received at London, 


he had left one to the =e purport at Edinburgh, at 
Cc 1 , 1 » . : 
the houfe wherein he had lod: ged ; but thofe cautions 
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almoft as foon as we had fixed our abode at Newcaitle, 
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gave it to Cofta’s wife; a ee he fent off, telling her, 
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arrival, which was walt I was at dinner, ine delivered 
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Doillot, who 
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me: but wnen, on perufal, founda it was not an an- 


{wer to mine, in any article, I began to entertain fulpi- 
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cions, which gained ven serbia the 


woman, I received anfwers exprefiive of t 
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although I affected to fix my eyes on the letter, fhe had 
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delivered to me, they were not fo much employed as to 
a Dp panes acement, from the 
let the winks and figns of encouragem«e sits from the 


1 
heard enough not to doubt 


I had already feen and 
iat I was fallen into very bad hands: and the hie 
on of removing fecretly from them, immediately fuc 

ceeded the birth of my fufpicions. But, in order not 
ive them any alarm, I avoided putting captious 
q inane affecting rather to believe all the woman told 

me, 
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tne, and dinner being over, I feized the moment of their 
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withdrawing, toca ie ny fervant, to whom 1 ait 
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my fafvicions, f> much the more confidentially, a 
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luckily, he detefted equally both the yahd andthe wtte. 
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if tnererore_acguallireu him with my intention ot eavinge 
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them at Newcaftle; charged him to pack up my :ckties 
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fecretly, and to have a chaife in readinefs at twelve or 


one o’clock in the morning. My orders being given, I 
went up gently to the door of the room, into which 
thefe bone couple had withdrawn. Cnaey to diftin- 
euifh their di fcourfe, which was in Englifh, I bounced. 
into the room: and, as 1 made my oie las unex- 
pectedly, I found fpread up on the: ta ble; the chairs, and 


7 


even the bed, all the articles purcha fed by Cofta’s wife 
at Paris, with part of her hur ndued Pacis @’ors, Pha 


need of no more than one glance of my eyes, and 


fe / 
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thereiore immediately revirea, laying, you are bufy, V1 il 
t galea a wxaliz:74 
“ oo and take a walk. 
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Cofta, who knew me, -furmul fed that what I had jutt 
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misfortune that could befal him, and tie me with 
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hraence, Ne determi ied to entrult me, witn part of 
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what was plotting againft me. He toid me, his wife 
(Lei. ee See pe ry , + 

3aftile, how fhe had got out of it, had 


Pp 


} 
been carried to the Baron de Biewaiks s, her paflage over 
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fea, the meeting with d’Arragon at Dover, ‘adie the ex- 
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pectation of the ree oe arrival of that little man-catcher, 
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t+ Newcaftle. After he had thus, as ne termed it, 4/- 
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an Oath which I took for no more than it was worth. } 
made him however promife, at all events, that he would 
do nothing without confulting me; affuri: ing him that J 
would furnifh him with means of getting mo oney from 
the Government of France; provided he aéted in con- 
cert with me, and make no fecret of any thing; this he 


promifed to do, and I declined for the prefent leaving 
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were at iupper, Colta received a letter from d Arragon, 
b 


to acquaint him with his arrival, and defired his com- 
pany at the inn; to which*the former repaired, and 
did not return for two hours. Upon my afking him 
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he told me, that the French 
Ambaffador’s Secretary was coming, to have me carried 

iat he was attended by two exem ipts of the police, 
named Grandmiaifons anc 1 Quidor ; that they expected a 
veffel, that failed from D nakir k, with a fesiah of myrmi- 
dons of the police, under the command of the exempt 
Surbois; that they had all affumed titles, and changed 
their names ; that their pretence, in order to give no 
umbrage in Newcaftle, was a trial of the trade of pit 
ih that they were furnifhed with letters of recommen- 


dation for that agipte, I afked Cofta, what he had 
} 


1 
hid to them? ‘ Nothing, anfwered he, except. re- 
“ queiting time tor reflect till to-morrow. I am, pur- 
*« fued he, to fet out at fix in the mor ning with d’Ar- 


““ ragon, to furvey the harbour, and fettle the mode of 


“ conveying you on board a fhip.” I advifed him to 


2 


promife every. thing, to give every poffible affurance ; 


but firft to fee that he had a thoufand good guineas 
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paid down to him; “ which when yeu have fecured, 
“ faid I to him, you will tell them; that, all rightly 
<< confidered, the forcibly carrying off a man, in fo fre- 
«¢ quented a port, and at fuch a diftance from the town, 
© is a thing impracticable ; that they may go back to 
‘© London, and affure the Ambaffador, that in four days 
‘*-you will be there with me; and that, in fome way 
“‘ or other, you will engage to convey me to Paris, 
“ for the fum’of ten thoufand pounds fterling. You 
« know that I fent your wife to Paris, to furnifh me 
“< with mieans of repairing thither myfelf. I now de-= 
“clare to you, upon the word of an honeft man, that 
«Tam going to take my departure for London, where 
«¢ J intend to fee the Ambaffador; then take myfelf to 
‘© Paris, and be the means of your getting ten thoufand 
“< pounds fterling. 

The firft demand of the thoufand ‘guineas, was 


eranted at a word, with a trifling defalcation of fixty,. 


which honefi D’Arragon withheld fer his fees: As to the 
ten thoufand, they were promifed, on condition, thar the 
fame D’Arragon fhould make a ftoppage of one fifth on 
his own account. What aworthy man, is this Monfieur 
D’Arragon! How calculated for----how fitting to the 
truft----how creditable to the office he this day holds, 
of Secretary to the French Ambaffador: If more is want- 
ing, let me give a more fubftantial proof; which only 
came to my knowledge, fubfequently to the plan I had 
been forming with his counterpart, the no lefs worthy 
Mr. Cofta. The honeft little myrmidon was provided 
with a phial, filled with a liquor, which he faid, had 
the property of putting a man to fleep for only four 

Aa and 


caNX - ae 


Taps al 


‘and twenty hours fucceffively, and he had tried to make 


Cofta adminifter that fmall dofe to me, in fome tea or 
wine; the vehicle was no doubt to be at my own 
choice; telling him, that when once that gentle foporific 
had taken effect, I might be put into a fack, like a 
bundle of foul linen; be carried down to the harbour 
under favour of darknefs, conveyed on board, by‘ way 
of a portmanteau, be thrown into the hold, and, I 
have no doubt, in the end, be caft into the fea. Itis 
more, than demonftrated, that they had no occafion for 
me alive, which I fhall prefently put beyond all queftion. 
Thefe agreeable particulars I have from Cofta’s wife, 
who let me into many other circumftances equally fatif- 
factory. 

Notwithftanding this apparent confidence, by which 
Cofta had fought to enfure mine, he had abfolutely en- 
tered into the plot; the ten thoufand pounds were ready, 
and if he did not get them by making ufe of the phial, 
it was, becaufe my man was an invincible obftacle in 
his way, who muft have been made to fwallow the like 
dofe----in order alfo to turn him into -a portmanteau ; 
and that was a thine fomewhat more than difficult. I 
watched him narrowly; he knew how far he was grown 
obnoxious to my fufpicion; the leaft motion that he 
had made, bearing marks of an attempt to feize me, : 
would have been his undoing,. with fo much the greater 
certainty, as from my knowledge of the number and 
even the names of the fatellites, employed in this un- 
dertaking, I might have informed againft them, and 
have produced proofs of their villainy. Where a halter is 

fufpended 
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fufpended before a man’s eyes, he will look twice before 
he leaps once. 

Thefe gentlemen retainers to the police, apprehenfive 
that nothing could be done at Neweaftle, fet out for 
London, juft as they had come from it; but fully per- 
fuaded, in confequence of Cofta’s promifes, that their 
prey would not efcape them. 

I reached London a few days after them; and that 
very night D’Arragon found out Cofta, and told him, 
the Ambaflador wanted to fpeak to him the next morn- 
ing. He came himfelf to fetch him, and took him to 
a ftreet, where they met his Excellency, who conde- 
fcended to get into a hackney coach with thofe two wor- 
thies! Such was the council-chamber where the noble 
Triumvirate deliberated on the methods of carrying me 
away. D’Arragon faid he had thought upon a plan, and 
he would anfwer for the fuccefs, and that was, to procure 
fome perfon to fwear a debt againft me of fix thoufand 
pounds fterling. He had bribed a theriff’s officer, 
who was to have arrefted me, and had engaged to put 
me on board a fhip, providett the Ambaflador would be 
anfwerable for the events that might enfue, and defray 
the expence. 

Cofta who thought I could not be impofed upon by 
fuch defiens, faid, that it was a ftale trick, and that ] 
fhould not fall into the fnare ; that at the moment I was 
arrefted, I would caufe myfelf to be conveyed on foot 
to Newgate, followed by a mob of people, which would 
marr their intention. He concluded by telling the Am- 
baffador, that he would weigh the matter more ma- 
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turely, and that on the morrow his Excellency fhould 
hear from him. 

Acquainted with the appointment, I formed a refo- 
lution to prevent the effect of it, by writing directly to 
the Ambaffador ; with a view to bring him to a compro- 
mife with me, and diveft him of the confidence he had 
in his Cofta; by letting him know that, through the means 
of the very agent he had employed, | had information 
of the whole tranfaction. I acquainted him that, after 
the fteps 1 had taken towards my return to Paris, I was 
furprifed at the attempts, the artifices ufed by him to 
enfhare me; that I wifhed to have an explanation with 
him; and ended by telling him, I would meet him 
wherever he fhould think proper to appoint, his own 
houfe excepted. He gave me the meeting the fame day 
at Lady Spencer’s, to whofe houfe I repaired with Cofta 
and my own fervant, who ftaid at the door, purfuant to 
my. orders. .The company was not rifen from table, but 
Count d’Adhémar appeared in the parlour I had been 
fhewn into, at the very moment that my name was an- 
nounced. He took me to the recefs of a window, that 
Cofta might not overhear our converfation. After I had 
given him a curfory account of the contents of thefe 
Memoirs; had laid before him the Cardinal’s conduct 
refpecting the Queen, his unguarded fpeeches, his fenfe- 


lefS projects, his frantic ambition, the neceffary con- 


fequences of the fhattered ftate of his affairs; the nail- 
tune of the Countefs being attached to him through 
pratitude, &c. &c. in fhort, almoft all that the Coun- 
tefs has already written; I afked him, with what view 
fome perfons feemed fo ebftinately bent on entrapping 


me, 
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me, fince I had offered to betake myfelf to Paris of 
my own accord; and that | was now ready fo to do, if 
they would only give me the fecurities ufual in fimilar 
cafes, and that, under no pretence whatever, fhould any 
attempt be made upon my liberty.----“ That is ex- 
«< gffly, faid he, what thofe perfons will not do. (*) But 
« hear me, I have thought of another way; come to 
« my houfe to-morrow ; I will acquaint you with it, 
« and we will have 4 thorough cenverfation on all mat- 
«ters which concern you; I give you my word as a 
«© oentleman, that you have nothing to fear. You know 

that 


* Thofe few words dropped from the Ambaffador’s 
mouth are a {elution to the whole affair. Why would 
not thofe perfons have me appear? Becaule | foould 
pave told the truth. 1 had declared to many perfons, 
that my intention was to demand of the Judges in open 
Parliament ; whether, in cafe I uttered all that I knew, 
they would take me under their protection, fave me 
from the Baftile, and appoint the Conciergerie for my 
prifon, till the definitive fentence was pronounced. That 
was, what “* shoe perjons would not do.” Why therefore 
try to carry me off? It is evident as I have faid, that it 
was not for the fake of having me alive and capable of 
the truth, which they dreaded; but dead and 
flent as the tomb. It is confequently, equal prefump- 
tive evidence that the pretended fleeping draught was 
downright poifon. But my ‘nterview with the Ambatfia- 
dor altered all thofe difpofitions which my worthy 
friends had made, 2s 1 am going to fet forth. 
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that I am of the Queen’s party, intimately conneéted 
“ with Madame de Polignac, confequently a profeffed 
enemy of the Cardinal’s; the Queen has fworn his 
“ruin: you can, better than any one in the world, 
“ facilitate the accomplifhment of her Majefty’s withes, 
** fince your Lady has fuch an ill-judged partiality for 
‘« him, fo dangerous to himfelf. I know that in even the 
* commencement of the affair, fhe had very bad coun- 
“ fels given her, which fhe imprudently followed, and 
““ whieh would infallibly bring her to her ruin, if there 
** were not means of prevention to be found---luckily 
“ there is one way left: your prefence and depofitions 
“« would entirely overthrow all that has hitherto been 
* done, and the bufinefs would take quite a different 
“turn.” Here, afking me the particulars of certain 
points which I had but flightly touched, I faw that my 
anfwers afforded him infinite fatisfaétion, joy fparkled 
in his eyes, he already faw the Cardinal brought to the 
fcaffold. | | 

Before I departed, I told him E was determined, let 
vhat would befal others, to reveal the whole matter, 
having nothing in view but the fafety of the Countefs, 
and the honour of us both; but that I feared the houfe 
of Rohan would have intereft enough to ward off the 
blow and get judgment paffed before my arrival. To 
that he anfwered, that I had nothing to fear; that “ she 
“ Bourbons ought to prevail over the Robans, and that 
“ policy required that the King fhould be right! that his 
‘ Majefty referring the cognizance of that affair to his 
‘“ Parliament, was prejudging him guilty, and: that he 
“ muft of neceflity be fo criminated, The Queen” 
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continued he, “ is concerned in it, in evety relative 
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view, from athoufand confiderations ; therefore, from 
the knowledge you muft neceffarily have, of every 
fituation in the acting of that fcene, you can have no- 

thing to fear from the influence of the Rohans, whea 
in competition with the Bourbons, in the faé, or to 
{peak more properly, in the form, the Cardinal pleads 
againft your Lady and yourfelf; for you are merely 

the reprefentatives, the real party is the Queen; 
think, therefore, of making advantage of what 1 tell 
you. . At the commencement of the affair, I could 
have had. you taken up at Dublin, the Duke of Rut- 
land (*) had written to me in confequence, pro-~ 


‘ mifing to facilitate the means. J had tranfmitted to 


Verfailles an account of his letter, but, as at tha 
period, they thought they had enough to convict 
the Cardinal upon, your prefence was not deemed 
neceflary, and I received for anfwer, that I need not 
proceed any farther, but let you remain quiet. 
However, when fome timeafter, the Rohans were feen 
to get the upper hand, then it was that no ftone was 
left unturned, to get poffeffion of your perfon: the 
Queen would have facrificed half the kingdom to that 
object. So circumftanced are things at prefent: that 
is the princivle of my a¢tivity : nor fhall I differmble, 
that your letter having given me a fenfible pleafure. 
I immediately fent off a courier to Verfailles, to ac- 
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———— 


* That fame Lord Lieutenant pan had examined my 
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‘© quaint Mr. de Vergennes I was to lee you this day, 
«© and to concert with him about your departure/ | 
«* inclofed. your letter in the packet, to the end that 
cc Mr. de Vergennes, feeing with his own eyes, that 
¢ you are ready to attend, may give immediate orders 
« t9 ae all proceedings till your arrival; fo you 
«© fee you have nothing to appr ehend from a precipitate 


« try al” 


to him the next ns and i leseane on all that he had 
communicated to me, I eafily piah ek a for the dif- 
ferent views, which had actuated the conduét of differ- 
ent people refpecting es according to ae difference 
of circumftances, and faw how little the life of an indi- 
vidual is valued, when it ferves' the purpofes of power, 
to put a period to it. 

The following day, punctual to my appointment, I 
repaired to the Ambaflador’s, who, in almoft the firft 
fentence that efcaped his lips, elucidated with more ac- 
curacy than the preceding day, the caufe that, after 
vifhing to have me a corp/e in their poffeffion, they now 


wifhed to have me a /iving evidence. ““ Ir HAD BEEN 
“ FEARED” faid-he to me, ‘S LEST YOU SHOULD ‘ES~ 
“ pousE THE CARDINAL’S INTEREST, PREFERABLY TO 
“ pHaT or THE QurEen. At prefent I am eafy, and 
“« the contents of your letter, which I enclofed in mine, 
“<< as I informed you yefterday, will give frefh fpirits to 
“ the party ; and I queftion not, but they will fpeedily 
‘* tranfmit to me every neceffary warrant I have re-. 
‘‘squired, for your fecurity; but, liften to me. Since 
“ yefterday I have had leifure to reflect, and have to- 
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tally altered the difpofitions we had agreed upon. I 
am going to make you perceive, there would be an 
inconvenience in precipitating your departure. You 
are fenfible, that being abfent, you are in the wrong; 
that the Rohans accufe you of flying with the remain- 
der of the necklace; and, that they have in general fuc- 
ceeded in empoifoning the public mind with that idea 
If under fuch circumftances om were feen, ona fad! 
den, to appear at full liberty, and under pro otection ; 
every body would exclaim,---- T here he is! he fear 
nothing! if he had any compunéction fo a i guilt, he 
would not venture to fhew himfelf, or quit the afylum 
where he has fo long lived in fecurity. On the other 
hand; your depofitions being deftructive to the Chir! 
see his family would cry out: Yes, there he is. 
hielded by the power and influence of the Queen! 
it is the Queen who fends for him, after having him 
properly inftructed at London! He brings his depofi- 
fitions in writing, or elfe they have been diated to 
him, and he has imprinted them on his memory---- 
he alone was wanting to confummate the Cardinal’s 
ruin! and----all. which would produce the effect of 
of public obloguy to you. But there is another way, 


‘ in which you may appear before your judges, and 


which naietite the fame purpofe with refpeét to you; 


‘ cannot render the Queen liable to fuch te eh Fa- 


your me with your attention. 

<< The Cardinal, continues the Ambaffador, politi- 

cally affeéts to fay, in all places, that he ardently 

wifhes for your prefence.----The King, fuppofed to 

be informed of that circumftance, may fay, ‘I chofe 
Bb ** to 
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«¢ to -eive him that fatist faction ; and accordingly ordered 


‘all necefflary preparations for apprehending Count de 
< lag Motte; which pe proved ineffectual; but he, 


apprifed of the attempts made againft him, applied 
fi © i 


‘‘ of hisown accord, to my Ambaffador to his Britan- 


«nic mabe and fignified his defign of returning to 
‘© Paris, if I would grant: him a fafe conduét and fe- 
‘ curity.) There being no other way of fecuring him, 
‘«‘ and it having been reprefented to me, that the Car- 


« dinal looks japon his prefence; as effential to his 
4 4 


“ catrying on his fuit at law, I have granted: to the 
“© faid Count de la Motte, the fafe conduct petitioned 
© for. 
< On that foundation, the Cardinal and his: family, 
«¢ can have nothing to alledgee; and you will find your- 
.< / . 
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“ T only tell you, belo e hand, you will be obliged to 


“nafs a day or two in the Conciérgerie prifon, in order 


“~ 


o obtain a replevin of the warrant for your arreft; 
‘* a mere matter - form, that cannet be difpenfed with. 
«< J will write again to Mr. de Vergennes, to give him 
“amore circumftantial account of what you have re- 
« Jated to me yefterday, and in this fecond interview ; 


“ and will prefs him to fend to me, by the return of the 


e 


‘ Courier, the paffport, which you will be fuppofed- to 
1e King himéelf. 

D’Arrag hy: Secretary, fhall: be bearer ‘of the 
« packet: you may hold yourfelf in readinets* for your 


r 
« departure, <> am fure the paffport will be here in 
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I reprefented tov Mr. d’Adhemar, that my property 


saving been feized 1 and haying very little money, 


upon, 
it w Wei be.impofible for me to ger my bufinefs fettled 
and appear as, 1 ‘had before done, and befitting my 
rank; to.whic h he anfwered, “ that ought to give-you 
“~ no uneafines; I have at. my dilpofal, rasan 
« fam remitted over to me to proceed againft you, but 


“ J fhall-be much more flattered, with applying it to- 


wards doing you ai ervice, and, if you have need of 
fue ov fix ecpnanit louis d’ors, 1 wall up pply you ‘with 


Circumftances. being thus arranged between us, he 
faid, “ the only thing remaining to be known, was, what 
‘© I fhould fay in my defence?” 1 made anfwer: that 
“cas to the ftory of the necklace, | did not well know 

<* what turn to give it, fo as not to expo ofe the Queen 
6° more or lefs ; that as to any thing -elie, I was not at 
« a lofs.’” He recommended to me, never to fay that 
the Countefs had accefs to. the Queen: fill lefs, that J 
knew of the Cardinal’s having carried on a correfpond- 
ence with her Majefty, and had appointments with her 
at Verfailles and ‘Trianon; ‘“ Only fay,” added. he, 
«that the Cardinal fhewed you a number of letters, 
“© which he affured you were written to him by the 
cs ‘Queen; a adding, that he has often faid, that he ufed 
“to have poffefien ot her : contrive, when you repeat 
‘all that he has told you on that fudject, to embellifh 
«the ftory; be particular not to omit his indecent 
* fpeeches; take it for granted, she Queen will not: be 
“< difpleafed with it: but beware of faying a word about 
| Bit Bebo the 
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“the following gentlemen: de Polignae, Coigny, 
« Vaudreuil, Dillon, Ferfenne (*). 

** As to the bufinefs of the necklace, I would advife 
“« you to fay, that you are perfuaded the Cardinal gave 
“it partly, or wholly, to your Lady; your Lady 
allow that to be the cafe, but I am cer- 
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I felt the blow, but neither anfwered in the affirma- 
tive or negative. Having afterwards talked to him of 
the Baron de Breteuil, he told me to be fure “ not to 
“* pronounce his name, and above all, not to take any 
‘s {teps refpecting him; becaufe, HAT WOULD BE TOO 
‘pornTED. Follow my advice,” purfued he, “ Mr. 
“* de Vergennes has the reputation of being an upright 
‘man, incapable of caballing’ (+) to gratify the 
© Queen's defires; neverthelefs, without its appearing, 
«he is of her party ({). He was highly incenfed at 
** the behaviour, the fcandalous fpeeches, and fenfelefs 
« ambition of the Cardinal; and fhared with the Queen 
“in her refentment. It is at his houfe you mutt 
“alight, though you have a paffport---tell him you 
“are come to furrender yourfelf his prifoner ;---you 


co will 
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* It muft be confeffed that the Ambaffador of his 
Moft Chriftian Majefly was very kind, to give me thus 
eratuitoufly, a litof the dlefed tribe, in cafe I had not_ 
poffeffed one of my own---even fomewhat more co- 
pious. 

+ The juftice of this affertion will prefently be made 
evident. 

reader will fhortly perceive what foundation 
Count had for this affertion alfo. 
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‘ will find that produce a good effect, and that your 
“ conduct therein, will meet with his approbation.” 

Upon my acquaintine him that my intention was to 
deliver up to that Minifter, the necklace which I have 
mentioned, Gray had fet; Mr. D’Adhemar highly ap- 
proved of my defign, and told me, “ that the King 
*¢ would be pleafed with, and reward me for my difin- 
‘© tereftednefs: for,” added he, “ that necklace is your 
« own, and you may difpofe of it as you think proper.” — 

After a very long converfation to the foregoing effect, 
i took my leave. At parting, he told me to remain 
eafy, till 1 heard from him; that D’Arragon fhould go 
off in two or three days, as he had other difpatches to 
fend by him. ‘ There is no hurry at prefent,” he re- 
peated to me, “ nor any thing to be feared; Count dé 
«¢ Vergennes has previous intimation,” 

He defired J would change my name, to conceal my 
return to London, and aveid the tattling of the Courier 
de I Europe.” 

Every thing appeared to proceed with the moft perfect 
cordiality ;---but his Excellency was drawing his conclu- 
fions from falfe premifes. ‘The Count de Vergennes was 
any thing, but attached to the Queen’s party, as the 
Ambaffador firppofed (who from the nature of his con- 
nexions ought to have ,known better;) being, on the 
contrary, bound by the ftrongeft ties to the Rohans, 
When, therefore, the crafty Miniter, faw by the Am- 
baffador’s letter and mine, that there was no time to 
lofe, to extricate the Cardinal; in lieu of granting a 
delay of fifteen days, which the Countefs had requefted, 
he hurried on the final fentence ; which to the aftonith- 
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*¢ the whole weight of fupreme power to deprive the Car- 
<< dinal of his blue ribband, and his humours as well as 
«¢ his placesat Court, and banifhing him, to exift amongit 
“og ne of Monks in the favage parts of Auvergne.” 
While he communicated to me this piece of intelli- 


7 


° qv 
eence. which was like an electric fhock, D’Arragon 
o > 2 oD 


had without doubt, received his inftruétions; and with 
aii Li L h {; aha l fin er] f l cE Daliac 
all that hypocrify and infincerity, which Ambafladors are 
ever amply provided with from their refpective courts ; af- 
fe&ted to pour the balm of comfortinto the wounds, he con- 
cluded muft be inflicted, by fuch a fatal ftab to my hopes. 
< You mutt be fenfible,”’ faid he, “ that the courtfe 


«¢ which the Queen has taken, by no means leffens the 
<¢ merit of your conduct; which his Excellency has not 


concealed from her; that, fhe will not abandon either 
« you or your lady, and that fhe will gratefully reward 
the defire you have expreffed to oblige her. The 


‘© Ambaflador is going to Verfailles, and has charged 
me to tell you, that he will omit no opportunity to 
ec ay you, and during his abfence you se! difpofe 
«© of me, on all occafions, where you fhall think I can be 
any ways ferviceable to your intereft. 
I wrote to the Ambaffador before his departure, 
but---received no anfwer. At his return from France 
te two letters, (which at that time made their ap- 
pearance in the public papers*) of which he took as little 
notice as of the former. | 


It 
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Vide Morning Chronicle, for December 29, 1786, 
and January 1, 1787.---Morning Poft of March 2, and 
6, 1787.---The above two letters were inferted in the 
Exeter Flying Poft, March 8, 1787. 
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Tt is a matter of no confequence---1 do not mean to 
reproach him with it.---He had been in a capacity to 
know what paffed: he was not ignorant that when the 
Queen expreffed a defire of faving the Counte efs, from 
the iniquitous fentence paffed again{t her, thofe people, 
whom fhe calls her “ BLOOD SUCKERS,” se notorioufly 
the 4bbé de Vermont, perfuaded her Majefty, that if 
« the only appeared to know the Countefs, fhe would 
<¢ certainly expofe herfelf in a fhocking manner,” whic! | 
would be infinitely exaggerated by avowing in her con- 


duct, any concern ae ow 


From the plain ftatement of facts, which I have re- 
lated, I fhould seis it an infult to ie cbse were | 


to offer a fingle kao upon the fubject. It is plain 
that the Cardin 2s life was fufpended but by a thread: 
that, had the flichteft breath broken that thread, the 
CountefS muft have been cleared from all impeachment. 
It remains therefore to determine, whether the victori- 
ous influence of the Robans, had been able to eftablifth a 
suilt, which the Seek nfluence would have done 
away, if it had poffeffed fufficient power. 

Before I conclude my tafk, and relinquifh my pen to 
the Countefs, whofe fubfticute I am at prefent, I will 
endeavour to prevent an ungrateful office to her, which 
fhe had mentioned, but that reiates to matters more 
familiar to me than to herfelf. 1 mean the account fhe 
ee romifed to give of that portion of the diamonds, which 
the Queen had beftowed upon her ;---probably without 
her Majefty’s being aware, that their value amounted te 
one eighth part of what it really was. The following ac- 


. ‘Ti ot poy } 4 ¢l if: 
count will fhew what they pt oduced, and the ufe I 


CAc made 
a ga | 


| wm, * > | Rater a eS ee 


owt 
WO 
aoe 


~Y } pam a HEE > Card ah hie: Te ye = | Fee +} ; 

LV, Had not the Warainal Ovtierved fo us, that they might 
Be Pid i || ew the h; and t} ra. > ler a aie on 
poffibly fall into the hands of the Jewellers, .a circum: 


hyp = Het: . 
ave proved difagreeable to 
AJ 


¥ ne eee ee: Xa ge reas ee 1 ae kev 
t arrived in London on tne 17th o 


walier Cony 7} who was perfectiv V6 roint d W h he 
Vall€r AF INCL is PCEICCL Aw cgu ainte it CHE 
Lote PRS Oe oe Wig Aa pice ee 
object of my journey. -fAS he Knew tne Countefs was 
a reed eR BD +} Me musics Tl mnaase yaar hin mh 
admitted to the Queen, I made no myitery to him, o! 
the prefent the had received from her Mateftv. ner « 
CHE presen {tle iidail wy ke TL OTE TE 4 LVLATCILY's OY yi 
es tore TAK NATtinik LIE ther +f ok operas nee j 
my motive tor parting witn them in s,onaon. bhatt. a 
} Cores ea ~ KhAewd,. IVinelasc ae " - my 
letter of credit on Meff; Morland and Co. to whom | 
5 4] _ xr - Dae ae -— mire ar es x ria : A - “ ee ay c- a 
went the day afte! my arrivai. On Making enquiry fol 
~ ¥ , i 7 


, ry bad ¥ 7 ry } e th 
- -~ ! a er } > = ol al ; V43Mreffert + 7 oF a"7 
Cie moit Capital yew Weluers, ] Was. CIFECTED £054 eter 5 


and to Gray; I firft faw Jefferys, told him 1 had fon 


3° ” tes p yet aes , Hees amar 5 ake ry 
diamonds to difpofe of, and left him my addrefs, The 


lara 


aus alic 


OL 


NITES « 4 
Amrainten | x7 ray Be 1 <x ] A 
acquainted him with the price ape ne the Car- 


dinal hac meto let him take them 


fades 
ans | 
‘ 
= 
v 
on 
om 
a 
pol 
—~ 
D 
~ 
7 
D 
eal 
v 
a 
a) 
c 
Sil 


home, in order to examine them, and offered me his 
ed of. He promifed 
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acknowledgement, which 
to bring me an anfwer in four days; the next day I fet 
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out with Chevalie eil for Newmarket. During 


five c save that we remained there, I gained by betting, 
nine hundred and fixty guineas: fixty of which I ex- 
e? 


1 


pended in travelling expences, the purchafe of cloaths, 
and various other articles; Chevalier O*‘Neil has made 

affidavit of thefe cir ae 
Being returned to London, I went to Jefferys, who 
told me, that a gentleman had offered four thoufand 
pounds 
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pounds fterling ; that he could not pay ready money, 
but would ceive notes at fix and twelve months date, and 
would find ample kun. bitold. him, f 


aiid 


fider of it, took back my diamonds, an 
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would con- 
d returned him 
his acknowledgement. The fame é day I went to Gray’s, 


am Lit 


left with him the largeft es ftene, and directed him to 


VELLA 


come to me the next day, wien I cated mf et him fee a 


greater quantity; the fame He purchafed of him a 


felf-winding watch. The next day he came, with a 
Jew named Ehafon, I entrufted him with the fame 
{tones I had left in Jefferys’ hands; he told me he had 
already examined them, and that a broker whom Mi Let.. 
oy employed, had brought them to him. I then let 
him know the offer that Jefferys had made me, and the 
terms of payment, adding, that not knowing Jefferys, 
nor the perfon he had recommended tq me, I did not 
chufe to part with fo confiderable a property upon cre- 
dit. That befides, I propofed ftaying but a few days 
in London, whither I might probably never again re= 
turn, and that I did not think proper to leave any thing 
behind me that might create any anxiety. He anfwer- 
ed, that [ was in the right, and that if we agreed on the 
price, he would pay me ready money, I told him my 
price, he took away the diamonds, and promuifed to 
bring an anfwer the following day ; which he did, but 
{till accompanied by Gray. * He made me an offer. of 
three. thoufand guineas, which I would, not accept, 
After pointing out ftones that had flaws and other de- 
fects, they left me, with an affurance that the offer 
they made me, for ready money, was very adequate 


; 
and that I fhould not meet with a more eligible offer 
hail ab: I let 
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ge them I would keep my 
diamonds, nee a than part with them at that price, 
Next morning they returned, and afked to furvey the 
diamonds a fecond time: I permitted them. O*Neil 
was prefent, as well as my valet de chambre. Eliafon 
then drew out of his pocket, a pearl necklace, confifting 
of two very beautiful rows, a fnuff box fet with bril- 
liants and pearls, with a medallion on the lid, and fe- 
veral parcels of. peat irl feed. He valued thofe different 
articles at about ve hundred and fixty pounds fterling. 
I faid, that if he would give me four thoufand pounds, 
her with thofe ticles, the bargain was ftruck. 
He exclaimed loudiy, and then ‘made a motion to go, 
offering three thoufand pounds, and the articles I had 
feleéted ; a propofal which I rejected, In the interim 
Jefferys made a fecond application, I told him my re- 
folution was, to fell them for ready money only. I 
then delivered to him thirteen ftones of the firft quality 
I poflefied; the two fineft, which belonged to the neck- 
wee not having been given to the Countefs; and no 
GOUn but the Queen made a prefent-of them to Made- 
moifelle Dorvat, or fome other woman in her intimacy, 
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He fhewed me fome very fine pearls for a pair of brace- 


lets, anda ring, forming a neck button; I went into a 
feparate apartment, where we entered into a bargain. 
After two hours difficulty on both fides, we at length 
agreed for the eighteen oval {tones ; viz. three thoufand 
pounds fterling ready money, the [pearl necklace of two 
rows, valued at two hundred pounds, the fnuff box one 
hundred’ and forty, the pearl feed ane hundred and 
twenty, and a diamond ftar which I took in Gray’s fhop, 
valued at three hundred. 

This was the firft bargain. When I had received 
the money and jewels, he told me that Jefferys’ broker 
had brought him other diamonds, which were no doubt 
my property; that if I chofe to fell them, I had bet 
do bufinefs with him than with another: that I thonld 
gain by it the commiflion and fome sean) money. I 
went the fame day, and took out of Jefferys’ hands, 
the thirteen ftones I had left in his poffeffion. He had 
come to the knowledge of my dealing with Gray; and 
being vexed at having miffed the opportunity of mak- 
ing the purchafe himfelf, he, upon that account, pre- 
tended, as will be feen hereafter, that he had acted, 
refpecting the diamonds, with more prepriety than 
Gray, for that he, Jefferys, furmifing the diamonds ta 
have an cS oe had given notice at a public office, 
falfhood) and had refufed to buy 


( wh ich in fact WaS at 
them. i afterwards the more readily made a declara- 


tion to this purpofe, before a certain notary named 


Dubourg, as will hereafter appear, at the requeft of Mr. 
de Carbonniere, agent for the Cardinal; as.he faid he 
believed me to be in Turkey, and depended upon never 
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Bein a His behaviour to me, 
Joe was a his conc dud: fince he came to me, after 


led, to afk me whether I had not 
eh amonds to difpofe of, telling me, he would be the 


T ‘¢ a : 1} ; ern 
purchafer, and allow me a greater advantage than Grey 


would. It will foon be feen what anfwer I] made him, 


ind the method I uve: in order to make apparent what 
the juftificatory writings, produced by the Cardinal, 
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Che thirteen ftones taken from Jefferys, I carried to 


Gray, telling him I would come the next day to his fhop 
mylelf, and that he Bens °PI oint Eliafon to be there 
at the fame hour. The departure of Chevalier O<Neil 


prevented my |! Keeping the appointment, He had re- 
ceived a letter from his brother, and another from his 


Colonel, requiring his return with all poffible {fpeed, to 
join his regiment by the 15th of May. He had not 


been able to obtaiu a longer leave of abfence as he 
oped; the troops the Emperor was then marching to- 
wards Holland, were the oc¢afion of the orders he had 
received ; he was therefore forced to leave me in Lon- 
don. He took charge of feveral purchafes I had made, 
and of the parcel of pearls I had got in exchange. As 
he went by the coach, he took his place the day before, 

Mr. Guyon’s office, where he found the Capuchin 
M‘Dermot a profeffed fpy, who for the things made 
known to me by his own confeffion, and thofe certainly 
are the moft harmlefs, deferves to be made an example 


of 
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of (*). The Capuchin knew Chevalier ONeil, with 


/ 
whom he renewed acquaintance; and finding in the 


courfe of converfation-he had come over with me, he 
ae he would introduce him to me, which the Che- 


valier did. He told me, that as I did not underftand 
Englifh, he would be my interpreter, and do me all 
the little fervices in his power. I accepted of his oblig- 
ing offers, and that day he dined with me. He had 
been procurator of his order, at Vafly, ‘fix leagues di- 
{tant from Bar-fur-Aube; he knew my family, and had 
feen me, by his account a child. He faid he had been 

employed by Mr. de, Choifeul, and the fucceeding mi- 
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nifters, that he had done great fervice to the ftate; that 


o 
to reward him, he had only, a hundred louis/d’or Den~ 
fion fettled on him from the Marine funo: eh he fear- 
ed left fome minifter, in a fit of ill humour, fhould take 
off his penfion: that in order to proteét him from that 
difacreeable event, and at the fame time leffen the bur- 
then to government, he petitioned that his »penfion 
might be converted into, or changed fora church liv- 
ing, and then, that he might be fecularifed. He added 
that he had prefented a memorial to Madame Louifa, 
who was his protectrefs, but that he feared the matter 
would be protracted; that he had fuftained a great ‘Gs 
when Mr. de Choifeul refigned, as it was under his 
miniftry he had rendered thot fervices, he expected to 

re : 


* This is the fame M‘Dermot I | 


occafion to diftinguifh in eer. Memoirs ; at this period 


have already had 


Our acqua aintance commenced: 
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receive confiderable rewards from him, and fuch had 
actually been promifed him. Having by degrees gain- 
éd my confidence, and got intelligence at his laft paff- 
ing through Bar-fur-Aube, that the Countefs had ac- 
cefs to the Queen, was beloved by her, and that all our 
fortune came from her, his eagernefs to pleafe me may 
eafily be gueffed at. Infinuating and hypocritical, he 
made himfelf ufeful to me, and as he was a prieft well 
known to many of the Catholic nobility and gentry, he 
introduced me into fome of the beft families. I made 


vv 


a number of excurfions with him round L evn: and in 


ie had heard 


thofe little trips it was, he told me wn 

at Bar-fur-Aube; he’ talked of the Ca edit i and faid. 
if] had a mind to ferve him, I had it in my power; 
that the Cardinal could get him fecularifed as he had 
obferved, by firft giving him a finecure place under 
him, and then caufe his penfion to be changed for a 
living, by which a faving would be made to govern- 
ment. I advifed him to draw up a memorial, which 
I would willingly take charge of, adding I would do all 
in my power to oblige him. In this my frft excurfion, 
I did not communicate to him any thing relative to the 
intimacy between the Queen and the Countefs, much 
lefs of the Cardinal’s; he knew nothing of my having 
diamonds; in fhort I acquainted him with no particu- 
lars; but barely that I had money to remit to Paris. 
He anfwered that he knew a merchant in the city, 
named Motteaux, that if I negociated it through his 
means, he would allow me the fame advantage as to 
traders, whereas Mr. Hammerfley would deal with me, 
as with a nobleman. . He calculated the benefit [ 


fhould | 


fhould reap by peains that fum with Mr. Motteaux: 
and, as it feemed to me rather confiderable, and>] 
perfuaded me that Mr. Hammer ‘fley would not ee 
me the fame allowance, Fy Pe ts a go to Mr, 
Motteaux, whither he accompanied me. JI delivered to 
him the three thoufand pounds fterling, I had alread ly 
received on the former bar: gain 
Let us returmnow to the es diamonds I had left 
with Gray. I gave him an appointment for the next — 
day. When the Chevalier O« ake il was gone, I went 
to that jeweller; who immediately fent into the city, 
let Eliafon know I waited for aa at his houfe. ee 
came, but we made no bargain ; eight or ten days paff- 
ed away in fruitlefs meetings and confiderations. They 
often told me, they w Ae = how a gentleman fhould 
have fuch a knowledge of diamonds, as to afcertain the 
exact value of them ;, but that J certainly was fenfible, 
that fuch articles were hard to be difpoted of; that they 
fhould perhaps be obliged to keep them two or three 
years upon their hands; during which-time the intere(t 
of the money was loft, and other things to the fam 
purport. At length, after much trouble and attend- 
ance, we came to a fettlement for the thirteen ftones, 
at the fum of two thoufand pounds fterlin ng, ready mo- 
ney; a ring, convertible into a neck button, valued at 
two hundred pounds fterlin ng, and for which, I lately 
got but one hundred; a pian of very fine pearls for 
the mounting of a pair of bracelets, valued at a hun- 
dred and fifty pounds; another parcel of pearls for fixty 
pounds, and a pair of girandole ear rings, valued at 
five hundred pounds. Such were the two bargains I 
Dd made 
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made with Eliafon, in prefence of Gray. Six diamonds, 
which formed the rofe of two oval ones, I] exchanged at 
Grav’s for a medallion fet ri with brilliants, ‘two 
van} fe ey i 11h want eae a4 \air ip me - yIIC re | 
LLC iwoOl cs, a toil L pin, a pait of al ip al a ruS tone QS, anc 
a wine fyphon. Four more diamonds which were be- 
tween the rofe and the four taffels, were likewife ex- 
till in my pofieffion, a 
fraa!l hoop of diamond feeds, a lady’s pocket cafe fattin 
f 3 i 


1] my wiih” So %. aS ee 4 | eee ? BR i’ The wea 1S 
and cold, with all its furniture, a pair o1 {teel buckles 
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I had fixty diamonds left, arifine from the taffels, twen- 
Pe, js i 7 ANC a rey\T > AIC ~y x 

ty two from the icollops, ag the ‘Ttone which formed 

; Cha Gxrv 1 felecte c 

the button, Out’ of the fixty I” felect ed twenty-eight, 


which I gave to Gray, to fet in ard yp ear-rings : ite 
two and twenty of the feollops to make into a necklace 


Cc } Page sg, a ty A Peet eS 
of one fingle row; I then had left only thirty-two {tones 


ra | 


arifine from the taffels, and the ftone forming the but- 


ro) 

ton. I chofe the fixteen fineft, which I kept unmount- 
ed, and the remaining fixteen I parted with to Gray, 
at the rate of eight pounds the karat, out of which I 
bought in his fhop fundry {mall matters, not worth men- 
tioning, ‘Thus tern \inated all my negociations for dia- 
monds in Londo: 

1 had ftill remainin: 


to Mr. Morland, afking him whether he could not find 


the button ftone, which I fhewed 


ce 


n opportunity of fel it to my etter ® he faid 
fe would. let an acquaintance infpect it, and let me 
now his anfwer in two or three days, He did fo, by 
he {tone in his bank, and that on 


d been offered for it, which he be- 


Qo 
> 
ns 


thoufand guine 
lieved might be carried to twelye hundred, He -pro- 
poled 
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pofed my callin co in Pall-mall to take the diamond, and 
from - nce go into the city, to a Duval’s,: the per- 
fon who made the offer ; but that e believed it was not 


for himfelf. We met with Mr. aN who fhewed me 


feveral articles in faipich I told him my defign 


was not.to purchafe a , fince | was on the con- 

trary come to treat ot fae about a diamond, which 

Mr. Morland had given him to infpect. After nai 

ing it a fe cond. time, he told me, that the perfon to 

whom he had fhewn it, offered but one thoufand pounds, 

which he (Duval) looked upon to be its full value. I 

took back the diamond, and refo Ived to Keep it nll I , 


found a means to difpofe of it more advantageoully. 


The fame day I gave it to Gray to fet in a ring. Let 
4 


us now proceed to thofe that were fold.and exchanged 


E nolan a] 


at Paris. Before my departure for Kngiand, the Coun- 


refs had delivered to Mr. Tilleux fome diamonds, 


i) 


t 


which fhe had kept privately, that had formed part 
of the {col lops and knots of the taffels: fhe defired him 
to fell them for her, and pay her the money ; charging 
him not to make me acqual inted with it. He fold the 
whole parcel to one Paris, a jeweller, for the fum of 
twenty eight thowfand French livres. T'wo-ftones, part 
of the fcollops, were exchanged by. me, for two pendu- 
lum clocks, at one Turet’s, in St. Honore Street, with 
twenty-five louis dors in addition. One diamond. in 
like manner from the fcollops, was fet in a ring by Reg- 
nier my jeweller. I had a chain in “final brilliants, 
which Franks the LaF had fold me: that I-gave to 
Regnier, adding a few {mall diamonds, which belonged 


to the knots. of the taffels, the whole-of which he made 
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into a chain, wae the Cardinal’s count] valued at forty 
thoufand livres. Y with much. difficyl ty parted with ir 
for fixty Doin Is orl in London. It was nearly the 


Pa py “f-4 Westie yeas ee aa! ius ite! hen 
fame with every particular: they were, in order to obtain 
sine ; PSD | ans vile ce en edge as bey vee eee ote 
their ends, obliced to amma the ‘price for which 


10N, enced een i to apy that the 


i | eg » } 


[had ‘now left.’ invall heres cere: vhich I had 
I had now left, in aul, fixteen diamonds, which I ha 


1 eens oe aS : fA1it Ane ie rover fy 

OFror oht Dack to Lo 1qa0N, four and CWeENCV very imall 
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bottom of the taffels, the encirc ng Ox the two large oval 


fe AG 5 sur, fnavlt Ne ag eh UGS faa Bears ape 
itones, two {mal} Ones on each fide of the button fixteen 
3 P 
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of the fame fize, fix of which held the two oval {tones 


< a 
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between the fcollops, and the twel ve others, which were 


nivale ae TAntnie ee hick | 4 io 
Immediately aqgjoinine to the -rib band at top; t the roles 


and what held the taffels were not yet taken to pieces, 
I delivered the erie to Reenier, out of all which, he 
felected the bett t diamonds, and nearly of an-equality, to 
encircle the top of a box, and mount a final] pair of 
drop ear-rings, which the CountefS wanted to make a 
prefent of. .The remainder ] direéted him to fell, for 
Which he got thirteen or fourteen th oufand livres. Thefe 


made up the number of what ] fold, as well at Paris ag 
in London. Let us now recapitulate. 

I received’ in ready money in London, jive thoufand 
pounds i trom Mr, Eliafon, and fifty or fixty 
pounds from Mr. Gray. 


In exchange I received a medallion, a pair of giran- 


cole €ar rings, a-ring, a fhrit-pin, a big two fteel 
“words, a pair of fteel buckles, one pound of pear! feed, 
two 

~~ Cae —_ ae = —_ = —— SS Sakasi ee a ag a a 
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“two rows of pearls forming a necklace, a, mount for 
bracelets, a {mall parcel of pearls, a neck button, con- 
vertible into a ring, a fnuff box, a pair of afparagus 
tongs, a wine fyphon, a lady’s pocket cafe, fattin and 


cold, with appurtenances, a miniature, a perdi of 


rofes valued fixty pounds {terling. Some few other 


{mall ‘articles I had from sd sap as needles, 
i ee 


knives, fteel forks, fpring-pincers, fc’ 
filver buckles, an opera-g laf a {mall fteel watch chai 

I fold at Paris to Mr. PAris everal diamonds, to nie 
amount of twenty eight thoufand livres, and I eile 
near fifty louis d’ors, for a part of the pearl feed carried 
from London by Chevalier O’Neil, the remainder of the 
pearl feed was fold to Mordecai, a Jew, refiding in Rue 
aux Ours. 

I have already faid, I had delivered to Gray twenty- 


two ftones to fet in a necklace, and twe nty-fix for drop 
5 


= 


ear-rings. I had acquainted him with the day of my 
d pa: + a d he } | > rmaitied oO > Ihr 
leparture, Aahic di) 6 1acq proimued the Wor! k iii i 
compleated; yet the day ape th 


} ] 


me all the pieces, only {ketched, affuring me there was a 
tha 


great deal more work ie Had at firft imagined ; and 


that if would leave them ee him, he had an oppor- 
tunity of conveying them to Paris within a fortnight; 
I left him the diamonds with my addrefs, and fet out 


upon my journey on a Sunday morning with the Capu- 
chin M‘Dermot, who attended me as far as Dover. At 
parting with him, I made him a preient of a box, with a 
very handfome painting on the lid, and defrayed: his 
journey back to London. 

W hen 
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When I eft Paris, ] had’ taken ‘credit for two thou- 
fand crowns; I won at. Newmarket near a thoufand 
pounds fterling; out of both which fums I expended an 
hundred euineas-in fadlery, harnefs.and-race-horfe body- 
cloaths, a hundred guineas more for a phzton, a hun- 
dred and fifty guineas in Englifh ftuffs and cloaths, for 
myfelf and fervants; the reft was fpent in travelling and 
during my fix weeks ftay in London; which will not 
appear extraordinary, when it 1s known I had taken up 


er 


my refidence at one of the principal hotels in that town, 

iat I kept two fervants, a hired coach and two faddle 
ee that .I often. gave entertainments, ‘and _ that 
se the moft fafhionable company, I was obliged 

o play and enter into expenfive eit 

All I now had left of the wreck of 
lace, were two rings, one for mytelf, the other belong- 
ine to the Countefs;.a {mall diamond mounted on a 
plumb-coloured ftone,a pair of drop. ear-rings, and a cir- 
cle on a black tortoifefhell.box, ‘and what I had left with 
Gray, namely, the necklace of twenty-two ftones and 
the ear-rings. 

Thus-have I given a minute -detail.of the diamonds I 
poffeffed, and of the manner in which I had difpofed of 


them. 
From the account I have kept, and have juft. fet 
forth, of all the diamonds I hadin my poffeffion, or that 


of the. Countefs, belonging, to the necklace, and by 
comparing ‘it ‘with an exact reprefentation thereof, en- 
graved on a {cale, of the fize of the diamonds, it appears 
that the Queen had kept rwo HUNDRED, AND FIFTY-SIX 


DIAMONDS of the fame magnitude; ninry-zIcHT fimaller 


ones 


Pi 
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a faerie Vener 24 
Le fame form, and t 
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atonps of the firft fize. The two hundred and fifty-fix 
diamonds were what compoie fed the moft beautiful part 
1 


of the necklace. on the account: of the affemblage and 


the r cou 


larity of fo great a number of ftones. 
-. Duval who has retired from bufinefs, and left 
it to his brother, sa the Queen of England with 
a number of diamonds like thofe her Majefty kept, to 
mount a pair of bracelets. "The Queen of France had 
oiven orders to the fame Mr. Duval to procure her fome 
like them; but he told me, he never could get a fufh- 
cient quanti ny together. As he knew the necklace, and 
adit in his hands, I po! inted out to him upon the draw- 
ing, atl portion I had pofieffed, and what the Queen 
hac a retained; which occ a iien to recollect the order 
he had received from her Majefty to procure fuch dia- 
monds. As fhe hada great fdehire of having bracelets, 
counterparts of tho! f of the Queen of England, it 1s proba- 
te. that thofe fhe kept will one day be employed to that 
afe. ‘The Countefs afferts, that her gg ia having once 
ever C sits and that fuch is her difpofition, 
that fhe would foon - caufe the ci to be thrown 
into the fea, than aie tokens fubfifting, of an action 
which has been attended with fuch horrid confequences 
to tis2-2L This is poible ; the only inference | mean to 
draw, from this long expofition, is, that our peri fecutors 
sph: sever been able to prove our difpofing of a fingle 


carat, more than what I have eal they cannot be cre- 


“i upo iat ground, when th y flander us fo un- 
ancvaaly onan that we rae the necklace; all that 


DY 
they can allege with plaufibility is, that we cannot @ ad- 


duce 
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duce proof of the > Queen’s . donation.----How do they 
know ?----- Her Majetty may perhaps have a reflective, 
compunctive moment; we await it on her death-bed---- 
let them do the x 

It muft be in the sowie recollection, that I departed 
from Bar-fur-Aube wit h a hundred louis d’ors, and that 
J left my family poffeffed of all my own jewels and thofe 
of the CountefS; and in eden of all the property I 
had; that circumftance, which evidently vouches in fa- 
vour of my innocence, and proves how far I was from 

has, however, contributed 


Cte v a pe aa os Be + Ke c ~ rer 
foreleeing .what has occured 
|= 


w 


at’. Hara tat rae oh abet ee oe Fer «5 aed separ : 
mMoit, to alitord my enemies grounds for criminatine 


allertions; the houfe of Rohan giving out that I was 
gone off with the remainder of the neck] iace. . Thofe re- 
ports obtaining credit, it was undo ine edly a duty in- 
cumbent on my family to produce my diamonds and 
thole of the Countefs; the more fo, as fhe had given 
an exact lift of them a few days after her arrival at the 
Baftile; but calculat ing and hoping that the family of 
Rohan would prevail over us by our deftruétion, and 
that they would conf quently be able to appropriate 
to_themfelves, not only our jewels, but the greateit 
part allo of our plate and effects, they negleéed 


fingle ftep towards altering or weakening 


to take one 
the fufpicions drawn: from my donna i----Nor, will 

their fhameful averice prefently be doubted of. 

Shortly after the judgment, feeing in the public - 
ers that they had given up none of our jewels ; I 


I 
fent to them an ex ‘prefs, in hopes they would at leaft de- 


ct 


liver to him a part: but what did they do? After ex- 


clair ming in abufive terms againit me ; they fent him back, 
without 


= 
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without even giving him wherewith to bear his expences. 
Rightly judging I fhould not ftop there, and that one 
way or the other J fhould force them to a reftitution; they 
determined on making a facrifice, hoping they might with 
impunity keep all they had robbed my houfe of. They in 
SwRaIEnce put into the Counteis’s cafket her bracele ets, 
a ftar of brilliants, a medallion, a pair of girandole ear- 
rings, a plume-bearer, a black tortoifefhell box with a 
circle of brilliants.on the lid, a pearl necklace, a pair 
of garnet bracelet clafps fet in gold, and three or four 
rings, valued at the utmoft at thirty or forty guineas. 
They afterwards pretended to have found this cafket in a 
place where I had hid it, before my cepa: and to 
Sac eft their own honetty and difi ntereftedne 
it to the police; perfuaded, tnat after that joann te re- 
ftitution, no fearckh would be made at their houies, and 
that they might fafely write to me (as taney a actually did) 
that all my property having, in general, been fe! i 
very aftonifhing I fhould daily fe 
to make indifcreet demands: that once for all J ought 
to convince mylelf they had noth 
they concluded their epiftle by sae that as I had 
difgraced them, I muft prs no affiftance at their hands. 
Soon after the receipt of this letter, I received from 
Paris a ftatement of all sve had been fold at the Hotel 
de Bullion. Being by this means affured of their 
Ss I immediately difpatched another exprefs, with 
a letter, couched in terms that fo alarmed them, as to 
pechie a promife that they themfelves would repair to 
London, and deliver to me, what nee) had (as they 
pretended) been “ fo lucky as to fave.” The period 
Bee they 
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en my property, they {pared no pains to convince me 
of the truth of what they had advanced; which would 
indeed have appeared reafonable, had my intelligence 
not been fo well founded. 

Affecting to be fatisfied with what they had delivered 
mé, 1, the fame day, procured a writ to be iffued, hop- 
le thereby to frighten them into a furrender of the 
remaining jewels; bur they imagining, jes the enqui- 
ries ie ti made, and. the advice they had chain hei, 


3 


previous to their departure, that I could not by any 
means moleft ae is pretended, to fhew the ut- 
moft indignation at my conduct, and finally declared 
they had nothing left belonging to me; that they had 
fold every article, and that, could they have forefeen 
the ingratitude I now evinced towards them, for what 
they had done, they would have given up all my jewe 
and even:have deprived me of the three articles they he i 
yuft delivered. 

Judging from their refolute tone, that fomething 
more than words was requifite to bring them to a fenfe 
pages I infiited no farther; but urged by neceffity, 
put the writ into the hands of a fheriff’s officer, who foon 
after, cae “a to my regret, arrefted my uncle, a 
man of property, childlefs, enjoying the firft offices in the 
place of his refidence, and poffeffing the efteem of all its 

inhabitants, and whom [I really refpeéted.. The. cafe 
was gtherwife with hjs beloved confort, a defpicable wo- 
man, detefted ay all who knew her; who, I am certain 
had prevailed on her hufband to be guilty of {uch a piece 
of -meannefs and injuftice. The moment fhe faw him 
arrefted, fhe came to.me, urging my acceptance of 
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bills: to the amount of my claims ; ftill affuring’ me the 

nothing of mine, and that fhe was going to part 
with fome of her own property to purchafe her hufband’s 
releafe. Finding fhe could not make me accede to the 


terms fhe propofed, fhe concluded on acknowleging 


every thing, and fhe adétually departed to fetch, what 
the abfolutely afferted upon oath, to have been furren- 
dered to government. 

On her return fhe gave up two rings that had belong- 


ed to the necklace, a pair of ashe ear-rings, out of 
which fhe had taken four diamonds (which I only per- 
ceived after we iat a hoop-ring, a neck-but- 
ton, a hair ring, fet round with ftones, and another 
ring of {mall value, ‘The day after this forced reftitu- 
tion, my relations returned to their own home, where 
they fhared the remainder of the fpoils, nor have I 
heard of them fince, but to be infornted, in a circum- 
ftantial manner, of all the havock they have made in my 
houfe at Paresauibe: and of the contempt they have 
drawn upon themfelves by their behaviour towards me. 
As they are capable, after all they have done, 
of faying, that they came over to bring me the re- 
mainder of the necklace, I think myfelf bound to 
add, that, of all which they 1 She ored to me, there were 
but three ftones belonging to the necklace, and of which 
I have fpoken. above. Buh neha elfe, as well as 
what was fold at the Hotel de Bouillon in Paris, was 


(within a very {mall matter) our property before we ever 


heard the necklace mentioned. 
I have parted with every article, which they brought 
to me, to Mr. Gray of New Bond-ftreet, for the fum of 


twa 
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two thoufand two hundred pounds fterling. Thus hav- 
ing explicitly, and with great veracity, ftated every cir- 
cumftance wherein I was particularly concerned, I re- 
linquifh the pen to the Countefs, 


(Here the Countess refumes the Narration.) 


The Count, my hufband, having concluded that part 
of our hiftory, which, as he was fingly concerned in the 
tranfactions, he could with greater accuracy relate, I 
now refume my narrative, and think I may fafely affirm, 
that, whatever prejudices, the iniquitous fentence pro- 
nounced againft me, refulting from the intrigues both 
of the Queen and the houfe of Rohan, may have given 
birth to; thofe who feel the ftrongeft impulfe, cannot 
doubt, after viewing our account, fupported by fo many 
concurrent and undeniable facts, that we have cruelly 
been made a facrifice to. pride, ambition, and revenge. 

The bare converfation of Count de la Motte with the 
French Ambaflador, by difclofing the machinations agi- 
tated by the Queen’s party, furely gives a perfect idea 
of thofe that have really been put in practice by the Rohan 
party: but I do not expec the public to reft their 
opinions upon mere affertions. I mean to unfold thofe 
intrigues of my adverfaries of which I can produce po- 
fitive proofs; and even in thefe I fhall not be able to 
difplay one tenth part of their iniquitous conduct. 

Before [ enter into thefe particulars, it 1s important 
to obferve that, by an unaccountable fatality, annexed 
to the nature of the circumftances, the Queen, whofe 
eaufe, inthe main, was united with mine; or of whom, 

(as 


(as Count Adhémar very well obferved) I was on ly the 
Foal . t T 
repreientative, could not be brought forward in the 
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oulinels ; as tue tenor of the Letters Patent, affording 
the over-ruling party of the Cardinal, a pretence. for 
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confining the enquiries folely to the affair of the neck- 
Jace, banifhed from difcuffion ever y thing foreign to 
that fubjeét. 
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Faleleten a unfupported, and without fortune havine 
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of an illuftrious and powerful houfe, and to agerayate 
thefe circumftances, I had fingly to {trugele againft the 
fecret ‘tune! of the Queen herfelf, whom my »forced 
precaution, relative to the Cardinal, had incenfed againtt 
me. Is it a wonder, if I funk under the combined 
power of fuch adverfaries ? 

On the fuppofition, whichis a natural one, that the 
moment I faw myfelf involved, in that unhappy affair; 
({etting afide a regard for the truth, fuperior to that of 
my own fafety) I had thought fit to have coalefced with 
one or other of the parties concerned, I fhould not have 
been able to have accomplifhed it. . I never had , for-a 
sage inftant, the liberty to confult either Kult: my 

wn inclination, or my real intereft; perpetually . befet. 

with the agents and emiflaries of both parties, I faw no- 
thing but rocks on every fide. I could not even open 
my mouth, nor make the leaft obfervation, but I heard 
it repeated to me: “ If you do that you are undone !’’-- 
alas! gracious Heaven! cried | inceflantly, whom muft 
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{ liften to ?---whom believe ?---More tortured with that 
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uncertainty, than uneafy about the real bufinefs itfelf, 
crew tired of everlaftins °s y thinking’ on ‘one object; “and 
ell into that ftate of infenfibility “shige produces a kind of 
torpid indifference to confequences, whether good or 
evil. On’'one point only my ideas poe a degree of 
ftabilily, becaufe it was. what I had long fince forefeen. 
-eflected thus:---the Queen is bent upon the Cardi- 


nal’s ruin---but the Cardinal has been my benefactor : 


VY 
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will it not be monftrous in me to become the b cai 


ment of his deftruction ?---the n has alfo been my 
benefactrefs ; if I am. averfe to Rene the purpofes of 
her revenge, I ought at leaft to reverence her fecrets,--- 
All that might have been reconciled, had diicretion 


been all that was requifite. But what was I to aniwer 
to eternal queftions, moft of them infidious ones? how 
extricate myfelf out of that wildernefs of interrogatories, 
crots é€x hab count &¢. capable of exing an abler 
iead than mine? ‘The confufion of mind thence arifing, 
is the only reafon I can give for the frequent ooritraties 


3? 


nto which I was betrayed.---** fay white,” one 
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told me, “or you are undone;” I fard “white: ‘ ‘et! 


black” faggefted another, “ or it is all over with you ;’ 
and of confequence I faid Black.’ «Do not fpeak of 
fuch a thing,” faid a third, “ you v would ruin all.” I 
was queftioned concerning this very thing, and anfwer 
ed Foe Seagal and little did I fufpe& that all Kei 


inconfiftencies would combine to criminate and ftand as 


Bite againft me. But, let us pais through fome® of 
thefe gradations, by which I was led to the pre cipice : 
fome, I fay, becaufe it would require volumes to par- 
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ticularize them all. From my entrance into the Battile; 
until the day of abomination, not one ftep was I per- 
mitted to take, nota fingle word was fugeefted to me, 
but. what tended, towards the canGacnnand of ny 
ruin. 

The firft thing neceffary to be known is, that a few 
days previous to that, which I. juft now called the day 
of abomination, 1 received a letter, which, I to this day, 
impute to the Baron de Breteuil; the purport of which 
was, that my fafety depended on myfelf; that I had no- 
thing to do, but to place every thing to thé account of 
the Cardinal and of Cagtioftro, (*) 

On 


oS 


A manifeft proof that the anonymous letter re- 
ceived by me three or four days previous to the arreft 
of the Cardinal, was fent me by the Baron de Breteuil, 
appears from this circumftance.. It is well known, that 
when he entered officially the Cardinal’s hotel at Paris e 
hoping to find there the correfpondence, and enr aged on 
hearing that a courier difpatched to the Abbé Georgel, 
had fruftrated | in obtaining that object, as the pa- 
pers had all ei committed. to the flames; he ‘cried 
out, upon feeing the buft of Caclioftro, “I meet every 
*¢ where with nothing but the figure of that mounte- 
bank; but, patience, I hope there will be an end of 
it foon,”----I was at that moment very quiet at Bar- 
fur-Aube, and_ he anT pics himfelf thus, becaufe 
under. a perfuafion that I fhould implicitly, follow the 


c¢ 


€¢ 


fels he had e given me in his letter, 


On the 11th of Auguft, when was I ¢arried to the 
Baftile, (already incenfed again{t the Cardinal, who, in 
order to enfnare the Queen and fave himfelf, threw all 
the blame upon me ;) I perceived the Commiffary Ché- 
non advancing towards me; who, having had his leffon 
from the Baron de Breteuil, afked me what I fhould & fay 
in my defence ?----Recollecting then the letter ¥ had 
received, but unwilling to go as far as the anonymous 


writer adviféd me I anfwered, that I would fay, the 


Cardinal had made mea prefent of a quantity of dia- 
monds, without my having a knowledge whether or not 


they belonged to the necklace. He advifed me not'to 


purfue that method, reprefenting that it would prepoffefs ” 


es 

QV 
the King againft me. That bade be acknowle aah my- 
felf a miftrefs to the Cardinal; and in that cafe it would 
appear no wonder he thould ee ave made me a a pre- 
fent, “* fay rather,” added he, that “ he gave them to 
“¢ be difpofed of by you, to his ad vantage, and that you 
“have ae to him the fiims received for (iiem+—-— 
that will wear the greater air oe probability, and be 
*« infinitely more decent for you.” 


This was the firft advice, that I conf k 


fefs myfelf weak 
enough to follow v, and which, while it produced my ruin, 
preferved the Cardinal; becaufe, it was not poffible for 
me to prove that 1 had eRe him the money; whereas 
had I purfued the mode I had plarined, and faid that 
he had given me a great Laas 4: diamonds ; he would 
have been unable to prove the co ontrary : but it was not 
till fome confiderable time after that I felt the difference 
of thofe two declarations. The commiffary, whom I 
plainly perceived to’be the inftrument of the Baron de 

Ef Breteuil, 


Breteuil, had made it his bufinefs to prevent me as much 
as poffible from reflecting on my fituation, and in order 
to fix my whole attention, had given me to underftand 
that the Queen would protect, and fpeedily bring me 
out of the Baftile: “ An additional reafon,” faid he to 
me, ‘* for avoiding to fpeak of any prefent you have re- 
‘© ceived ; becaufe the Cardinal would not fail to an- 
“< fwer, that you had told him, thofe eed were 
‘© prefented to you by the Queen; in which cafe, her 
«© Majefty would be expofed, a circumftance you muft 
‘* take fpecial care to avoid.” [n vain I reprefented 
to him, that did I not comprehend how I could difpenfe 
with mentioning the name of the Queen, in a bufinefs, of 

ich fhe had been the effential fource. He anfwered, 
<< If you name her, you are undone.” (*) 


The 


* When I received a fecond vifit from the Commif- 
is Chénon, he communicated a letter, he faid he had 
received from Baron de Breteuil, whofe writing I knew 
again, He gave him notice what Counfel he had cho- 
fen, and pointed out the n methods of engaging them to 
undertake my defence. He advifed me to write to 
them, in fuch manner as to make them fenfible, that by 
pleading for me, they would certainly do what was 
digs pleafing to the Queen, the Baron de Breteuil, 
&c. without however naming them: In order to leave 
no doubt remaining, he perfuaded me to add, that they 
might go to the police, and receive the information of 
what I had advanced. This appeared to me tobe an 
excellent. 


L 219 | 
The Lawyer Doillot, whom Mr, de Breteuil in like 
manner fent me for a Counfel, began alfo by forbidding 


me 


excellent piece of advice, and looking on the Baron de 
Breteuil as entirely governed by the Queen, I wrote 
without hefitation what the commiffary diftated to me. 
Fie took upon him the charge of conveying the let- 
ters. Thofe, to whom they were addreffed, did not de- 
lay (after they had been to Mr. De Crone’s) to prefent 
themfelves to defend me; but the vanity and jealoufy 
of Mr. Doillot, made him reje& two celebrated, Coun- 
fellors, and it was at that moment he publifhed his 
firft memorial, which is a mixture of nonfenfe and falf- 
hood. At the fame period the commuflary Chénon had 
defired me to give him, in writing, all that I had ver- 
verbally communicated to him, intending, as he faid, 
to lay it before the Baron de Breteuil, who being in- 
formed of the whole connexion, would be the- more 
concerned for me. As I was one day employed in that 
bufinefs, which I had almoft brought to a conelufion, 
Doillot came in; I related to him what was paffing be- 
tween the commiflary and the Baron de Breteuil, and 
fhowed him the memorial I was preparing for him. 
He began to exclaim againft me, called me child, per- 
fuaded me, from feveral circumftances which he related, 
that the commiffary fought to deceive me, and con- 
cluded, by prevailing on me to permit no more of his 
vifits; a piece of advice I punctually followed. At his 
leaving me he took up and pocketted the memorial. 
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me ever to utter the Queen’s ae affuring me, from 
good authority, that i woulda ea ec? me, On the other 
hand, the Cardinal’s party foug ices me to them- 
felves. De Launey, CGoveee oF the Baftile, devoted 
to the houfe of Rohan, had placed near me, a certain 


Abbé Leguele, ie lain to that horrid prifon; whofe 
principal employ was to pafs from the Cardinal’s apart- 


“yee aes Raney 
ment to mine, irom 


mine to the Cardin al’s, and to 
concert our refpective anfwers a gain ift the time we were 


to undergo our €xaminations. 

eadily be fuppofed, thofe anfwers were fo cal- 

culated, that, without my perceiving it, mine had al- 

ways a tendency to confirm the probability of the Car- 

dee I indeed fometimes experienced moments of 
truft, but that villain of an Abbé was {o dextrous, 


di 
fbn -d fo much ieee and aC fo oe regard 


Fie was informed of every thing, as. me re 
from the Cardinal, ‘and was always apprifing me of the 
objects to which the examination would be pointed. 
‘ To-morrow,” he would fay to me, ‘* you will be 
brought face to face with bY Cardinal; he will per- 
** haps be brought to fay to you, fuch and fuch things ; 


“ beware 
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The King may require of that lawyer to produce the 
memorial, as alfo the one he made me afterwards write ; 
he will judge, by the refemblance, that I never varied, 
when I {poke the truth; and that the circumftances I 
this day relate, are abfolutely the fame as thofe I com- 
mitted ‘to paper at the periods Iam fpeaking Sem 


tT aoe 
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t beware of contradicting him; all that, is only matter 
< of form, the trial will never be brought to iffue; it 
«is impoflible it ever fhould;-----the Pope is in- 
« terefted in it;---the Chapter of Strafburgh is moving 
«© heaven and earth,----you will perceive, and the Car- 
<< dinal charges me_ to affure you, that this affair will 
‘© terminate without a judgment, and the Queen will 
«© be non-fuited. (*) The misfortune is, that he cannot 


«* expofe 


* Since I have been in London, I have read, in the 
journal of a writer, intitled “ Secret Memoirs for the Hiif- 
tory of the Republic of Letters in France,” a letter from 
Abbé Georgel to the Princefs of Marfan. I deemed it 
{> much the more neceffary to infert it here, as the rea- 
der will judge by its contents, that Abbé Lequele drew 
his information from the fame fource as Abbé Georgel, 
and that in lieu of Baron de Planta, I unfortunately was 
pitched upon for the victim to be facrificed to difgraced 
power, 


Sept. 18, 1785. 
MapDamM, 

CEASE, to be uneafy concerning our dear Cardinal. 
He bore with all the dignity of a Rohan, the unthought 
of blow aimed againft him. His health continues good, 
in his confinement; the. feverities of which are mode- 
rate, and his foul is at peace, as much as that of. an 
illuftrious man, under fuch accufations can be, who fore- 
fees he never fhall be judged. But if authority recedes, 
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*“"expole her without endangering the lofs of his own, 


 head.----/ am perfuaded, that after the Jervices be has 
<< done 


ee 


will not that be a oo“ fication? The King with the ad- 
, has juft referred ce: matter to the 
Parliament. The letters- patent are regiftered. The 


in "th 
We Of his Counc 
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whoie Penal may very likely 7 terminate there; for 


in fhort, the trial of a mere clerical perfon cannot be 


+] 

Le & 
carried on but before the Eccle fiaftical judge, Have a 
Bilhop; a Cardinal lefs immunitic es?” Phe hiftory of 


Urance prefents us with feven Cardina als impeached by 
our Kines; not one could perfonally be br rought to frial; 
the Chancellor d’ wie eau himfelf allows, that out of 
twelve inftances, there are ele even in behalf of the church; 
nor can he deny its being the firft body in the ftate. In 
1754 the trial of Cardinal de Retz was referred to 
the Parliament by letters “patent, which unqueftionably 
ferved as a precedent to thofe of 1785. But three years 
aiter, a folemn declaration repealed the decree; confirm. 
ing the ancient right of Bithops, to be tried only by their 
own metropolitans, 

The cafe was a crime of high-treafon, and all the 
pretenfions on the aii the Crown was, that a 1 crime 
of that nature fufpended all immunities. So that when 
there 1s nothing that concerns the King or ftate, no 
doubt but'the common-law is in its full force. You 

ee, Madam, what all the buftle of the day may 
come to. Do net however think, that there is any un- 
fiaillfulnefS in the Keeper of the Seals, and the ‘Count 
de 
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“ done you, you could not without a beart-breaking forrow 
“ bring bim to the feaffold.” « What am I to-do then :” 
anfwered J keenly, © if ] can neither impeach the Car- 
« dinal nor the Queen, it will all fall upon me!’’---- 

an in 


NN O55 SR. ade, he is 


de Vergennes; they both know what they are about; the 
one is converfant in the French law, the other under- 


1 


ftands the Roman politics ; they alone could afford light, 

but zhey are our friends. They are ve uated oe the /ame 
views, the fame averfions. They know that the I Eleé tor 
of Mentz will demand a revocation, that ee will lay 
claim, that the clergy will remonftrate, that even the 
smpire will murmur. They have hitherto been flent, 


and paid a feeming deference to the apparent ity of 


committing the matter to a national tribunal. 
clamours are not fufficiently powerful, the proceedings of 
the Parliament will continue, but in fuch a manner as 
to operate neither again{t the accufers nor tl 


if difficulties increafe, the King will retract, which will 
be fo much the more in our favour, as there will be 


ereater perplexity in the carrying on the bufinels. There 


will then no longer be but one victim requifte to facrifice to 

offended power.. Why fhould not the Baron, who was 

only an agent, be difmiffed as the principal ? We fhould 

completely triumph ; all interelts would be: reconciied, 

revenge would be gratifie -,----and refpective enmities 

would ceafe. Madam, I have communicated facts, let 
é 


© 


thofe facts be a fecret for your life. 
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“ In your fituation J would tell the truth; I fee no 
‘* barmin having received diamonds of the Such, No, 
----but there is danger in telline it; becaufe it 
is telling that fhe received the necklace, and that is 


“* what the wont allow.’’----Gene rally fpeaking, at that 


° 


time I faw no one but the Abbé Lequele, who often 
came, and told me, the Cardinal grew very weary of the 
protraction of his trial, and that his health declined 
daily. I, if abe on my fide and with greater 
eafon, afked him, if there was no poflibility of putting 
a period to the ae ies a thought that inftant oc- 
curred to me of writing to the 2ucen, I imparted to‘ him 


AAyr Le > = athe a" hie rp 1° +h oa er t i 
my idea, which met with his approbation, he, even 
chargin 1g himfelf with the d delivery of the letter; ] wrote 


therefore in his prefence nearly in thefe - terms, 


NOTWITHSTANDING all the feverities of my 
fituation, not a fingle complaint has efcaped me; all the 
infidious methods that have been practifed to extort 
confeflions from me, have ferved only to ftrengthen me 
in the refolution, ‘of never faying any thing, by which 
you may be brought into queftion; yet; perfuaded as ] 
am, that my fideli ity and difcretion ought to facilitate 

my being extricated from my difficulties, I own to you, 
that the efforts of the family of the « Slave,’ make me 
fear J th: ull become a victim. Three months examination 
of anxieties of every kind, the Meise d of feeing 
myieli accufed (1, who am inno cent) has greatly weak- 
ened 


[. sa2. sa 
ened my fortitude, and makes me apprehenfive I fhall 


not be able, much longer, to be fteady in that refolve. 


his un- 


You have it in your power to put an end to this 
h: appy bufinefs, by caufing it to be negociated by B. 
He may give to the Miniffer what turn his intelligent 
mind may fugeeft to him, avoiding particularly to bring 
you into queftion. The dread I am under of feeing 


ricer 
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Mmyi iat (O1cea Tf a lUuiL GUCOVEL yy trives me’to the meéea- 

fure I now a dopt, per fuaded Madam, that you will give 
rders to have this unfortunate matter bro 


conclufion. 


I am with the moft profound refpect; 


a 
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Mapam’s moft obedient fervant; 


COUNTESS DE VALOIS DE LA MOTTE; 


April 13, 1786, 


I gave him my letter to read, which he e approved of, 
and propofed my communicating it to the Cardinal. As 
the latter was at leaft as much interefted as myfelf} in 
having the proceedings terminated. I faw no impro- 
priety in fo doing: I delivered to him my letter; and 
pointed out the manner of conveying it fafely; by in- 
clofing it under three covers. He put it into his pocket, 
and after an -hour’s converfation on variotis topics, he 
pretended to go, then {topping for a confiderable time, 
as if full of thought, and at laft obferved to Iie; “tuats 
upon mature reflexion, it was not poffible for him to de- 
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liver fuch a letter, without render; ing’ himfelf lable to 
be alfo furnifhed with an apartment in the Baftile ; for 
it being univer ‘fally known, that he was the only perfon 
I converfed with, peopJe would natur ally turn an eye of 
fufpicion upon him, as to the deliver y of fuch a letter 
from me. He therefore returned it, faying he would 
{peak of it to the Cardinal, and that fome perfon fhould 
be thought of, that might undertake the comimifiion, 
without incurring the fame de gree of danger. 

Thus it was that wretch, by buoying me up with 
hopes, ‘found means to induce a converfation with me 
and to take advantage of every ung 
might aa me. 

The examinations being ended, I had the > precious 
permiffion to fee e my council Doitidt who, if not natu- 
rally difhoneft, -was influenced by the Baron de Breteuil; 
confequently full of no other confideration than that of 
bree the Cardin al to the ae and ae 


BE 

His firft vifit to me, after us conclufion of the 
examinations, will evince, by the account he brought 
how many fhifts and {tratagems had been ufed 
to difguft him, and prevent his drawing up his fe- 
cond memorial. Withing to be inka of the re- 
fult of the examinations, he went to Mr. Laurencelle’s, 
deputy to the Attorney General, who after much tergi- 
verfation, and pretended. impofiibili ity for him to com- 
municate any thing, faid,. at laft, that I had made a full 
confeffion, of which he had proof in w riting ; that the 
de éfpondency I had fince fallen into, for having made 
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fuch 


fuch declarations, had rendered it a fer me to 
before, I had bitten off the 


a1, as + | Poe 
thumb of we turn-key, St. ee 


be feen; that afew days b 


Doillot, ftunned with this information, anfwered that 
he could not ied it, after all I had told him, and the 
writings I had givento him. The deputy feeing him in 
this ftate of uncertainty, and looking upon him, as al- 
ready difpofed to’believe whatever he might fuggett, 
imparted to him the examinations, wherein he read the 
confeffion I had aie Stupified with amazement, in- 
cenfed at having been fo erofsly deceived, he walked 
haftily about the room, curfing thofe who had prevailed 

on him to undertake my defence, &c. Gr owing fome- 


what calm, and recollecting all the methods ufed to im- | 


pofe on me, as well as himfelf; he requefted to look 
over the examinations a fecond time, and particularly 
to afcertain my fignature, e, as alfo thofe of the other par- 
ties, which Laurencelle Lhiblately refufed his affent to. 
Sufpecting meree a defign to deceive him, and 
prevent his coming any more to me in the Baftile, 
he withdrew, determined to fearch into the truth. He 
in confequence of what had paffed, paid mea vifit, in 
{pite of all oppofition to his family and friends. ‘ His 
ferious and inquifitive countenance, on entering the 
apartment, aspenicd to me fo much the more extraor- 
dinary, from having written down and recapitulated all 
that paffed during the whole tirne of the exar ninations.-- 
I could not imagine what had produces fuch an altera- 
tion: at length, after fignifying his furprife at my chear 

fulnefs, he acquainted me with all that had ucppenselia at 


Laurencelle’s, with the reports that were circulated, with 
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the pretended confeffion I had made, and particularly 
with my fit of rage, in which I had bitten off my turn- 
key’s thumb. Poor St. John, who was prefent at this 
ftory, could not contain himfelf, but after bearing tefti- 
mony of the truth, faid, that “ the Governor, who: was 
*« fold to the family of Rohan, was the fabricator of 
“* thofe calumnies ;. and that he was eon to ftand be- 


fore his face, and reproach him with his infamous be- 
chat pe y Heth eee 
“ naviour from the very beginning of the bufinefs.” 


He added, that “ far from my being outrageous, as ‘ 
“‘ was pretended, J had been too mild; and that in my 
cf place, he fhould not have been able to bear veoh 
‘“ thofe villains, but would have torn their eyes out.’ 

I hen delivered to Doillot my examinations, which T 
had taken care to write down at each fitting ; and after 
eit them over, and being delighted with them, he 
required me to fign my name at the bottom of every 
page, in order to leave no doubt of their authenticity ; 
then went out taumphandly, promifing to have all the 


particulars I had been relating to. him immediately 
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printed. Before I let him depart, I told him of the 
{nare which the knavifh Abbé had Jaid for me; to 

ft be good indeed, to 
“ puzzle my brain with fuch a parcel of pitiful ftuff; 


which he anfwered, that ‘ ; mutt 


“ that he was glad my letter had not been conveyed to 
“ the Queen, as it could not but have produced a bad’ 
“* efrect, and indifpofed. her to’ be inimical to- me ; 
‘‘ that in a word, ence for all, I'ought to be perfuad- 
“ed, I fhould come off with flying colours.” He was 

all this time drawing up memorials, writing briefs, void 
of common | fent nie, fhapeleis affemblages of a abfur -dities 


and. - 
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and falfhoods ; making me declare in every page, that I 
had never feen the Queen, and forcing me to affirm 


it before my judges: whereas my natural and fure de- 
fence was, to fay (what was inceflantly in my heart and 
on my lips) that the Queen had loaded me with favours, 
ever fince the period, when through the accident I be- 
fore mentioned, I. had been fo happy as to intereft her 
Mayefty in my behalf. 

When Doillot was departed, Abbé Lequele came to 
know-whether I had not charged him with the letter I 
had written to the Queen? I anfwered I had_not.--- 
« You did very right,” replied he, “ I have talked the 
“ matter over with the Cardinal, who thinks it would 
‘c have pafled through the hands of Baron de Breteuil, 
“ who would not have failed making his advantage of 
<< it, by hindering it from reaching the Queen.” 

I preferved the letter to the moment of my appearing 
before the Parliament, determined (if I fee oe an 


intention of facrificing me) to drop it as I went out, 
which would neceflarily have brought on an explanation, 


7 


that I would have entered into, by divulging the whole 


Unfortunately for me, { faw myfelf encouraged and 
ylauded,-and in confequence of the hopes all along 
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given to me, during the trial, I went back, perfuaded 
I fhould gain my caufe. . Qn my entering the. keeper’s 
parlour, | one to his wife, who was very kind to me, 
all that had jutt been tranfacted ; imparting the circum- 
france of the letter, which I fhewed her; fhe called in 
her hufband, who, terrified beyond meafure, fhut the 
door, upon us, and immediately burnt the letter. 

From 
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From. every iit I have related, it appears that 
was nearly in the cafe of a patient, to whom one phyfi- 
cian fays: * If you eat you will die of indigeftion ;” 


another, “ if you'do not eat you'll perifh through mere 


““ want.” The fact is, that die ¥ muit; for feeing: be- 


fore my eyes the ford or poifon, in cafe I mentioned 
the Queen’s name, I took care not to do it; but then 
by not naming her, I fixed upon myfelf the guilt of 


~~ A, 7 reed H or mm 1 her A + i ~ j we | yi ~ a} 
pumoininga tne neckiace..--And indeea, trom the mo- 


me tt wraint aticvaeaune fel Cardinal acaul ser hy 
ment 1€ was apparent the Cardinal would extricate him- 
elf -enhbeuthiohoh oe. ieee a itet ate eas fe 
real, Cltner.througn the treachery a1 Inabuity OF my 


became Clear, that a victim muft fall, and 


Rite GaN pire & phage Gt Rea eet) BS a ae tes, ef 
that E was deftined to be the facrifice.- It is at once 
inocking and remarkable, that both the judges and 


evidences united to aim the mortal blow at me. The 
epitome of the examinations (which the public never 
had knowlece of, but through the unfaithful narrative 
f the j wyer hc would imprefs the saat 
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with horror, if the reeords that contain it, were expo 
to every eye. I will adduce a few paflages, ae ‘ 
fi i 


cannot have foreed. 
WwW 


We mutt not lofe fight of a fat I have already men- 


ita 

tioned, and which is now univerfally known ; that is, 
7 } . ; sd <. 

‘nat as well in the previous interrogatories, as in the ex- 


. “oy 1 frome oe rialelt Ausbe-Cidee 
emunations, neither the ds Gh nor mytelf ever uttered 
We word truth’. the ean f Thi h s ve plain:” 
Ghic WOrel of rutin; tne reaion of which 18 Ve Py P pain : 


nat is, had we done fo, it was under penalty of forfes ting 


cur tives. Neither .the Cardinal nor. myfelf were to 
name the Queen; what therefore could we lay, that 
bere refemblance to what the truth really was ?.-LSe- 
condly, as I have “alf ptevioufly obferved, both of us 
nies 
being 
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ng oot: A tear 
being: prepdred to utter nothing but untruths, our ce- 


rape declarations and various, fpeeches, were a 


eady calculated games 1n which Jt Is evident, that, fee- 


ie the immehfe inequalities of our flations, the ad- 
vantage could not be on my fide; for I played: the 
weak hand againft whom? a great Queen and a powers 
ful Lord! Was it poffible that evidences, of the caft ef 
thofe who appeared in this affair, fhould waver a mo- 
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ment between me and either of my adverfe parties t--- 
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and indeed, what was the confequence ? Why, that. in 
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all the affidavits, obtained at a vdit expence, marks ot 


bribery iis ee ftare me in the face? I aik 
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pardon of Monfieur Dupuis de Marc 


iniquitous prolecution, but 
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to one circumftance, the iniquity of the lentence, whic 
Apes i] the cis seq hha | ann ore ina ance ‘ow ee 
Crownec all tne Iniquities practhica aga Livia LHe. AP ia 
: eee Py, he ha pr Bate ee Se 
Majefty was a powerful Queen, the Cardinal as power- 
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ful a Prince: I had nothing but the name of V ALots to 
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render me of any confequence. It has been feen that, 
Taw eh ena aed es dbhy Bose 
being equa ly made the victim of misfortune, from tne 
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advice dictated by the malice of my enemies, and the 


interefts which I had occafioned, I was led aftray by 


the counfe!s of both friends and foes. ‘There remains jor 
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me to prove the corrupt evidence produced againit me, 

. 7 1 1 enue 
and the prevarication, with which I charged the Sohc! 
tor; and by quoting inftances of the former, I fhall 
furnifh fome of the latter. 
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Firft, having unhappily entrufted that villai 
quele with the particulars of the affair, who, a foy of 


the Governor’s, and  acreature or the Lard 
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neceflarily a moft dangerous confident ; it is made mdz 
nifeft by the event, that he at the fame time communi- 
cated to the Cardinal’s counfel, and to his own patron, 
what I had communicated relative to Villette and the 
girl Olivia, and that it was purfuant to that imprudent 
ftep of mine, that the Rohans ftimulated the author ity 
of their friend de Vergennes; to have thofe two perfons 
taken into cuftody, in order to inftruét them, and make 
them depofe whatever fhould be judged fuitable to their 
purpofe. 

Scarce had Villette entered the Baftile, when they 
enfured him his fafety, and furnifhed him with the 
means, by fuggefting the idea of writing to Count de 
Vergennes, who, certainly muft be fuppofed to hav 
perfonal intereft in the bufinefs. He therefore wrote to 
that minifter, that he had -matters to impart of the ut: 
imoft importance, which he could entruft to none but 
himfelf. The wily ftatefman, who had advifed this plan 
of proceeding, but would not appear the leaft con- 
cerned in the profecution, caufed ‘him to be told, it was 
impoffible for him to ‘grant Villette an audience, but 
that he might with equal fafety “ entruft every thing 
with the Governor.” He might as well have faid © to 
the Cardinal and his counfel.” 

Villette having objected to difclofing himfelf, hé was 
advifed to write a fecond letter to Mr de Vergennes; 
with a fincere confeffion of all he knew: to which he 
anfwered, he would willingly comply, but for the fear of 
expofing the Queen. ‘ Well” faid they to him, * do 
“* not expofe her; cannot you omit her name, and tell 
every thing elfe you know?” As he feemed perplexed, 
they faved him the trouble of arranging his depofitions, 

and 
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and the very firft day they were given ta him ready 
prepared. Whey pointed aut to him the nature of thofe 
confeffions he was to avoid, and fugegeftine fuch as he 
was to fubftitute in lieu of them; and in the fame man- 
ner as the Baron de Breteuil, Count D’Adhémar, the 
Commilflary Chénon, and others, calling themfelves parti- 
fans of the Queen, had dictated to my hufband and me, 
© Jay all to the Cardinal’s account:” the partifans of 
the Rohans faid to the witneffes whom they inftructed, 
«© Jay every thing to the charge of the Countefs de la 
« Motte.” . But it will be faid to me, “ What praofs 
«* have you for thefe affertions ?---they may be flander- 
«© ous”---what proofs? I could bring many, but one 
only is fufficient. It is this: in whatever light the af- 
fair is confidered, Villette, by his own confeffion, was, 
at leaft guilty of a fpecies of forgery, which if not deem- 
ed of a nature to incur a capital, at leaft deferved fome. 
kind of punifhment. Was he punifhed? No,---on the. 
contrary his circumftances were rendered eafy, he had a 
fettlement made upon him, in a word he was rewarded ! 
-~-for what ?---for the docility with which he complied in 
being filent upon the Yueen’s account, and in placing 
every thing criminal to mine. Needs there any farther 
proof of flagrant corruption ?---Informed as I am, to the 
minuteft particulars, how that fcene of iniquity was 
carried on, I regret that I am obliged to declare from 
whom my intelligence was received; but whatever ] do 
not reveal in thefe Memoirs, will be through want or 
recollection. I fay therefore, that my author, for thofe 
particulars, is the Cuevatrer Du Pucer, the King’s 
Lieutenaut of the Baftile, who was prefent at all thofe 
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vile cabals carried on by the Governor. The indigna- 
tion he conceived in confequence of them, determined 
him to inform me, that I might make my advantage 
of them. Accordingly on a crofs examination with that 
Villette, I made him confefs the matter, and then, ob- 
ferving to him there were, exclufive of the Governor, 
other perfons who prevailed on him to make depofitions 
concerning fuch and: fuch particulars, ‘he had the ho- 
nefty to fay, “© Tt is true, it was thofe two ’Gentle- 
men, pointing at the fame time to the Solicitor and the 
Recorder !---How wonderful the integrity of that Soli- 
citor!---I know not what it brought him in, but the 
fum mutt have been large, if proportioned to the infamy 
he had brought upon himfelf, I fhall return to him 
more than once. I beg permiffion to fay a few words 
concerning ‘poor Oliya. {I fhall firft obferve, that the 
was fo fimple, fo very fimple, that all the wilynefs of 
the de Launay’s (*), of the de Puis de Marcé’s (+), of 
the Fremin’s (+), never could make her fay yes, in- 
ftead of no; black in lieu of white: and indeed for that 
reafon all her depofitions and examinations remained 
buried in the Baftile. She never could be diverted 
irom the native fimplicity of her narrative : ingenuoufly 
relating the adventure of the ereen-arbour, and main- 
taining. to the very laft, the Queen’s being prefent. In 
vain did they obferve to her, that timidity had made 


few 


ter fee one object inftead of another, that fhe might be 
: deceived 
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* Governor of the Battile. ft The: Solicitor. 


deceived through the darknefs of the night: in fhort 
that fhe was pur-blind ; Oliva not apprehending that her 
anfwers were prompted to her; in order to bring her off, 
perfifted ftoutly, and her jaft word was: “ I am very 
certain that I both faw and heard the Queen, and that 
& fhe fpoke to me.” It muft be readily conceived that 
when they came to confront her with me; they fpared no 
pains to bias her ; there was no poffibility of burying 
the words fhe fpoke before me, as the interrogatories 
might be: for that reafon they dreaded to let her fpeak. 
‘To obviate this pofitive inconvenience, the Solicitor 
thought to furmount the difficulty, by putting the quef- 
tions to her, in fuch a manner, that fhe had nothing to 
do, but anfwer by a mere negative or affirmative. I did 
not let that efcape me, but defired Mr. Dupuis de 
Marcé «to fuffer her to fpeak, and not to be her mouth- 
& piece.” (a trivial expreflion, which occurred to me 
iknow not how) He blufhed---was ftung with rage--- 
and getting up like a demoniac, put an end to the fef- 
fion |!!! Apropos, of this fefion fo haftily put an end 
to, it is now time for obferving, that he never did other- 
wife, but, daily, had recourfe to that artifice. W hen- 
ever the Cardinal was vn a dilemma; ‘and that the Wor- 
thy Solicitor, or the Recorder Fremin, could not by 
their fignificant looks and glances; either filence him, or 
fuggeft his anfwers, they immediately quitted their feats 5 
at other times, when they law me grow warm, ‘and ap- 
pear ready to convit the Cardinal by fome uniarifwer- 
able argument, they would footh mé, would affect to 
pacify me, to make me lofe the thread of my difcourfe ; 
which I could not recover again, either becaufe the 

kh 2 flurry 


a ee RE ie 


‘aX E: : : 'e a 


“Altar of facrifice.” 

that thofe vile men pr 
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flurry of my fpirits threw my ideas into confufion, 6r 
that they did not allow me leifure to recolleé& mytfelf,--- 
The cafe was not th; 


he fame in refpe& to the Cardinal ; 
they would ftop him fhort in the midd 


I have often feen the So] 
min, as rec 


le of a fentence. 
Icitor, and the Recorder Fre- 
l as fire, rife up with emotion, and fay to the 
Cardinal, « Hold your tongue---you have no me- 
‘““ mory---you are contradicting what you depofed on 
“* fuch a day.”. "Thofe gentlemen had {till another re 
fource. Whatever was faid in favour of the Cardinal 
was Committed to writing with incredible eagernefs 
punctuality; but jf they came 
tended, the leaft in the worlc 
forced to exert m 


) 
and 
CO any circumftance that 
to expofe him, I was 
ylelf; even paffionately, 
the Recorder take it down, who {till found Ways to baf- 
fleme. It isa fact, that upon a fecond perufal of the 
depofitions, or perfonal examinations before each other, 
of the preceding day, I feveral times perceived tl 
be altered; and obtaining no re 


to make 


1emM to 
drefs when I made men- 
tion of it, I frequently arofe and declared «© [ would 
“* attend no more, and that fince thofe gentlemen were 
““ bent upon finding me guilty, they might as well pafs 
“< judgment on me unheard, my prefence being ufe- 
“ti lehen? 


At one time I held my refolution for 
nor could be prevailed> y 


tions on all hands, to 


a whole week, 
pon, but by Prefiing folicita- 
return to what I called the 
It was in thefe {fcenes 0 
efumed to call me a4 “ wicked qo. 
am indebted to them for 


a name, which 
arifing from their conduct, has too often at- 


tached 


f iniquity 
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tached to me. Surely that epithet muft revert to my 
accufers, to thofe who not content with all the prevarica- 
tions and artifices I have been difclofing, had moreover 
the. villainy to alter and interpolate the -records, by add~ 
ing or {uppreffing on their ftamped paper, as beft fuited 
their purpofes; by omitting what operated againft them, 
or by introducing fpeeches that were never {fpoken. J 


once very diftinétly overheard the hone Dupuis de> 


Marcé fay to the Recorder, “ Set your lines a little 
wider from one another.” Another legerdemain trick J 
beg leave to expofe: I had one day ftoutly infifted on 
fomething confequential, that had dropped ftom the 
Cardinal, being taken down. The Recorder an{wering, 
“© be had no room left, but would add it on the next leaf,” 
T would not leave him till he had noted jt in the mar- 
ein, (*)} which he did; ‘but they took care that day, 
not to require my fignature to it. Two days afterwards 
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* The Cardinal having miaintained on feveral occa- 
fions, that he ufed to fend me by his Swif porter and 
his valet de chambre four, five and Aix louis dors in 
cards. Being one day terrified with the ruftling I occa- 
fioned by various papers I had in my pocket, and_un- 
mindful of his former depofitions ; he faid he was fure 
[ had received at tewo inftallments, FIVE HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND Livres which had been placed: in the hands of his 
notary. I permitted him to proceed to the end; not 
failing. afterwards to make him obferve the contradic- 
tion ; pointing out to him, that fince he was {ure, I had 

received 
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I was prefented with a paper to fign, at the fame time 
with the examination of the day ; on my perufing which; 
I difcovered it was the very fame, on which I had caufed 
a note to be fet down in the margin; but that note was 
no longer to be found there. I exclaimed againft fuch 
a piece of perfidioufnels ; I was anfwered with prevari- 
cating arguments, and the note was not reftored. 
Another day I was in reality ‘‘ wicked” as thofe gen- 
try were pleafed to call me. They confronted me with 
Caglioftro, and that Mountebank, as rude ashe is 
fhamelefs, took the liberty to treat me with unbecoming 
language, which proved wonderfully entertaining to Mr. 
Dupuis de Marcé. I quickly put an end to the feene, 
by---throwing a candleftick at the guacr’s head; and 
turning towards Monfieur the Solicitor, I told him, that 
if he had an inclination to heighten the denouement of the 
farce, I requefted he would fupply me with a broom- 
ftick. It was on that occafion I difcovered a frefh piece 
of villainy inthe junto.. Caglioftre enraged and foaming 


S 
at the mouth, faid to me---‘* He will eome, thy Villette, 
«he will come; it is he that will fpeak.’----- From 
what did he know that? eee How.did he know it ?-+--+ 
Why did heknow it ?----It. was then the time for in- 

téerro- 


received five buttdred thoufand livres, it was not probable 
he fhould repeatedly have fent me jive or fix louis. | 
compelled the Recorder to write down that depofition ; 
on his reprefenting he had no more room, .and that he 
would add it next time, I caufed it to be put in the 
marein. 
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terrogatories and examinations----I faw no foul living, 
and that! knave Caglioftro knew every thing! Can there 
be amore ftriking proof of the: fcandalous confederacy 
that reigned between’the accufed, the profecutors, the 
evidences and the judges? (*) 

I know 


* My rencounter with Caglioftro originated from a 


eircumftance rather ludicrous. He obftinately denied 
the cabaliftic f{cenes a¢ted at the Cardinal’s, particularly 
the one in which HE HAD CAUSED MY NIECE TO SEE 
THE’ ‘QUEEN IN “A BOTTLE, ACCOMPANIED BY THE 
Granp Copyti, AND THE ANGEL MiIcHAEL, wHO 
WERE DECLARING TO HER MayEsty SHE SHOULD BE 
DELIVERED OF A MALE CHILD, &c. On that occafion, 
as I had feen the letter No. XXXII, I told him, 1 
knew how much the Queen defpifed him, that fhe 
called him a meer mountebank, an impoftor, in fhort 
T acquainted him with thofe terms of difdain, in which 
fhe had refufed the Cardinal her confent to fee Cag- 
lioftro.---- apropos,” faid I to‘him, “ Grand Cophti, 
«¢ has your Ene yer produced its effect? If it has fo much 
“ efficacy, why don’t you ufe it to get out of this 
« place?” It was’ on that account he flew into a rage, 
and talked to me impertinently. The Solicitor afked 
what the purport of that prayer was; but as I had 
already entertained him fufficiently, I did not think pro- 
per to afford him farther fatisfaction: I anfwered, that 
Cagliottro perfectly underftood me, a and that was fuffi- 
cient; but I will fhew more comp slaifance to the public. 
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Y know not whither my recollection would carry me, 
were I to yield to all the fuggeftions, with which my 
mind is full. At the prefent moment, when I am fen- 
fible I muft have exceedingly wearied the reader with 
the dull details of fo complicated an examination; I fee 


myfelf 
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ne truth is, that at the period when’the Queen wrote 
to the Cardinal, the fubjoined letters in which fhe com- 
plained of the “ vexatious behaviour of the Polignacs,. 
oe.” Caglioftro, whom he confulted, if hés fingers did 
ut ache, told» him, ‘* he had a fecret for getting rid 
‘ of people who gave umbrage;” and at the fame time 
““ pave him two -prayers with the manner: of ufing 
“ them.” The Prince’s firft care was to fend them to 
the Queen, recommending to her the ufe of them, and 
to put faith in them. As I had the charge of delivering 
thofe precious amulets, the Qbea imparted them to me 
1a a loud fit of laughter, and afked whether the Cardi- 
nal was going out of his wits, or if he took her for a 
fimpleton? I do not remember the very words of thofe 
prayers, but perfectly well their ufe.. One was to be 
applied below the left breaft, the other in the pocket on 
the fame fide, and when the Queen had a mind to 
make any one fall at her feet, fhe needed only to place 
her two hands on the two prayers while fhe recited them, 
at that inftant all were to be proftrate, all were to be 
at her command, and perform her will:----a circum- 
{tance which, after exciting her mirth, made the Queen. 
fay to me: “ I may very likely make trial of it.” 
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1 a croud of perverfe witnefies, 
raceful it may be to en feem to 
olicit a little corner in my memoltrs. 

I cannot withftand the tempration of faying a word, 
concerning the part affigned to the Quezn Dowacer, 
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the immaculate Du Barre of monaftic memory. The 
evidence of that woman fet forth, that I had been at he 
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noule: to iolcit é7 pi oteétion ! and that I had |] tert: Wit th 
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her a memorial fioned Mary Antoinette de Franc the 
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face 


is, that I only went to her houfe out of curiof ie 
tips 


4A id 


in a good coach and four, that at that period I ft {6 


uh 


little in need of her protection, that their Royal riers 
Mapams. and Mapame Countess D’ Axrors, had taken 
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me under theirs. Upon her fignifying to me; that fhe 
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thought the branch of Vaztors had been extinct; 1 gave 
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her a men which was annexed my genealogy, 
fiened “ Mary Antony D’OzIrER DE. SERIGNY, 
JUDGE OF THE NOBILITY OF France.” This fhe was 
pleafed to transform into “Mary ANTOINETTE OF 
« France,” faying, that that was my ugnature. When 
the was confronted with me, fhe took it into her head 


ro affame towards mean air of haughtinefs and info- 


wi 


lence. I haftened to fet her in her proper place, by 
making her fenGible of the diftance between her birth and 


mine; upon which fhe riéd out, ‘ - is hie hard I 


- . ° 3 ; A wi } a al fas _ < 
The Solicitor then, faid to’ her, loud enough for me to 
‘ a ’ a 2 mo 4 4 2 rahe | 
hea¥ him, * Well well, Macamy; never mind, you will 


t 
it 


— 


fhortly be revenged. Hence it is plain the fcheme o 
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thofe eentry was no :ecret. 
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I afk Madame du Barry’s paraon, if 1 name; her with 
pris, a Re company: but invtruth. «withAue..f ae 
juch bad. company; but in. truth pe oes affect 
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tne name O! De Drupniere; IS thal whic *h occurs next inn 


Wark 
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mediately after hers, 


That exempt of the police depofed, “ that he had 
‘ feen in the hands of (whofe name I do not 
** call to miind). fome diamo which the Sieur Vil- 
“ lette had carried ‘to hint for fale, and which were, he 
“«« faid, at leaft as larze as bis thumb!” - Take notice, 
that the Sieur Brueniere’s thumb is as broad a a nal 


crown piece! thofe are the very diamonds that were fo 
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livres. The bonef Ve brugnicere was convicted, + by the 
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diamonds, and thofe of my ht band, there had been one 


required of my waiting woman, heping it would differ 
from mine.~ The Solicitor vexed to fee them tally fo 
well, fought, artfully, to make her magnify the fize of 
feveral diamonds, belonging to my hufband; but the, 


acting on principles of honefty, which the exempt of the 
a 


police was not mafter of, refu ae compliance, and de- 


tcribed all our jewels as they rea lly were. 
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To thofe I have mentioned le 


me add another ho- 
neft man! Regnier, my own jeweller, had been brou ieht 


over to give in a Jitt of diamonds bought of me, which 
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he had valued at a arge amount. See ing through 
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the knavery of it, -] ae ed his books to be produced, 
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never could obtain 
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part of thefe Memoirs, has, as well as the Capuchin 
c 
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WDermot, given in a very 
tured by the lawyer Target, win h ‘was 


ch ‘wa 
ing, and difcovered-a greate - degree ol PeteG ion. Gre- 


nier ig a man of very circumfcribed intellects, and by no. 


means equal to the producing of fo well written a per- 
frmance. _ It laboured efpecially to prove t that I had told 
him-I was accuftomed to fee the Queen; and that, while 
in my bath, I had fhewn him letters, which | faid I had 
ceived. from her Majetty, directed << tg my coufin thé 
Countefs de Valois.” Whata piece of abfurdity ! 

La Porte’s evidence except in a few inftances is exactly 
the fame. Baron de Planta, in o1 ‘der to prove alfo that I 
vifited the Queen, faid, he accompanied me as far as her 
Mipieltys s apartment, that he waited for me at the bot- 
rom of the back ftdirs, whence he faw me come out; 


« added, that he had k nowlege of fev ral co 
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fums, I had received from her Majefty. I took care 


not to make any comments on tne Baron’s depofition, 


who did not pe erceive that it f flatly co sntradiéted what the 
Cardinal had depoted., The Solicitor and the Recorder 


that my memory was not more 


tenacious than that of the Baron, but when they faw 


that in fpite of he reprefentations, I infifted all he had. 
I ) , 


faid fhould be taken down in w rriting, then it was they 
railed aber the Baron, and refufed me the {atisfaction 
I required. Incenfed at this behaviour, I withdrew in 
a rage, faying, that fince they were determined at ail 
| to find. me guilty, they might as well condemn 
me unheard; that moft afluredly, they fhould fee me 


no more. - I above relatec 1 the Governor’s promifes and 
Kip 2 foli- 
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Of the whole body of witneffes, that were collected 


together againit me, none, [except the Sieur de Vil- 
Jette, who accufed me of prevailing on him to fign Mary 
fintoinette of France, of ,which I have related the 
particulars) pretended to have any of the necklace; 
why therefore. was I condemned as having ftolen it? 
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What proois were there to maintain iucli 
~ 


---none. Mr. St. James, whofe ie contained 
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very po inted facts, and Bohemer, were two dreadful 


evidences againft the Cardinal. It was given out that 
one was a fool, who did not know what he was faying; 


the other deaf, and had mifunderftood one thing for 


another; yet the Cardinal fhewed thofe two individuals 
om the Queen, and 
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(who.gave evidence of it) letters fre 
faid he had feen in her’ Majefty’s hands six HUNDRED 
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fo me, to be fold for his emolument; and that I had 
Ca ie K, 


p paid him the price aruing f-om the fale. Add to thofe 


two declarations, that of the Capuchin M‘Dermot, and 


they contain the entire fubltance of the suftificatory 
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I have declared my apprehenfions of never coming 
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« dear Countelé, believe méy fpeak ithe truth; it istl 
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“ only way you have ‘to fave yourtelt; Wwe nave Un~ 
a o rd 


« doubted proof, that you ufed to fee the Queen; why 
« will you not confefs it? Be convinced therefore, that 
cc what I fay is for your good.”=--My couniel an d every 
perfon about-me, had fo terri fied me, and at the fame 

time perfuaded me, I ought asove all, to avoid uttering 
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had the weaknefs to yield an 


the Queen's name, that 
implicit compliance to distr eaten 

As to Mademoifelle Dorvat, fhortly after my misfor- 
funes commenced; fhe was fent out of the way, to the 
fartheft part of a diftant province. Suc ch is the reward 
beftowed by thé Queen, on nerfons the moft intimately 
connected with her. 

I will fave the reader the relation of a greater num- 
ber, of the like particulars, which might prove tire- 
fome, without any of them “feparately taken appearing 
a fuficient means of conviction, It would be very 


difficult 
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difficule for me. to diffufe a clear and intelligent light, 
that could pervade through a heap of intrigues, which 
fo many powerful and complicated interefts, ferved to 
render a mats of confufion; but the attentive and impar- 
tial reader will difcover, inthe artlefs fimplicity of my 
narrative, the leading truths, which have been attempt- 
ed to be obfcured, and enveloped in darknefs. Such 
readers will perceive, that if I am compelled to bring 
forward circumftances, which appear fo ftrange and unac- 
countable, that they muft be thought to run counter to all 
probability ; yet what they have-previoufly had exhibited 
to thern, was equally extraordinary, and more unaccount- 
able. Who has yet been, or perhaps ever would be 
able to penetrate into this labyrinth of intrigue, had I 
not removed the cloud of obfcurity with which it wa 

enveloped, and produced a clue to trace the paths of in- 
tricacy, which lead to its inmoft recefs? 

How 1s it poffible'to reconcile the certainty of the 
very fecret and very intimate connexion which fubfifted be-. 
tween the Queen and the Cardinal; with the refolution, 
fuddenly taken, of bringing him’to the {caffold?---How 
would it be fuppofed that the Cardinal could be fo fim- 
ply weak, fo much a dupe, to a woman like me; to 
have been guilty of fuch a number of fenfelefs, mean, 
inconfiftent ‘fol lies, as he has been charged with, in or- 
der to exculpate himteif, and criminate me. What con- 
ftruétion can be put upon the romantic adventure of the 
girl Oliva; the ufe made of the forged fignature; the 
abfolute dimronestice: of the principal parts of the fa- 
mous necklace; and the ftrange manner in which the 
Queen is involved in both adventures? In fhort how 
can it be thought natural, that having firft been kindly 
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countenanced by the {miles of Majefty, afterwards ar- 
refted, but treated with particular caution throughout the 
whole legal procedure, alternately praétifed upon by 
promifes and threats; that I fhould, in the end, prove 
the only victim, feleéted from a number, who were ac- 
cufed, to be given up to the feverity of juftice ; and, am] 
doomied to fay it, that the hand of the executioner fhould 
be the remuneration for that filence, fo ftrongly recom- 
commended to me? 

I have produced the . key which unqueftionably 
folves thefe anigmas, it is the real, fince it is’ the only 
one, and it is impoffible to find another. There could 
not exift fuch extreme perverfenefs without fome power- 
ful motives, fuch violent party intrigues, without un- 
common caufes. Ihave made apparent thofe motives 
and thofe caufes, by barely relating my hiftory ; and un- 
filled in the method of giving a polifhed glofs to proofs, 
[ truft to the imprefiion, which the perulal of my plain 
and fimple narrative, may produce in unpreyudiced minds. 

The evil which may enfue, muft reft on thofe 
who have compelled me. fer the prefervation of my ho- 
nour, to produce perfons and eureumftances in their na- 
tive. form and.colour. I wifh te were in my power to 
excufe, what Ihave been under a neceffity to reveal. |} 
ana far from thinking, that the. auguft Princefs, whofe 
victim [ am. become, would have doomed me to the- 
infamous treatment I have undergone, or that, from 
her own will,-; fhe would ever have proceeded to the ex- 
tremities into, which ja;¢hain of conewrring circumftances 
neceflarily dréw.-her, . Let what my pen has dropped, 
without.method, zipemthe paper; be collected together 
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and placed in order, and it will be feen, that notwith- 
{tanding the diforder of my ideas, and artleffnefs of my 
manner, the origin of that feries of events may be 
traced, and caufes be difcovered from the effects they 
have produced. It has been feen, that born of the blood 
of the Vatois; poor, proud and ambitious, I blindly gave 
myfelf up to every means of obtaining the fupport 1 
hoped for; that my intimate acquaintance with the Car- 
dinal de Rohan, the man the beft fuited to ferve my 
views, foon led me on to an intimacy of another kind 
with the Queen: that the Cardinal, long fince aiming at 
minifterial omnipotence; imagined from my intimacy 
with the Queen, I fhould prove a medium, by which 
he would obtain the fruition of his wifhes, and. conci- 
liate all differences which fubfifted, from the recollec- 
tion of thofe indifcretions, that had drawn upon him the 
frowns of Majefty. It has alfo been feen, that he did 
not depend folely on that fupport; that the politics of 
the Emperor, with whom he had kept up an intercourfe, 
were coincident with his views ; but by what means | am 
at a lofs to conjecture, unlefs by his inducing the Em- 
peror to believe he could be very ufeful to him; if 
his Imperial Majefty would affift him in procuring for 
him the reins of government. It has further been 
feen, that the Queen, from an unjuftifiable  partia- 
lity and attention to her brother’s interefts, concluded 
fhe ought to facrifice her refentment againft the Car- 
dinal, to the profecution of every plan tor the promo- 
tion of their interefts; and. even cherifhed this unpar- 
donable crime to fuch an excefs; as fo receive to her 
avms the man whom fhe had, in her mind, previoufly 
intended to decapitate, as unrelentingly, as fhe has fince 
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carried on the fhocking profecution, aimed at ‘his life; 
the whole weight of which, and its horrid confequences, 
have artfully been contrived to be thé lot of female 
weaknefs, of the unhappy Varors pz ta Morte. 

The reader muft have noticd that the Cardinal, « ruined” 
(asa creature of the Queen’s obferved) both in a moral 
“ and phyfical view,” adding to his other faults an unpar- 
donable indifcretion, that of proclaiming every where 
thofe fecret interviews of gallantry, which men of honour 
ever hold facred; and even fpeaking in terms of regret 
of the moments in which he was ind lged with favours 
of fo peculiar and tender a nature, by relating to me, 
to the Prince of Soubife, the Duke of Lauzun, the 
Prince of Luxumbourg, the Princefs de Guémeneé, 
Madam de Brionne, the Baron de Planta, to the Jewel- 
Jers, and to twenty other people, how, when and in 
what manner he had thofe marks of favour conferred upon 
him at Trianon, and this to fome perfons, accompanied 
with the moft indelicate and fhameful anecdotes of the 
conduct of himfelf and his friend, counfellor and chymift 
Cactiosrro. In fhort, all thofe monftrous reports hav- 
ing reached the Queen’s ear, a very fhort time after the 
delivery of the necklace, his ruin was irrevocably doom- 
ed, and, indeed, was a circumftance at which no perfon 
feemed furprifed. But what would appear aftonifhing be- 
yond meafure, in a private individual was, that the Queen, 
before fhe took any fteps towards her revenge, did not 
return the necklace. ‘The aftonifhment, I conféfs, is 
natural, but her prudence is on’a parallel with her fen- 
fibility, her partialities, her affections ; a mind for ever 
wavering; without confideration, without ftability. 

It 
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it may be recollected, that the Queen was taken by 
furprize, when the Baron de Breteuil, having wrefted 
the fecret from the Jewellers, made a merit of impart- 
‘ing his difcoveries to her Majefty; who, in that mo- 
ment, exclaimed, “ [never heard a fyllable of that neck- 
“© Jace.’---Jt is not aftonifhing, that fhe fhould think 
herfelf bound to abide by that falfe affertion. The an- 
{wer of the Cardinal, on the fame. fubject, was very 
fimilar; who, at the moment, when overawed by the 
prefence of Majefty, alfo exclaimed---“ I have been de- 
<< ceived.” We could never afterwards affert any thing 
of’a different tendency; fo that thofe two affertions, 
however inconfiderately made, equally concurred in 
giving credit to the charge which was brought aegaintt 
me.(*) But, if the alledged zheft had been proved, as 
any perfon unacquainted with the facts would be tempted 
to 


* The Cardinal found no other way to extricate him- 
felf, but by accufing me of having ftolen the necklace; 
had he been convinced that there was a fhadow of 
truth in his-malicious charge, he could have exprefled 
nothing but contempt and indignation for me; that he 
held, apparently, fentiments of a different nature, I am 
about to prove. I have already faid, that Abbé Le- , 
quelle was commiffioned by him to vifit me every day, 
and enquire after my health, and to explain to me the 
reafons that compelled him to be my accufer; as he 
could not introduce the Queen in this myfterious ‘ fcene, 
without expofing himfelf to the chance of having had ad- 
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to believe,, fince I have undergone the punifhment due 
co fuch a.crime; why then was fo much gold, fo many 
favours lavifhed away, to prevent my innocence from 
being proved ? Why that fubornation of witneffes, who, 
inftead of being committed, fome to the houfe of cor- 
rection, others to the galleys, according to their differ- 
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niftered to him, a mefs of Ver/ailles foup,*or perhaps fome- 
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thing worfe---*‘ Imagine to ees faid he, “ thataif 


ut 
Oo 
< it were proved the Cardinal had been on fuch fecret 
“< terms of intimacy with the Queen; he would firft be 
** tortured, and afterwards lofe his head on a {caffold 
Re es 
Qa firft interview, in prefence of the Solicitor and 
e Recorder, has fomething remarkable in it, and will 
ae the Reader to judge, whether the Cardinal thought 
me guilty or not: When I entered the Council-cham- 
ber, he came up to me, took me by the hand, and faid, 
“Good morrow, Lady Countefs, how fares it with you?” 
‘Then joining his hands, and lifting them towards Hea- 
ven, he exclaimed, ** 4b! how unfortunate we are!’--- 
Several times after the feflions were ended, the Cardinal 
went afide with me, from thofe gentlemen, to converfe 
privately. The Chevalier Dupujet, the King’s Lieute- 
nant of the Baftile, having perceived us thus in clofe con- 
ference, upon opening of the door, fignified to me his 
altonifhment at it. He will not be backward (in cafe 
thofe gentry fhould chufe to deny it) to relate the cir- 
cumftance. 


* A dofe of poifon. 
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ent déferts, have been carefled, rewarded, provided for, 
and protected? Wherefore that connivance, fully prov- 
ed, between one party accufed, the: accufers, the wit- 
nefles and the judges? Six of us were equally in- 
volved in the accufation; why, out of thofe fix indivi- 
duals, more or lefs guilty, is the Counte/s de-la Motte 
alone judged to be fo, alone condemned: to punifhment ? 
I flatter myfelf, that every body will anfwer, in my be- 
half--- Becaufe the profecution. really exifted between 
the Qyeen and the Cardinal only; and that I having had 
the fatal misfortune of being their'confidant, they refpec- 
tively found it their intereft to make me the facrifice, in 
der to preferve themfelves.”. ‘ J don’t know that wo-~ 

© man Dela Motte,” faid the Queen, “ That woman De 
&* Ja Motte bas deceived me,” faid the Cardinal, and. the 
obfequious herd, implicitly obedient, became the lying 
echo’s of the Queen, and of the Cardinal, as their va- 
rious interefts directed the found.---One queftion more--- 
If the Quieen never knew me, and if I deceived the Cardinal, 
why was fuch particular caution ufed, never to have the 
Queen’s name uttered in the courfe of the proceedings ? 
and why, when after it was decreed, that the bufinefs 
was 


parental as eh le a RN er 


cumftance. On Slee acnaons Mr. Dupuis de Marcé 
caught us making mutual figns to each other; and as he 

pg oe to the sea i final, fuch behaviour was repre- 
h cnfible, and no. ways confonant cto his affertions; the 
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r 


See He. tO: Von 
ty 1ves GI his Ccon- 


derftand, by winks and neds, the mot 
{traint, 


‘aN ; ae F 


[ tas a 


was to be rehewed,’ a new trial to take place, arid a com 
plaint to be preferred againft the Cardinal, by the At- 
torney General, for an’ attempt made on her Majefty--- 
wherefore, } fay, did the Queen récede ?+--Wherefore had 
fhe the littlenefs to fay, on fuch an occafion, where her 
honour was fo intimately concerned, that fhe would 
confine herfelf ‘to divefting the Cardinal of his ribband, 
his offices, and his liberty ? It was, becaufe fhe could noi 
take away bis-life: becaufe the dared not attempt it: it 
was, becaufe, all the’ villainies, which will only be 
brought to light, at the moment thefe memoirs appear 
before the public, would have been divulged by bringing 
on that fécond trial. It was not! in order:to prevent its 
being proved, that I bad deceived the Cardinal, that the 
Queen quafhed the fecond irnpeachment; it was tod 
conceal her own’ intrigues with the Cardinal and me; 
that fhe bemeaned herfelf fo far, as to decline the inter- 
ference of the Courts of Juftice. Now, if from thefe 
circumftances, the “natural inference is drawn, that the 
more the Queen infifted on not knowing me,’ the more 
manifeft it appears that I aétually “knew ber; from the 
moment that this Royal falfhood is afcertained; that, 
which the Cardinal was guilty of, when he faid, that I 
had “ deceived him,” becomes ftill more apparent; and 
it muft plainly appear, that 1. have had inflicted on 
me, the punifhment of a pretended crime, which the ar~ 
tifices and power of my adverfaries procured me to be 
convicted of; in order, if poffible, to obliterate the 
traces of crimes, of which they had aéually been 
the perpetrators. 
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to recompence me, W 


royalty, which could poffibly make me eke amends ? 
Could fhe efface thofe horrid recollections, which mutt, 
during my life, inevicably occur---could her utmoft 
munificence remove from n y “ minds eye,” by ee 
by night, nay almoft every inftant of ny wretche 

exiftence, the hideous picture of the minifter . 
her revenge! I may, however, be .miftaken ; per- 
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than the mode in which they executed them. 
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me between the prifon doors; but the monfters were 
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which I daily fee the approach. From the confe 
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of being crufhed, as it were, under a prefs, between the 


‘matiy doors of my fain manfion, fuddenly and vio- 


lently clofed upon me, by the unfeeling and favagei fero- 
city of my jailors; I ftill drag on, in the midft of conti- 
nual pain, a titea exiftence, to which I have incef- 


uy wifhed that Providence had put a period. Never 


re 1, however, indulged that with fo ardently as at 


this day, at the moment I conceive mytfelf avenged ;--- 
H 5 a 
yes | now fhall die in peace---nay I could receive the 
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moirs, has, in any manner, ferved to eradicate thofe 
-atheNane which my filence has too long fuffered to 
take root ;---how would that pleafure be enhanced, with 


what rapture would my foul flit to the regions of eternal 
suftice and mercy, if my unhappy fa related with the 


trictelt regard to truth, fhould have eee the tear 
to fall from the eye of fenfibility ; fhould have created 
for me, one pitying pang from the feeling heart; and 
produced a a figh from thofe, to whom I was once en- 
deared by every focial tye. 

All I have now left to do, is to form my accents by 
thofe of the Royal prophet; to direst to my fover eign, 
the humble fupplication which David addreffed to God, 
and to fay with hands uplifted towards him: 


Cyl 7 4 y 
¢ From the dept bi oF te aby/s I bave raifea my cry unto thee ; 
O my King, my King, gracioufly hear my voice!” 


Yes, humane fovereign! righteous monarch! -patri- 
otic prince! turn afide your attention for an inftant, 
from the immenfe concerns which claim and urge it; 
your people will forget a momentary abfence in con- 
fideration of the motive: deign to beftow one gracious 
thought, honour with one condefcending look, the 
moft unfertunate of your fubjeéts. She has a claim 
to your commiferation, Sire, from the very reafon that 
people have fought, have found fuccefsful methods to 
debar her from it. ae Majefty. has long been unin- 
formed, but muft now at length be made acquainted 
with the infidious contrivances which have been prac- 

tifed 


ea MIA y% . /' - _ ww 


[ 259 |] 


-d, to conceal from you the knowledge of thofe dread- 
fal truths contained in thefe Mernioirs. 

I am not ignorant, that at the period of the minifterial 
examinations, your Mayefty vouchfafed to command 
that all the records of the proceedings and depofitions, 
fhould be laid before your royal prefence ; had thefe 

ommands been faithfully fulfilled, I had been faved; 
my innocence ha ad been victorious. But what, Sire, has 
been the conduct of my enemies ? eo who alas, is the 
female enemy who takes precedence of them all!) they 
pretended, that the esesind ages blotted and disfi- 
gured, were not fit to be prefented t » the eyes of ma- 
jefty, and then fabftituted for them, copies, in which the 


(ets were fallely ftated, apparent proofs of my guilt 


were adduced, and even a fictitious confeffion of it was 
dded to the lying fcroll; in which was forged fuch in- 


decent, fuch difhoneft, fuch fhocking expreffions, faid 
t peneye proceeded from me, that, after perufing part of 

em, your aoranes {pitting upon thofe fuppofititious 
icon faid, “ Fy uPoN THE FILTHY CREA’ ‘URE ! 
é¢ ]’LE READ NO MORE OF IT.” 

© Sire! can the moft juft of King’s, thus permit the 
deemion of bee to compel an aé& of injuftice, fo fo- 
reign to his native benevolence? But, Sire, you; in 

yur wifdom well know, that it 1s not the firft time, the 
agliey of princes has been iacneat on. Had not the 
knowledge of all the faéts that muft have concurred to 
prove my innocence, been fe ae from your Mayelty ; 
-f even the Minifter, who in thofe detefted times, en- 
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Arripavir or Mrs. Cosra. 
MIDDLESEX, Loudon, December 9, 1788. 
TO WIT. 
{, the under-written Benjamina Cofta, depofe and 


affert as follows: That on the third of April, 1786, 1 de- 
parted from Edinbureh, in caus to deliver at Paris, 


ba) 


packet of letters and papers from Count de la Motte, 
to a lawyer of the name of Doillot: that after perform- 


t 


ing the faid commiffion, I took my way back to Eng- 


land, with the afo sty lawyer’s aniwer to the Count: 


that at the town of Aire, in Artois, I was taken up by 
people difpatched after me from the police at Paris, and 
carried back to the Baftile alle after two days con- 
finement, I was taken out and carried before the Baron 
de Breteuil, one of the eis of State, who told me 
he had received a letter from my hufband, * who,” he 
added, “has great confidence in you;” then referred 
me to the Lieutenant of the Police, who was to give 
me one hundred louis d’ors, which the latter accord- 
ingly did, after taking, in my prefence, a copy of the 
letter which I had from Mr. Doillot the lawyer, in an- 


fwer to Count de la Motte : that I was then difmiffed 
under the efcort of Bailiffs of the Police, who took me 


poit down to Calais, bite I paffed the fea, and on my 
arrival in London I had an audience of Count d’Adhe- 
mar, to whom the Police at Paris had referred me for 
my inftructions. His Excellency bid me tell my hufband 
to take a houfe near Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, to facilitate 
the conveying off the Count de Ja Motte, and that my 
fortune fhould be made; adding that d’Arragon fhould 
fet out next day for Newcaftle, Being myfelf arrived 
there, I heard from my hufband, that he had received, 
one thoufand guineas from the Secretary d’Arragon, of 


which 
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AFFIDAVIT OF Mrs, Costa. 


the amount of nine hundred 


igeaeoy CT He PRE LAS Se SUS eee Lae Pup poe 2 c . 
ana forry Guineas in my huiband's pouenion, uuxty gul- 


¢ 1 Tale" L } “ 
neas having been defalcated by the faid d’Arragon for 
7 +4 ct. ryt joe fe 
nis own ule. “nat my faid hufband informed me he was 


to.receive moreover, ten thoufand pounds fterling, for 
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Minifiry, the Sieur d’Arragon refervine to himfelf alfo 


one Titi part of tne laid lumi tnat ny hufbanc nad 


been folreited by-the {aid d’ Arrac i tard Bats ae l 
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farsour, the Captain of wnich was one Surbois, an ex- 


Daw 


emptotthe French Police; that my hufband abfolutely 


gectined aaminiitering the draucnt contained in the 
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one ducovered to Count de la Motte of the whole ma- 
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Mr. Cotta fhould 


fered him to aét as if 
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in concert with the people fent to Beier the Count ; 


eo Fad 1° 1 on 


in .confequence of which we all came up ¢t ogetner to 
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London, where my hufba Bf had a meeting in a hack- 


7 1 ¥> ql ey os aes ™ ~ + 
ney coach, with Count d’Adhemar, and. his Secretary 
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a “Arragon, apparently on the fubject of betraying’ th 


Count de la Motte: In witnefs whereof 1 have fiened 
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No. I. 
JUPATELCAT TORY PIECES. 


MEM oO R Lt A Io. 
Concerning the Houfe of Saint Remy de Valois, Sprung from 


the natural fon, whom Henry the Second, King of France, oe . A fp 
10Uu/€ dé Of 


_ had by Nicole de Savigny, Lady and Baronefs de St. Remy. Rony ie Vax 


a 


i ENRY the Second, King of France had by (4) lois. 


Argent with 


Nicole de Savigny, Henry de Saint Remy, that 4/¢/ eure, 
charged with 


follows. The faid Nicole de Savieny, ftyled High and sorce flowerde 


| Puiffant Lady, Lady of Saint Remy, Fontelle du Cha-/#es or. 


tellier and Lie rine John de Ville, Knight of the 


: ; c 
| King’s Order, and made her laft will on the roth of 


| January 1590, in which fl 


- 


/ e eZ b ite iG 
| fhe had received in 1¢°8,; 


| Bsioht of t 


1 
| y dand haa A 1 i Henr 
King Henry the Second had made a donation to Henry 


L = hay apt 
Monfieur, his fon, the fum of 30,000 « 


=. 


rowns fol, which 


2% 


Henry de eet Remy, called Henry Monfieur, is ftyled II. Drenes. 


> Ff, uy L Tea 
High sikh TE fant Lord, Knight, Lord’of the Manors, *2“"# Pre 
* nitor. 
J Px : 
and Baron du an atellier, Fontette, Noez and Beauvoir, 


ne. King’s Order, oars eman of the Bed- 


§ chamber in ordinary, Colonel of a regiment of horfe, 
fand of foot, and Governor of | Chateau - Villain; 


a EY ae a ae DED ES ¥ 
fmarried by contract October 31, 1 


r of 
Bhs A folic VOl. Ts: Dy = 


“ g2, articled at 
Effoye, in Champaign, Dame Chriftiana de Luz,(+)f{tyled 


——— = 


(=) Ghanalaaiay Hittor 


Hiftory of France, by the Prefident Henault, 3d 


| Edition, in 4to. p. a8 *" 


(+) The two. younger fifters, Marina and Magdalen 


J 


de Luz, were ited the one to Francis de Choifeul 


* A 


Baron 


Oo 


=» 


Ne 


tn Py SPOTS Tit, 
wise 
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oe ww 


ne 


ict of Claud de Frefnay, 


che Kine’s Order; and daugh- 


ter of Hon. James.de Luz, alf Agen of the King’s 
Order, fand of Lady Michelle du Fay, Lord and Lady 
of Bazoilles ; died at Paris on tie 14th of February, 
Sarin and had of his: marriage the fon who follows. 
WI.Decree Renatus de Saint yes {tyled High and Puiffant 
Third Proge- } 


eis ©“ Lord, Knight, Lord and Baron:de Fontette, Gentleman 
in Ordinary to the King’s Bed-chamber, Captain of a 
hundred men «at arms, died March 11, 1663, and had 
married, by articles entered into 3 25, 1646, at 
Efloye, Jacquette Breveau, by whom. amongft others, 
‘he had: the following fon: 

pr VEORES Peter John de Saint Remy Valois, ftyled High and 

Siri ee" Puiffant Lor , Knight, Lord of Fontette, Major of the 


regiment deWachesiiiians horfe, was born September 9, 


Wine and baptized at F Bei, October 12, 1653; 
narried firft to Demoifelle Reine Margaret de Courtois, 
a a fecond time by articles paffed on January 18, 
1673, at Saint Aubin, in the diocefe of Toul, to Demoi- 
felle Mary, de Mullot, daughter of Paul de Mullot, 
Eig. and of Dame Charlotte de Chaflus, died before the 
14th of March, 1714; and of his fecond marriage had 
a fon who follows: | 
Siti Foe, Nicolas Renatus de Saint Remy: de Valois, ftyled 
Knight, Baron of Saint Remy, and Lord of Luz, was 
baptized at Saint Aubin-aux-Auges, in the diocefe of 
Toul, the rath of April,-1678, ferved the King during 
ten years, as garde-du-corps to his Majefty, in the 
Duke de Charoft’s company, quitted the fervice to 


ant nSSnARSRERRnnae eee ee 


$$ ee 


Baron de Ambouville ; and the other to Benja amin de 
Danciere, Lord and Baron of T enance, 


marry 


E73 al 


marry by articles of the 14th of March, 1714, Demoi- 
{elle M fary Elizabeth de Vienne, daughter of Nicolas 
Francis de Vienne, Knight, Lord and Baron of Fontette, 
Noez, &c. Countellor to the King, Prefident, Lieute- 
nant-general in matters both civil and criminal, in the 
Royal analy of Bar-fur-Seine, and of Dame Eliza- 
beth de Merille, died at Fontette on the 3d of OGober, 
1759; and of his marriage had two fons: firft, Peter 
Jicolas Renatus de Saint Remy de Fontette, born 
at Fontette, June 3, 1716, received in 1744 a Gentle- 
man Cadet, inthe regiment of Graffin, where it is af- 
fured he was killed in an engagement againft the King’s 
enemies ; and fecond, James, who follows. 

James de Saint Remy de Valois firft called de Luz, VI-Decrez 
and afterwards de Valois, ftyled, Knight, Baron ae 
Saint Remy, was born at Fontette, December 2.2, 
1717, and baptifed January 1,1718. In his baptifmal 

atteftation, which contains his name and condition, his 
faite thereat prefent, is called and ftyled, “ Meffiré 
** Nicolas Renatus de Saint Remy de Valois; Baron de 
« St. Remy :” and his aunt, who was one of the {pon- 
fors, is therein called ‘* Demoifelle Barbara Therefa, 
daughter of late Meffire Peter Johide Saint Remy de 
Valois.” Both of them figned their names to it, Saint 
Remy de Valois, He efpoufed, in the parifh church 
of St. Martin, at Langres, on the r4th of Auguft, 
1755, Mary Joffel, by whom he already had a fon, who 
follows: and died at the Hotel Dieu, in Paris, February 
16, 1762, according to the regifter of his death, in which 
he is called and ftyled “ James de Valois, Knight, Ba- 
ron de Saint Remy.” 


James 


VilDtersr 


Procreat ing. 


so sphere ee RS an sl fl A 


Pee ey 


James de Saint Rerty de Valois, born February 25, 
1755, and baptized the fame day, in the parochial 


church of St. Pee and St. Paul, inthe city of Langres; 
acknowledged and baptized Na his father and mother in 
the act of their efpoufals of the 14th of Auguft, of the 
fame year. 

Jane de St. Remy de Valois, born at Fontette, July 
223; 1756, 

Mary Anne de Saint Remy de Valois, born alfo at 
Fontette, October 2, 1757. 

We, Anthony Mary d’Ozier de Serigny, Knight, 
Judge at Arms of the Nobility of France, Knight, ho- 
norary Grand Crofs of the Royal Order of St Maurice 
of Sardinia, do certify unto the King, 
facts certified in the above Memorial, by us drawn up 


the truth of the 
from authentic records. In witnefs thereof we have 
figned the prefent certificate, and caufed it to be counter 
hened by our fecretary, who has put to it the feal of our 
arms. Done at Paris, on Monday the 6th day of the 
month of May, inthe year 1776: (figned) 
DE SERIGNY : (lower down) ie Monfieur the ae at 
Arms ie: Nobility of France: Dupiassis, (and 
Sealed. ) 


We, the underfigned Ju idee at Arms of the Nobil lity 


DD’ TA OSIER 


jucmcet 


- 


of France; &c.. do certify that this copy of. the are 
Memorial is conformable to the record preferved in our 
tepofitory of nobility ; in witnefs whereof we have fign= 
ed it, and caufed it to be counter-figned by our Secre- 
tary, who has affixed to it the feal of our arms. Done 
at.Paris, on Thurfday the 13th day of the month of 
October, in the year 1786. Signed D’Hoster pz Sz- 
RIGNY. 


By Monfieur the Judge at Arms of the Nobility 
of France. | Signed Dupxessis. 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


Kin Y “ 
May ol. 21 3 I 7 8 A. ® 


MADAM, 

« THE charming Cotntefs has im- 
parted to me, how much you feemed affected with the 
account fhe gave you of the little fervices I have ren- 
dered her. The concern alone which fhe infpires, in- 
duced me to feize every opportunity of obliging her; 
for certainly I was very far from forefeeing fhe would 
one day be in a Capacity of mentioning me to you, in 
{uch a manner as to remove the evil impreffions which 
my enemies have ever given you of my difpofition. 
Chance has therefore befriended me, more than my 
own endeavours; for you know all the efforts I have 
made to fpeak to you; only for one inftant, without 
ever being able to compafs it. Perfons whom I ima- 
gined my friends, and who were poffefied of your 
confidence, have availed themfelves of the defire I 
had of terminating my difgrace, to make me com- 
mit acts of imprudence, take falfe fteps, and almoft 
furely to work my ruin; and were it not for a circum- 
ftance, as extraordinary as that which this day affords, I 
fhould: always have appeared a. moniter in your eyes, 
without even an opportunity of eftablifhing my innocence. 
But hope begins tg fhine in my heart, and I prefume to 

wae think 


os 


beg 
think you will not difdain to hear me: Let but yor 
beauteous mouth pronounce oa word yes, you will be- 
hold your flave. at your feet, and this day will’be the 
happieft of his life 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL:-TO THE 


“ WITH forrow I am informed, that 
you will not vouchfafe me a private interview, till I 
have produced the moft authentig vee of your having 
been impofed page You require of me, in writing; 


tification, Although 


Aa CrAmMNnenNn 
compen 
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ious plea towards my je 


jul 
h whofe hands it would be 
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iecure or tne perion throug 
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eonveyed to you, 1 mult own, that as yet not knowing 
« mi d 


what degree of confidence you repofe in her, I-would 

not lightly entruft a writing, containing anecdotes in 

which your Majeity fhould be brought in queftion. As 

Y cannot poffibly employ the hand of a third, I owght - 
ter ail 1as befallen me) to be extremely 

cautious. I prefume to believe; that your Majefty will 

not look upon this act of circumfpection as a refufal t 
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a 
wait tor turtner commands, 


say Rice! 


and in is baa G +1. ea 7 Pa RI: ERE ay 
ana If) conicguence or the converlation I have C mad. Wici 
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eat ee 
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tefs (which fhe will impart to you) I hope, that in 

ardar XxX \ S 7d Baie rat a 7 2 = r aa eta Vaneca 
order to avoid any thing’s falling into unfaithful hands, 


you will permit me to lay before you, by word of f mouth, 


7 


the ica take you require of me. I remain, in expec- 
tation of your uitimate will and pleafure, the moft fin- 
cere a ae moft devoted of your fubjects, 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN, 


April 3, 1784. 


‘* T am bound to fubfcribe to the will of 


my Mafter, and look upon myfelf as too happy in his 
condefcending to liften to any thing relating to his 


ry o~ ° 


flave. he dear Countefs raifed me to the fummit of 


happinefs, by telling me, that you could with to find 
me imnocent. Yes; 1 am fo, and can give you the 
moft convincing { proofs of it. So great 1s the joy which 
that idea produces in me, that every object to me no 
ynger wears the fame appearance. You will difcover 
by my ftyle, that my ima igination is exalted; I cot uld. 
efcribe to you all the fenfations | expes 


rience, but my ideas fucceed each other fo rapidly, that 


ay 
at 


-{ find it impoffible to write col ae This moment 
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of blifs has obliterated all the pangs I have en- 
dured; and I the more willingly forgive the authors 
of them, as I conceive what facrifices may be gladly 
made to merit and preferve your kindnefs.----I no lon- 
cer delay fending you part of what you afk of me, re- 
ferving for a verbal explanation what was the aim of the 
Princefs of Guémenée, when fhe wifhed to puzzle you 
with a ftory, in which the Duke de Lauzun, and the 
Prince of Luxembourg were brought in as parties con- 
cermed.--—-= Difceveries which I have fince made, have 
et me into the knowledge of my dear niece’s difpo- 
ftion. I know that it was fhe who contributed moft 
to my difgrace, and raifed me enemies, who have been 
but too fuccefsful in continuing it. She has, however, 
been punifhed for it, and the contempt fhe infpires you 
with, perfuades me, that you will eafily perceive the fal- 
fity of all the flanderous tales fhe has devifed, in order 
to effect my ruin. 


« T at this inftant receive a note from the Countefs, 
who tells me fhe is fetting off for Verfailles; I fend 
her this letter, and to-morrow will difpatch a courier, 
who will deliver to her what you require.---The matter 
is fettled,------Your faithful flave.” 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


April 4, 1784, 
MabDAaM, 

« PERUSE me attentively, judge of 
my defire to be again favourably received, by my 
recent behaviour, and do juftice to him who has fuf- 
fered all undefervedly. 

Madame de Guémeneé, to remove from my mind 
every fufpicion which her conduct might raife, and to 
draw me into an unbounded confidence, told me, that 
fhe was almoft perfuaded you was acquainted with the 
various letters I had written, in order to raife an obftacle 
to your marriage with the Dauphin; that thofe letters 
had been forged at Madame du Barry’s, and afterwards 
by her fhewn to Lewis the Fifteenth, in one of thofe 
moments when fhe knew how to make him believe what 
the pleafed ; that this firft difcovery was the motive of 
the hatred and contempt you had conceived for her and 
for me: that in the next place you had been affured, 
that I, ftimulated by revenge for the little regard paid 
to my counfels, had written to the Emprefs, to inform 
her of your intimate connection with the Count d’Ar- 
tois; that the letter was written in the plaineft terms, 
and that probably the Chancellor, the Duke d’Aiguil- 
lon, and Madame du Barry, had improved upon the 
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ipirits, and made me pour forth againft thofe montfters, 


a torrent of epithets they well deferved, but which ref, 


pect forbids me to repeat. Grown.fomewhat calmer, 
i {aid to Madame de Guémeneé,. it was unpofiible fuch 


detefled falfhoeds could ever have béen; that I had ab- 
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when a groom of the chambers to Madame de Guéme- 
née; came to defire my attendance on her, while you 
were at the card-table, intimating, that fhe had fome- 
thing to communicate. The fatisfaction I difcovered 
in her countenance, on my entering her apartment, 
proved to me a good omen: nor was I miftaken in it. 
I have good news, faid fhe; to impart to you, fit you 
down and you fhall hear.---I faw the Queen yefterday, 
and by an unexpected piece of good luck, the conver- 
{ation turned upon you, without my bringing it about. 
I eagerly feized the opportunity to tell her, fhe had been 
cruelly deceived by the reports that had. been con- 
veyed to her: that from the time of your having in- 
gurred her difpleafure; your exiftence was: the moft 
wretched that could be; and that were it not for the 
hopes you entertained of one day juftifying yourfelf, 
you would ere this have left the court, and retired to 
Saverne. If what you tell me were true; anfwered the, 
he would have fought the means of juftification, yet 
hitherto Ido not perceive he has taken any method 
whatever to effect it. This anfwer afforded me an 
opportunity of relating to her the converfation you 
and I had together, to which I added feveral other cir- 
cumftances, which could not fail fo perfuade her of the 
fallacy of the facts reported to her: but I perceived by her 
an{wer, that more thar one conference would be requi-_ 
fite to convince her: for which reafon I did not think it 
expedient to carry things any farther, or to propofe a 
premature ete which might have ruined all. 
“‘T have an infallible way, and if you will fecond me, I 
make no doubt of fucceeding in the enterprize. 
She 
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She has for fome time pat withed to thave a fmall, 
white {paniel dog: I know that the breed is frequent- 
ly met with in the Upper Alface; if you ceuld, through 
means of your acquaintance there, procure me fuch 4 
little creature, I. would make her a prefent of it, res 
ferving to tell her ir came from you, as opportunity fhall 
ferve. 
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** I was fo lucky as to ptocure the charming little dog 


which you was fo fond of, and took fo great a liking to. 
Madame de Guémenée failed not to apprize me of 


~ 


the defire you had for a little Alfatian dog, had made 
all poffible enquiry after one: and that having been fuc- 


it, affuring me that fhe had told you, that I, hearing of 


cefsful; I had brought one to her with an Arabian name, 
the meaning of which was “ faithful and unhappy ;”’ 
that this account, far from leffening your fondefs for 
the little unfortunate being, had encreafed it: from 
which fhe drew the moft favourable omen, and hoped 
that I fhortly fhould be obliged to change the name of 
my reprefentative. 

“I knew rot in what words to exprefs n y grati- 
tude to her; fhe was fenfible of the exceflive joy fhe 
gave me, and availed herfelf of it, to requeft of me the 
loan of a pretty confiderable fum. I would have part- 
éd with my whole fortune, thinking myfelf too happy in 
being ufeful to a woman to whom I was fo greatly be- 
holden, ‘The eafy compliance fhe had met with, en- 
ticed her to make farther demands, which I could not 
refufe ; fhe always. knowing how to accompany them 
- with hopes, with foothing promifes, and at the fame 
time with difficulties fhe would find ways to overcome, 
; ie mo all 
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ail which fhe did in order to -gain time. But my 
finances nae oreatly deranged, by the fums I had been 
obliged to borrow for her, and finding my refources ex- 
haufted, fince I had been feveral times obliged to give 
her a denial, fhe imagined, that to throw a mafk over 
all her inicuities and falfhoods, the only way for her 
was to ruin me entirely in your opinion. She knew 
shat the Princefs de Marfan had fpoken tome concern- 
ing your little dog, telling me fhe fhould be glad to ’ 
fee me come into favour again; that I ought to depend 
on your ‘indulgence, fince you had accepted of what 
came from me: Fear of my difcovering the truth, mad¢ 
her contrive a very fure way of rendering me odious. 
You are acquainted with the imprudent fteps I took, 
they were her work, arid at the moment I thought I was 
omplyine with your comimands; fhe was Beading 
you it was a rafhrefs to be condemned-in me, that I 
only aéted thus to éexpofe you, and that I was in confe- 
leracy with two or three other perfons, whom fhe nam- 
edto you. Thinking her work imperfect, fhe wifhed 
fo put a finifhing ‘hand to it, and: to give me the fatal 
blow. To compafs this fhe muft firft affign to me the 
reafons why I ftill:proved unfuccefsful. She is fruitful 
in expedients, infinite are the refources of her imagina- 
tion. J was fubdued to her will, I implicitly believed 
“every thing. | 
« You was to give an entertainment at the Little 
Trianon, but the time appointed was-yet diftant. Dur- 
ing the intervening {pace, I prepared all’ things necef- 
fary for my difguife. The long wifhed for day being: 
come, and following my dear niece’s inftruétions; +1 


flipped 
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flipped into the gardens, where I was not long, before 
| was furrounded and purfued, like an owl that had in- 
truded into that enchanted grove. The fhouts of 
Monfieur Abbé, and other very mortifying epithets, 
made me fee clearly that I had been pitched upon to 
ferve for fport to the whole affembly. Irritated at hav- 
ing been difmiffed in fuch a manner, 1 withdrew, rage and 
defpair filling my breaft, fully determined to be reveng- 
ed as foon as I found an opportunity. ‘This fcene caufed 
in me fo great a revolution, that I had a fevere fit of 
‘Hnefs. The authorefs of my misfortune made more- 
over a handle of my unhappy fituation, to fpread a re- 
port that I walked in my fleep, and that my night ram- 
bles in the gardens had brought en my diforder. She 
ufed every method to turn me into ridicule, and to raife 
me frefh enemies, who fince have not ceafed to perfe- 
cute me, 

« Thefe are events which you have ever been ignorant 
of, and will! ferve to fhew how far 1 have been the 
dupe of my fincerity. 

« Agto the difappearing of your little dog, I will 
ell you what I have heard concerning it, as alfo many 
other ftories laid to my account, and in which I never 
had any fhare: having fought, through all the unfortu- 
nate periods that enfued, every opportunity to afford 
you initances of my refpect, and fincere attachment. 

“ Thefe are very tedious particularities, which have 
made me forget the hour. I hope, however, that my 
courier will arrive time enough to deliver my letter. I 
wait with great impatience for the Countefs: Heaven 
grant fhe may bring me good news,---Ever faichful and 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO ‘THE 
QUEEN. 
April 10, 1784. 
M ADAM, 


“I EASILY conceive, that after all 
that has paffed, it would be a contradiétion in your con- 
duct towards me, if you were feen to grant me openly, 
and fo fpeedily, a protection, which thofe about you 
have perfuaded you I was undeferving of. It would 
loubtlefs be founding an alarm for all my enémies, who 
would not fail to come together on that eccafion. But 
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all their efforts would prove unavailing, if my dear 
Matter has a defire to pardon his Slave. Sovereign, 
equally powerful and refpected, your will muft ever be 
a law, which your attendants will be too happy in fub- 
mitting to! If, however, you have particular reafons for 
acting with referve till a. certain period, I will conform 
to whatever may be pleafing to you, and will, to the 
utinoit ef my power, remove whatever might difturb the 
guiet and happinefs of my dear Matter. 

[ dare to hope, that to indemnify your fubmiffive 
Slave for all the contradiétions he will be forced to ex- 
perience, you will condefcend again to enable him to 
kiis that beauteous hand, and hear that charming mouth 
pronounce his pardon.” 
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No. VII. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 
CARDINAL. 


April 28, 1784, 

* IT READ with indignation the 
manner in which you have been deceived by your 
miece. I never had any knowledge of the tetters you 
mention to me, and | queftion whether they ever 
exifted. The perfons you complain of have in reality 
contributed to your difgrace, but the methods they ufed 
to effect it, were very different from thot you fuppofe. 
I have forgotten all, and require of you never to {pealx 
to me of any thing that has reference to what is_paft. 
The account which the CountefS has given me of your 
behaviour towards her, has made a ftonger impreffion 
on me, than all you have written to me. JI hope 
you will never forget that it is to her you are indebted 
for your pardon, as alfo for the letter I write to you. 
{ have always looked upon you as a very inconfiftent 
and indifcreet man; which opinion neceffarily obliges 
me to great refervednefs, and I own to you, that no- 
thing but a condué& quite the reverfe of that you 
have held, can regain my confidence and merit my 
efteem,” | 


LETTER 


No. VIII. 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


May 6, 1734- 

« YES; I am the happiett mortal 
breathing! My Mafter pardons me; he grants me his 
confidence, and to compleat my happinefs, he has the 
goodnefs to fmile upon his Slave, and to give him pub- 
licly fignals of a right ‘underftanding. Such unexpected 
favours caufed in me fo great an emotion, that 1 for 
4° moment was apprehenfive left the motive fhould be 
fufpected by the extraordinary ‘ an{wers which I made. 
But I fon recovered, when I faw, my abfence of mind 
was attributed to quite another motive ; upon which I 
affamed an air of approbation, ‘n order to. divert obfer- 
vation from the real object. This circumftance 1s a 
warning’ to me, to direct henceforth my words and ac- 
tions in a more prudential manner. 

“ | know how to appreciate all the obligations I ana 
under to the charming Countefs. In whatever fituation 
I may chance to be, I fhall be gratefully mindful of all 
that fhe has done in my behalf,----So much for that.---- 
All depends on my M after.-----'Lhe facility he has of 
making beings happy, makes his Slave with for the 
means of following his footfteps, and being the echo af 
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PERTTER FROM THE ‘QUEEN TO > THE 
CARDINAL. 
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big: i CAL NNOT difapprove of the de- 
fire you have of feeing me; | could wifh, in order to 
facilitate you, the means, to remove all obftacles that 
oppole. it, but you wo suld not have me act imprudently 
to bring about more compendioufly a thing which you 
muft be perfuaded you will fhortly obtain. You, have 
enemies, who have done you much differvice with the 
Minifter, (the Countefs will tell you the meaning of that 
word, which you muft ufe for the future.) The turning 
of them out cannot but be advantageous to you. i 


know the changes and revolutions that are to happen, 
and ‘have calculated all the circumftances which will 
infallibly bring fare -d the opportunities which I de 
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Gre. In the interim be very cautious, above all dil: 

creet; and, as there is no forefeeing what may happeh, 
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LETTER: FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 
CARDINAL, 


ay: May 23; 1784. 
7 mens MENTION wesseanaie of you to me 


yelterday, in a manner that induces me to think there is 


a fufpicion of fome intelligence. J cannot conceive: 


what can have given rife to fach 4 fuppofition.. ‘What- 
ever the intention was, it was not gratified; I give you 
notice of it, that you may be upon your guard, and 
avoid all furprize. I fhall go this week to T----n, and 
fhall there fee the Countefs, to whom I wil] cOmmuni- 
cate a icheme that will certainly be pleafing to you.” 


No. XI, 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN, 


June 25 1784. 
Mapam, 

THE Countefs mifunderftood what I 
faid to her relative to my requeft of entreating from 
you an interview. I fhould be very unjuft, and truly 

indifcreet 
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indifcreet to folicit that favour, whilft thofe obftacle 

remain which you fo kindly acquainted me with. This 
is exactly what I jeftinely faid to her, not thinking fhe 
would report it to you. “ Charming Countefs, you 
** are very amiable, and doubtlefs deferving of the at- 
* tachment that is conceived for you----- How happy 
** are you! You will to-morrow fee my dear Matter, 
“* you will be at his feet, whilft his faithful Slave lives 


“ under a continual reftraint, deprived of the only plea-’ 


« fure he could have of feeing, admiring, adoring him, 
“ and {wearing at his feet'that his refpect, his attach- 
** ment, his love, will only end with his life: Youhave 
“‘ jt in your power to crown all my wifhes; it depends 
** greatly on you.----Hear me----I fhould indeed be 
“ forry, did my Mafter imagine, that my whole con- 
*< duct had no other tendency but towards ambition, 
and the defire of being avenged of my enemies.----. 
* The requeft I preferred to him of receiving me, may 
“< have raifed thofe se age in him; which, in order to 

*¢ remove from his mind; and perfuade him that I have 
© ‘no other aim, or ee Oi but to pleafe him; tell him 
“¢ that | would very willingly confent to pafs for ever in 
“ the public eftimation for a man in difgrace, and 
«¢ who richly deferves it, if he would -Vouchfafe me 
“ the favours he grants to you. ‘This confeffion is as 
“« fincere as the defire I have” of feeing my withes ac- 
“ complifhed.” ----- The Countefs laughed heartily at 
the notion, and made her account of entertaining you 
with it. The manner in which fhe related to you our con- 
verfation, is no doubt what occafioned your reproaching 
7) me. 
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fhould certainly have fpent the. night there, had I not 
been apprehenfive of making my attendants uneafy, 
who knew of my being out. Soon after’ my return 
home I went to be ed, but preffed for a confiderable time 
a reftlefs pilloy My imagination, ftruck with your 
adorable per Ta was filled, during my flumbers, with 
the moft delichtful fenfations.---Happy night! that 
proved the brighteft day in my life !--- Adorable Matter, 
your Slave cannot find expreffions to defcribe his feli- 
city !---you yefterday witnefled his embarrafiment, his 
bafhfulnefs, his filence, the natural effeéts of the moft 
genuine love! you alone in the univerfe, could produce 
what he never before experienced.---E nveloped in thefe 
pleafing fenfations, I fometimes imagine it to be only a 

ifionary felicity, and that I am ftill under the influence 
of a dream: but combining all the ‘circumftances of my. 
Pe recalling to mind the enchanting found of 
that voice which pronounced my pardon, J give way 
to an excefs of joy, accompanied with exclamations, 
which, if they w ereoverheard, would argue diftraction. 
Such is my condition, which f deem fupremely happy 
and wifh for its .continuance the remainder of’ my 
life, 
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I thal not depart till I have heard from you.” 
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No. XIV. 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN, .. 
Auguft 9, 1784. 

“ I THINK I have found’ out the 
Opportunity and pretence the Mafter js wifhing . 
for.---Not long fince I imparted to him the fears of his 
Slave, and the dangers he is expofed to, in confequence 
of the fufpicions which his affiduities have raifed. A 
difcovery would undo him for ever, by the infinuations 
which would neceffarily enfue, and the Mafter, fpite of 
his authority, would find himfelf forced to facrifice his 
Slave, left himfelf thould be expofed, through an endlefs 
circulation of tittle-tattle. 

“We are fometimes under a neceffity of beftowing 
our confidence upon perfons who are placed near us, 
on whofe fidelity perhaps, we can but little depend, and 
who often avail themfelves of circumftances to draw us 
into inconfiftencies, which we are not at firft aware of. 
Their aim is to become poffefled of weapons, which 
they know how to turn againft us, in order to preferve 
their fway, and incapacitate us from aéting in con- 
formity with our wifhes. ~ Such is the fituation of the 
Mafter---thwarted in his views, his projects, his very 
conduct: he fees, but too late, the danger there is in 
giving one’s felf up without referve: efpecially to the 
wicked, who know ‘how to make their advantage of 
every thing. Not knowing as yet the réafons of the 
refervednefs he is to put on, nor the nature of his conf.- 

| dence 
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dence, I can give him no counfel,. nor inveftigate the 


means of avoiding what might prove difpleafing to 
him---you comprehend my meaning.---I muft then con- 
fine mylelf to pointing out the method of fending open- 
ly for his Slave, without the J/inifter, the P. the V. the 
B. &cc. being able to pafs any reflection on that proceed- 
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ing. That firft ftep' being fettled, nothing will be more 


ng 
eafy than to continue vifits, which will be fanctioned on 
one fide, and a matter of indifference on the other. 

« You oon at the prefent moment a young perfon 
who works unae r your immediate infpeétion---I know 
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that that perfon’s works , have been Uae to you, and 
tat you wifh to patronize her. She has made a clergy- 
man, arelation of her’s, to whom fhe! is under great ob- 
ligations a partaker of your bounty. ‘The latter is come 
to confult me, and afk whether Be might hope to obtain 
a vacant place, which would be demanded of me by 
you. Being made acquainted with all the pafticulars, 
I dire€ted him to draw up a memoir, which will be 
delivered to the little one, with all inftruétions requifite. 
You will find the petition at the bottom of your bafket, 
and will judge by the contents of it, that the Slave muft 


by 


neceflarily be fent for, to receive his orders from the, 
Mafter, to whom this unaffected -tranfaétion, and, the 
eager defire of complying with his will, muft undoubt- 
edly afford an epee of fhewing his indulgence, 
ich of infenfibly forgetting what has paffed. 
The Countefs will i till Thurfday, that fhe may. 
bring me back your determination or your, commands. 
ry ™M. B.S. T. C, B.---You comprehend my mean- 
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No. XV. 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


Muguft ¥3, 1784. 

‘ THERE is a proverb which fays, 
“no good Selgis ever comes alone’’---my fad adventure 
will prove the proverb falfe. Do not be alarmed, pre- 
pare, on the contrary, to laugh ene: and to make 
game of me at our next meeting. After the moft com- 
plete happinefs, I was ftealing away to the paflage you 
know, when paffing along a.quick-fet hedge, a loud noife 
miade mie < apprehenfive f ome body wanted to furprife me 
---terrified to the laft degree, I made Sut one jump to 
get out of reach. My haftinefs having prevented my 
taking the ufual precautions, and {till lefs noticing that 
the rain had made the ground flippery, I found myéfelf, 
J cannot well fay how, in the very middle of the ditch. 
The Savage, who was waiting for me on the other fide, 
perceiving in my comical fall, nothing more than an ex- 
cefs,of clumfinefs on my part, burft out into an. excef- 
five fit of laughter, holding his fides, and writhing him- 
felf in the moft whimfical manner. A few. fignificant 
words ftifled, for an inftant, his immoderate ‘rifibility, 
and he helped me out of the mire, into which I ‘had 
funk pretty deep. You know the ferious turn of the 
Savage, would you ever have thought, that after I had 
apprifed him of the caufe of my fright, he would have 
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fallen a laughing -afrefh ? Undoubtedly not: Well; off 
le goes, twifting himfelt ab out; rolling upon the grafs, 
unable to utter a fingle ford, Seeing nothing move 
on the oppofite fide, I waited with tolerable compofure 
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to fee the end of this extraordinary merriment. When 


Lee 


> was grown a little more fedate; 1 told him fomewwhat 
ferioufly, that I would be careful never after to take him 
along with me, fince, in fo delicate an octurrence, he 
behaved with equal folly and indifcretion: “ Do not 


“’ condemn me unheard,” anfwe 
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d he, “ Hear mié---It’s 
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a rabbit or a partridge that has frightened you---you 
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‘* yourfelf in my frais as ai neither perceived nor 
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“* retreat, my firft motion was to laugh. You relate 


“< vour fricht, I cuefs at tint motive that eave rife to it? 
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“| then furvey you, behold you all over mud, wi 
“ your breeches torn from one end to the other---whod 
«« the Devil could forbear laughing ?”---I myfelf look 
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and fee the truth of his account, our eyes meet, end we 


join in chorus. So far all was right, except the tearing 
of a pair of breeches, and a rather filthy mafquerade---- 
but the difcovery of my Packs being out of joint, 
brought on a little apo in our progrefs. Having 
{tolen in-unperceived at home, the Savage performed the 


office of a furgeon; thanks to his balfam, I am in much 
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lefs painto day. The Sica whom I faw this morn- 
ing, finding me with my hand muffled up, naturally afked 
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perienced for thefe two days paft. Impruc 
has brought me to that pafs, that I cannot without 
danger remove ok byeéts that are difpleafing to me, and 


wno haunt me. They have fo thoroughly ftudied me 


and know fo little how to feign and diffemble, that they 
attribute my change to nothing but a difcretion, which 
to them appears blame-worthy it is~ therefore very 
eflential to be on one’s guard, to avoid all fj furprize 


Ahwe 


«© ‘The daring queftion put.to me, » Bes aces me. that 
my confidence has been abufed as well as smy good nature, 
and that advantage has been taken of Et aa to 


fetter my will. I pee a way of coming at information 


wilt play the principal part in icheme I have de- 


concerning it, but I will firt conf ued As thou 
the 
well on this point as we 


vifed, we muft needs acree as 
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of ferious’ matters, obferve ex. actly- what follows. .Do 
thou affume the garb of a meflenger, and with a parcel 
in thy hand be walking about, at half f paft eleven, under 
the porch of the chapel: I will fend the Countefs, who 


fhall ferve thee for a euide, and conduct’ thee up a lit- 


tle back ftaircafe to an apartment, where thou wilt find 
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« Thou art much in the right in telling me, that I 
am in a wood, farrounded with whatever is dangerous 
and venomous on the face of the globe; but, in fhort, 
we mutt howl! with the wolves tillwe have muzzled them. 
As to the Minister, 1 know his coarfe fpun finefles, 
and his foible for me; they know his brutality, and what 
account is to be made ofthe firft ftroke from his tufk, 
and that is what gives me fpirits; they know, that in 
circumftances more delicate than the prefent, I have 
chained up the lion, and have made him fee and believe 
whatever I pleafed. 

< Thou knoweft what it is prevents my getting rid of 
ny leeches, help me to find out the way, and to deprive 
them of the means of hurting me, and thy defires. fhall 
foon be gratified. 

« I expect thee to night at the fame hour and place ¢ 
I hope before that happy moment to have got all out of 


the Minister. 
a, ft R. 5: B. a. Vi Ch S. Adieu. 
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No. XIX. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO_ THE 
ARDINAL. 


Auguft 18, 1734. 


cT WR wir Et to thee in hafte, to give 
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becaufe thou waft not introduc ed | by.them. Above all 
be difcreet ; I rely on the Countefs as on myfelf.”’ 
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LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 


Auguft 24, 1784. 


‘ THE courier fet out laft n night at 

half paft twelve. The, CountefS will tell thee how I 
contrived the delivery of the packet; I have oT all in- 
ftructions neceflary for the arrival and departure of m LV 
two 
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ee” Aa) Me 


bean G1 


two couriers; by which means I fhall hear from thee at 
leaft once a week, and if any thing extraordinary fhould 
occur, I fhall always have a confidential perfon in rea- 
-dinefs to difpatch.------Alk my equipages are ready.--+- 
‘fo-morrow is the fatal day, when I muft part with all 
that is dear to me. This reflexion depreffes my {pirits, 
and occafions me to feel an uneafinefs, which I cannot 
overcome; yet I know that my abfence is neceffary here, 
and my prefence indifpenfible at the place of my. defti- 
" Aation.-----I think I am jealous; a dreadful malady! 
The perfonage in queftion difturbs my brain, and makes 
me dread my. departure.------ Have a little compaffion 
on. me, feek to calm my uneafinefs,, and perfaude thy- 
felf that I fhould not outlive thy infidelity. Farewell--- 
be careful of thy health, live happy, and fometimes 
beftow a thought upon the Slave.” 
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No. XXII. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 
CARDINAL, 


Sepiember 8, 1784, 
« IT is very aftonifhing that the cou- 
tier is not yet returned; it gives me uneafinefs, as ] 
required the quickeft difpatch. If on receipt of this 
Jetter he is not yet arrived, difpatch immediately a 
*F courier 
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courier with the inclofed note; .tell him: by word of 
mouth, whom he is. to deliver.it to. 

Thy departure has-filenced'every tongue; whether 
out of difcretion or policy, thy name has not been pro- 
nounced. People redouble their dutiful attendance, ‘and 
ftrive to make me forget the fcene, “as well as the 
motive that gave rife to'it, The advice thou giveft me 
is impracticable, "They never told me they were in 
poffeffion of----I only furmifed it from’ behaviour, re- 
proaches and fpeeches which J have overheard... 1 am 
fully perfuaded, that let what wall happen, they ‘will 
never expofe themfelves to convey any writing into°the 
hands of the Mini/ter; but I fhould always be uneafy to 
‘know they had in their poffeffion what -could difturb 
my tranquillity; I am fully refolved to take a decided part 
but I have made fo many facrifices for all thofe people, 
and the Minifter has fo often accufed me of inconftancy 
and ficklenefs, that I muft abfolutely have a reafon to 
affgn to him; not that he loves or yalues them ; 
quite the contrary; but he pretends that it is for my 
fake, and that it is always extremely expenfive to have 
new favourites.------ A well placed fyitem of ceconomy 
ier !--=-A dreu,-=+-to-morrow I fet off to T---- where 

I fhall remain a few. days to have greater liberty to fee 
the Countefs. Thou hadft not told me the Savage 


would ftay at Paris, a very ufelefs thing.” 
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No. XXIil: 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 
CARDINA Ls 


September 8, 1784. 

« YOU muuift have received a parcel 
which 1 fent you; Iam furprifed I have not had an 
anfwer to it. You may judgé of my uneafinefs by its 
contents: I hope for the future you will ufe. more 
punctuality. 


No, XXIV: 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. - 


September 13; 1784: 

ce ‘TFIE Malter will fee by the packet 

{ {end him, that his object is attained, and his note be- 
come needlefs: The courier before this laft; was en- 
— trufted with a letter, fomewhat long; relative to his at- 
tendants.------After the deepeft reflexion, the Slave 
thinks that the Mafter may without danger; follow the 
counfel which he gives him ; for after all, he is the Mafter. 
Lhave fent the Countefs 2 fmall phial for you, which con- 
© Pig tains 
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tains a liquor that may be written with, and nothing 
appear; but being fhewn to the fire, or hight, grows 
black, and difappears. again afterwards. In cafe of any 
thing particular, Jeave a wide fpace between your lines, 
that you ‘may interline with that liquor.----I faw the 
day before yelterday, the perfon in queftion, whofe an- 
{wer appeared to me to be evafive.---He is to call again 
in the courfe of the week, to make known his laft deter- 
mination. If he refufes, I have another perfon in my 
eye. The Countefs will communicate what I am prohi- 
bited doing in this Paper. 
(i. C. EM, A. b) 


No. XXV. 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


September 23, 178.4, 


“IF the Slave is happy to contri- 
bute to the fuccefS of the grand object, undertaken by 
the Mafter, he thinks it will be neceffary before, the 
execution, that he fhould remove to a lefs diftant fitua- 
tion. The moft impenetrable veil being neceflary to 
cover the author of the project, there muft be an jm. 


polfibility of tracing to the fource, in order to be ‘doubly 
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guarded againft contingencies,------ I have _perfedtly 
felt the force of the latter reflexion, ----- There is nothing 
‘ate! permanent 
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permanent in the world.----In confequence of this truth, 
the Mafter’s policy is plainly feen, for in cafe of a re- 
volution, he is fure of receiving a /upport, which will 
validate his eats and prevent the triumph of his ene-_ 
mies. Divided between hope and fear, my fituation is 
the moft cruel, and my exiftence wretched----Yet when 
I make reflexions on the paft; and bring into confidera- 
tion my degree of confidence with the Matter, I fee the 
injuftice of my fears: The hopes of fecing myfelf foon 
within his arms, gives a frefh fpring to my joy, and 
reftores me to my fecurity.” 
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No. X XVI. 


LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL TO THE 
QUEEN. 


“ THE defire I feel of being fer- 
viceable to the Countefs, and to remove al! obftacles 
that fill oppofe a public reception, makes me practife 
every poflible method to fulfil thofe two objects. The 
Matter will judee | by the proceedings which I have di- 

rected one of my dependants to adopt, whether the fuc- 
cefs of his folicitations can ferve as a pretence to the mu- 
tual defires, and remove all difficulties. The Abbé de 
Sefaryes is to refign his office of Mafter of the Oratory, 
to the Abbé de Phaff, by extraction a pe ee whofe 


friends live at Bruffels, in the retinue of the Archdu- 
chefs. As a difficulty exifts Bs you alone can, re- 


move, 
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move, I have advifed him to go to Bruffels; to ufe all 
methods with the Archduchefs,, to obtain from her a 
letter of recommendation to you. Ass the bufinefs can- 
not be tranfacéted without me, fince ’tis I who furnifh 
the funds, it will be an additional motive for bringing 
mé into recollection.---I had projetted a fcheme to ac- 
celerate and prevent a denial; but as that might have 
brought you into queftion, and raifed fufpicion, I judged 
it moft prudent to decline it. So much for that---you 
will allow that events fuicceed fo rapidly on both fides; 
that it were dangerous to proceed too far. So politic 
an anfwer from an afpiring {pirit, aftonifhes me the 
more, ‘as the eras, fpoken of; are yet very remote. I 
forefee many difficulties in bringing that to a profperous 
iffue---that’s underftood---I fhall always be ready, fcru- 
puloufly, to perform the commands of the Mafter: thé 
imoft pleafing would be, no doubt, to be recalled near 
his divine perfon.” 


No. XXVIII. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 


CARDINAL. 


Dees 12; 1784: 
« Had I followed the maxim that 
fays “in all thy doings make flow hafte,” the accident 
which befel thy Jaft letter would not have happened. 
The 
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The earneftnefs, the eagernefs of reading, urging me.to 
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put the Jetter too’ near the light, it took fire, and in 
{pite of all, my endeavours to extinguifh it, could fave 
only fome part of it. To him that underftandeth, 
greetine.---The firft packet was gone off when the 
courier arrived. Being preffed for time, I could not 
anfwer with regard to the Abbé ; had I been forewarned, 
{ would have faved hima needlefs journey. We have 
made an agreement, never to grant any perfon whatever 
a requeft of that nature, affuredly the Abbé will not be 
an exception to the rule; befides, fuppofe the {cheme 
could have taken place, it is clear the object could not 
have juftified the proceeding, The fituation I am in, 
will infallibly bring’on a more favourable opportunity. 
The moft fpeedy difpatch will fhorten the exile of the 
Slave. J believe it is underftood,” 
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No. XXVIII. 


LETTER. FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 
CARDINAL. 


Fan. 1§, 1784- 
«IF it had not been my intention 
there fhould be a myftery in the purchafe of the jewel, 
I certainly fhould not have employed you to procure it 
for me. Jam not accuftomed.to enter thus into treaty 
with my jewellers, and this way of proceeding is fa 
much 
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much the more contrary to what I owe to myfelf, as 
two words were fufficient to put me in poffeffion of that 
object. Iam furprifed that you dare to propofe to me 
fuch an arrangement; but let there be no more. faid 
about it. It is a trifle that has occafioned me to make 
a few reflections, which I will impart to you when op- 
portunity offers. The Countefs will deliver'to you your 


given yourfelf fo much 


paper. Iam forry you have g 


trouble to no purpofe.” 


No. XXIX. 


LETTER FROM. THE QUEEN. .TO THE 
CARDINAL. 


January 29, 1785. 

“ HOW is this? affeétation with me? 

Why, my friend, ought people in our predicament to aét 
under reftraint, to feek for fhifts, and deal with in- 
fincerity ? Doft thou know that thy referve, and thy 
falfe pride, drew upon thee the letter thou haft received, 
and that but for the Countefs, who has told me all, I 
fhould have attributed that pretended arrangement. to 
quite a different motive. F ortunately all is cleared up. 
The Countefs will deliver thee the writing, and explain 
the motives by which I have been actuated in this mat- 
ter. As I am fuppofed ignorant of the confidence thou 
haft fhewn her, as alfo of the token of truft that thou 
: wilt 
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wilt give her, by laying -before her our particular en- 
gagements, that is a more than fufficient reafon to make 
thee fecure, and remove all difficulties. Thou wilt 
keep the writing, and deliver it to none but me: 

«I hope, notwithftanding my diforder, to fee thee 
before the holiday. I expeét the Countefs to-morrow. 
I will tell her whether I thall be able to receive from 
my Slave, the obje¢t which had nearly fet us at vari- 
ance,” 


————— 


No. XXX. 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO THE 
CARDINAL. 


July 6, 1785. 

YOUR fears are groundlefs; the 
coolnefs and diflike for you, which you furmife, 1s by 
no means the effeé& of inconftancy. Put the queftion 
to yourfelf: I long to fpeak to you: the fteps I caufe 
to be taken towards you, muft needs convince you of it. 
The Mini/ter returned from the chafe much fooner than 
{ expected him; he was ftill with me, as alfo Madame 
E----- when I difpatched the confidential perfon to you. 
do not depart’ to day; be at ten o’clock with the 
Countefs, and believe that no one defires more than I dg 
the explanation you requeft.” 
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No. XX XI, 


LETTER FROM THE QUEEN TO - THE 
CARDINAL. 


July 19, 1784. 

« 1 BELIEVE I have informed you 
of the difpofal of the fum, which I deftined for the object 
in queftion, and that probably I fhould not fulfil the 
engagements till my return-from Fontainbleau. ‘The 
Countefs will remit to you thirty thoufand livres, to pay 
the intereft. The privation of the capital is to be taken 
into confideration, and this compenfation will make 
them eafy. 

““ You complain, and I fay not a word: a very ex- 
traerdinary circumftance; time will perhaps acquaint 
you with the motive of my filence. Ido not love fuf- 
picious people, efpecially when there is fo little reafon 
for it. I poffefs a principle I never will recede from. 
Your laft converfation is very oppofite to what you re- 
lated to mé at a preceding period. Reflect upon it, 
and if your memory ferves you faithfully, by comparing. 
the zra’s,, you will judge what I am to, think of your 
prefiing folicitations, 


LETTER 


i «aw. mee 


[ 7 


Yo. XX XIU. 


Lik (PROM ORE CEN Cb) Foe 
CARDINAL. 


February 12, oe 
© FROM all that I have heard con- 
cerning that Hataiite man thou esis me of, I 
cannot look. upon him ree asa mountebank. It may 
be prepoffeffion in me, and I know by experience, that 
one ought never to judge of any body from the report 
of others, but | one many reafons for not yi teldinge: to 
thy entreaties. I am not fuperftitious, nor is it an eafy 
matter to impofe upon me; but as thofe fort of ‘peanle 

have fometimes things that aftonifh, and thereby difpofe 
one to fee and believe whatever they fay,.1 ; am. not in 

a eines for fuch trials. Befides, i e 
dificult, nay, even impoffible to receive him as myfte- 
tioufly as I could wifh, and thou knoweft the cautiouf- 
nefs with which I muft act in the prefent moment. The 
Countefs made me laugh heartily, by relating the laft 
fcene; it has fomething of prodigy in it, and raifes in 
me the prea ateft defire to fee the grand Cophte. Yet, 
if I muft believe the Countefs, it requires a perion to be 
very innocent, in order to behold the myfteries of that 
great man: though, to judge from the circumftances of 
all his apparatus, I believe he looks upon thee and the 
Countefs as two fimpletons, and treats you as two dupes. 
Don’t be offended at my franknefs; I promife thee I 

will judge of him in my own perfon. 
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«© The Minifter. leaves me as little as he can; I do 
not yet guefs at the reafon of it, but fhall not be long 
before I do. Luckily I have not to deal with an Egyp- 
tian, like thy Caghioftro, who euefies the paft, and fore- 
tells the future. He is -not poffeffed of the Talifman 
that gives utterance to the ladies toys, and indeed I am 
at eafe, and dread not any indifcretion from mine. 

‘« Excufe.my follies; for fome time paft I fo feldom 
allow myfelf any diverfion, that thou wilt no doubt be 
delighted with having afforded me the opportunity of 
@ Moment’s recreation.” 
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St. Michael’s Abbey 
Farnborough 


